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Dr . Oswalt has taken on the awesomeawesawesomen-ini- tasktask,, ofofsummarizingsummarizing thethe-

historical

the-

historicalhistorical contacts between Eskimos and EurEu >;oamericoamericms'acrossoamericmsacrossoamericl'ts'acrossoamericltsacrosshs' '
across thethe-

entire

the-

entireentire arctic and subarctic and done the job withwitl\witlwitlmasterful\ masterfulmasterfulmasterlul expertise .

For more than twenty years; Wendell Oswalt hastias studied the EsEs-Es-

kimo

¬.-

kimo cultures and has published many books andandarticlesarticles onn thehe subsub-sub-

ject

sub-

ject

¬-

ject.. He is well-respectedwellrespected- by fellow anthropologists and historians forfor-

his

for-

hishis thoroughness and clarity . This book represents a majorajor undertakundertak-undertak-

ing

¬.-

ing for any scholar . Eskimos were first contacted by the NorsemenNorsemen-

about

Norsemen-

aboutabout the year 1000 a.dad. . in Greenland and Labrador . From there on ,

there were intermittentintenTIlttent contacts in northern CanadaCatada} and finallyfrnally thethe-

Russians

the-

RussiansRussians approached the Eskimos from the other end of the arcticarctic-

The

arctic-

The

arctic-

TheThe book then , coverscwers{ more than eight hundred years ofofcontactcontactcontact-

and

contact-

andand spans the entire northland . Eskimos and Explorers is more thanthan-

just

than-

justjust history , each section has a brief but accurate description of thethe-

dIfferent

the-

differentdifferent types of Eskimo culture encountered . Even those whowho-

know

who-

knowknow very little about Eskimo culture will be able to understand thethe-

variatIOns

the-

variationsvariations he presents . The reader will also discover why certaincertamcertam-

stereotypes

certain-

stereotypesstereotypes of Eskimos arose because of the time at which eacheach-

group

each-

groupgroup was contacted . For instance , the average postcard picture ofof-

Eskimos

of-

EskimosEskimos show them in snow block igloos which were really a specialspecia-

ladaptation

specia-

ladaptationadaptation peculiar to the people of the high arctic .
.-

There were Eskimos , such as the Chugach or Kodiak , who nevernever-

saw

never-

sawsaw a polar bear or snow block house ., But because the people ofof-

Canada

of-

CanadaCanada were the first Eskimos to be described , their particular wayway-

of

way-

ofof life has been presented as ' typical " . In fact , the largest concenconcen-concen-

tration

¬.-

trationtratlOn of Eskimos was probably in Western Alaska and these peoplepeople-

had

people-

hadhad a much different life style and environment ..

(SecSeeSee REVIEWREVIEW , Page 9)9)
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out

}' ., . . that\thatthateach\ eache"plorer
,

.

e"plorereplorer" Pr orer
,

ororr,whichti1l.:+eerb, rbrbaJear
;?eaiJ:;aJear y "wnterwnterwriter

"
brou&ht'witlibrouhtwitlibrougftt'withbrougfttwith& ' r

therrltherrta, j't'ettets t 6f biases orr': asSUm'ptfoiiasSUmptfoiiassum's.r4ptionssr4ptions wxwhichicl ;

,

'
,

ti"
'1616Vicolored
, 'Vicoloredt l ie Jtheir'tt'' ,

contactsontacts
.! fif.;andand,

'descriptionsp o'nsons' ': TheTThe'readerThereaderThe'readerlhasj, 'readerad
. fh,liaslhas tb'remembeftbremembeftb'remembef-

'J'crade"and

to}' ierememberremember-
that

' mb
,
i i

:: 'lJhaUheselJhaUhese' that these voyaocfSvoyagers weruteepedwere ,steeped mIrt WestemWesterncuftnrecutture'andcuttureand"'aril bbeliefsbeliefsand1iefs and .
, ATIudgedthe'" ')u g d ;, thti '° ,

EskbnEskimos; by EEuropeanfQ a" .ttstandards'BecausestandardsBecause. d rdsBe;:' a S offthethe-variousthevarious:- rlous 1''
" 'II' ,'' backgrounds

- ckgr n s
,9t'> f'.reachfreach

>

a h"'writerr; somem
'
f9ufound. t1the'Esklmo0theEsklmo0e'EseEs'

,tdirtydirtyttf t savagesavage-
crude

v g ;,
. . .

/'J'crade"and'J'crade"andJcradeand//'' '< cru-crudecrude
,
saridTMpagan'isaridTMpagani:
" :pagan"fpaganfp g 7"'' .9h9h.

OthersOthers! '
describesc themthem.a-

s
thema-

s
them.as '

.
honestho s

1,?1wt- 'well-0rtizedt-'wellt-well0- rtized'welLorganizedw lI-fg d,
WghlyjadapUvewimsuii'ereWghlyjadapUvewimsuiiere'blghlyblghly'lghly adaptive wIlliwithwIllismsmsincereere religious Beliefs ..'" Notoo ''doubtdoubtaoubt therethere Waswas asas-

much
as-

muchmuchmuchasmuchYIvciationvariation'iationiation' betweenbetwebetween'thefbetweenthefbetween'thefdifferent,
If

'

the
,
"differentdifferentfifferent
"(. Eskimo'groupsEskimogroupsEskimo'groupsandindividualsEskimogroupsandindividuals' ' '

andil ; individualsindiiduals'

asEskimo'groupsandindividualsas',1><". .t.iit.iitiith. . '"'.';' ' '.i'il.iiliil.''' ' . "rit'il-lrit'ilritillrit'illi" ,
& ' ieieobservers"tt-" <

observersi *! .
-'.!"- * '. ', '"' .

Fc .i"r.irir.,' j"' "' " ,+ - ;> fe.tyfety1Oi .
,' '!' J.nlinli. fe}as there'wagamongtherewagamong t b serve ' , ' r b .eC,! ., og,?: ,!,' " ' 'rr . ;' .ii 1f"f1ff" {; .

.;'
. ",
".

r DrPrDrf.: 6swaltswalt hashas had toto be vwycpnciseveryconcisevery .:;concise . SomeSome senencessentsentencesnces are exexR-
6

*.
'fremelfremelR-

6
R-

6t

uemelytremely succihctfandsuccirict'andsuccirictandsuc iilct''nd '
the1I1e rea'deunayreadeunayreadermayre 'derjn; y\vantyvant\want to re-readreread- them to getgei the"ExplorersAfter'ExploiersimportnportImporttheImport, '' of tach'phrtachphrjach'phrisejachphriseach'"' phrasese ., ThejlnalThe findfinal chapterhapter , '""beforebefore'before"'

,
and AfterAfter'Exploi-After'ExploiAfterExploi"Explor-"ExplorExplor"'Explor¬-

ersers " :, does'adoesadoes 'tt'a .finefinefin,. job'oijoboijobt'ofjobtofjjobt'ofsummarizingb '"' fs' iumrnarizlngsummarizingnitari ing
'

hethe((he effectsofelfeekectsis *ororcontactof contactcontact upon theiliethe-

EskimosEskimosskimos and their1theirtt1 ' mostmoltmost'recentmostrecentmoltrecent'recentrecent
, adaptations right downdown'todownto'toto'

the snow-snowsnow-

mobiles
snowsnow-snowsnow-

mobiles
:-

mobiles'mobiles-'
'-

ahd
a- hd'-

ahd
a- hd'-

afid
a-

fid'

Land1LandLan4'Cla1msLan4Cla1ms' Claims SettlementSett1 men . liItli'wouldIt'would
'-

would
w-

ould
'-

would
w-

ould
'-

would
w-

ould'
have been nice tot6tohavehave 'moremore'mm' re thanth just twenty-fivetwentyfivetwenty.fivetwentyfive-. pages to covercover'modernizatio-

n

covermodernizatio-

n"' modernization inin-

the
in-

thethe arctic , butltbut'itbutitbut |
'
1t might have thrown the entire work out of perspecperspec-perspec-

tive
¬-

tivetiveperspective. His comparativecomparative approach to public administration and po-po--

Jicyj-JicyjtIcy-tIcylicy-licypoJicyjpotIcypolicyJicyjorlicyortIcyorusually.,,-:- or lacklackof,.
lacicack, ofo( ititgives-givesgives-,

,
givesgives.hethe\.he.he\. .,

;
reader a broader picture than is usualusual-usual-

iy
¬-

lyiy presented inin aa book on Eskimos .

.ThroughoutThroughout.1hrou1hrou..,Throughput"theThroughputtheut"theutthe" the ' book , the author tries to be objective andandsucsuc-sucsuc-

.ceedSj

suc-

.ceeds
suc-

ceeds
-

.ceedsceeds.ceedSjceedSjceeds. ceedsverywellyy\yeJ1yyyeJ1'
veryverywell!,!:,

v
well\ ,.

,'
All Eskimos ,-

are not naivenaivehappynaive-happynaivehappy,. -happyhappy-,happy , smilingnlng littlelittle-

chUdren
little-

children'Nor'are'they
I,areIchildre'ri7'Norchildreri7NorchUdrenchildren'Nor'are'theychildrenNorarethey. 'NonreNonre' 'areare' they viciousvicious"cunningviciouscunningvicious-cunnin-

g

viciou-
s

cunnin-
g

," ,
cunning ,. evil and barbarictbaricb . They areare-

presented
are-

presentedpresented as people withwJth alla11 the virtues andandvide's'foundvicesvivide's'foundvidesfound'ss' 'foundfound' f tind 'amongamongmong' anyany-

cu1t
any-

culture'The; culturV'ThculturVThculture'ThecultureThecu1tculture'Thereaderre "
.,1Th' reader learnslems that'that' Eskimos are potp t likelik aIia boxbboil , of crackcrack-crack-

ers
¬.-

ers , allI1 stampedstamp d to the same pattern ; they are individuals andnd groupsgroups-
with

groups-
withwith aa varietyvl.rietyvlriety!. of personalities and cultures . '

'Som'eSome'. sSonicSonicscholarsi' scholarsschotars
,
willwil1100klooktook askance at the text because there are-'feware-fewareare-'feware-feware'few- footnotes' ewew-

footnotesfootnotes andand little1i le of the traditional trimming of academiacademia . OswaltOswalt-

is
'

is too much of aa scholar to have to support eacheach'statemen-

t
eachstatemen-

t

statement with aa-

reference
a-

referencereference to every statement.. If he had tried to cite every item , thethe-

footnotes
the-

footnotesfootnotes would be longer than the text.. He has taken a neat alteralter-alter-
native

¬.-

native . At the end of each chapter there is a section of notes withwith-

references
with-

referencesreferences to the issuesissu'es' or questions in the chapter along with thethe-

n
the-

namesnamesn es of authoritiesauthorit es or experts . If the reader likes , he or she cancan-

extend
can-

extendextendextend theirreadingtheir'eadingtheireadingtheirereading*"' by use of these notes or the excellent bibliobiblio-biblio-
hy

biblio-
graphy

-¬-

graphyhy . .

v\v-

ThereThere are only two suggestions that thisths! reveiwer wouldwouldmakemake toto-

improve
to-

improveimprove the text.. First ,. the maps showing the times and places ofof-

contact
of-

contactcontact are located atat the end of the texttext. I think it would have beenbeen-

aa littlelittl more"usefulmoreusefulmore'Usefulmore "','useful to have this at the front , or in sections , so thatthat-

the
that-

the
'-

a
a'the readerread r could picture a little betterbetterthe, the sequence of contact.. SeSe-SeSe-

condly

¬.-

condly ,. thee portion on .thethe.,
the linguistic relationships could be expandedexpanded-

s

expanded-
somewhatssomewhatsomewhatJnewhat . Linguists in Alaska and Canada have been devoting aa-

great

a-

greatgreat deal of time and effort to arrive at a better understanding ofof-

the
of-

thethe relations between the dialects and their findingsfmdings are very in-inin-

formative

in-

fonnative
in-

'formative
-

formative/formativefonnative'formative'. formativeTrained/;. , Trained Eskimo linguists are emerging and their insightsinsights-
provide

insights-
provideprovide valuable insights. to the cultures .

To produce' such a book , and do it well , demands exceptionalexceptional-
dedication

exceptional-

dedicationdedicationdedication , painstaking researchres arch and years of experience to grasp thethe-

broad
the-

broadbroadbroad picture of Eskimo culture . Wendell Oswalt has all of thesethese-

qualities
these-

qualitiesqualities and for many years to come , students , scholars and justjust-

the
just-

thethe average interested person will be thankful for the work he hashas-

done
has-

donedone in the study of Eskimos and Explorers .


