Coaches poll selects USC Trojans for title

UPL the coaches poll voted
the University of Southern Cah
I'tojans  the  National
Champion  College  Football
team of 1978 following the
Trojans 17-10 victory over the
Michigan Wolverines

The JISC Rose Bowl victory
was apparently all that the na-
tion’s coaches needed to declare
USC the  champions as  the
Frojans had defeated the Ala-

tornia

bama Crimson Tide earlier in
the season 24-14 at Alabama

USC rallied for the victory
behind tailback Charles White
who rushed for 99 yards and a
controversial  touchdown.  The
controversy occured during the
second  quarter  when  White
drove 3 yards for the winning
touchdown.

However,  a taped. replay
clearly showed the tailback fum-

bled the ball prior to crossing
the goal line. Despite what the

taped  replay  showed, the
touchdown counted and that
was all USC needed to claim
the UPIs national  champion-
ship.

Alabama fans who considered
that the Cnmson Tides 14-7
Sugar  Bowl victory over pie-

viously number | ranked Penn
State entitled  Alabama to the

championship bured the UPI
telephone lines expressing their
dismay at the UPI decision

In other bowl action the Ok-
lahoma Sooners avenged an ear
lier loss to the Nebraska Corn-
huskers that cost the Sooners
the National Title. The Sooners
stormed to a 31-10 lead before
Nebraska rallied (o make the fi-
nal score 31-24

Heisman Trophy winner Billy

Sims rushed for 134 yards and
two touchdowns in leading the
Sooners who amassed 273 yards
rushing against the Cornhusker
defense The Orange Bowl crowd
of 66,365 were treated to an
awesome  offensive display by
the Sooners and a fine passing
exhibition by Nebraska QB Tom
Sorley  who for 220
yards.
(See POLL, Page 7)
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Notre Dame quarterback Joe
Montana rushed tor 2 touch
downs,  passed  for another
touchdown, passed for twa 2
point conversions, tushed tor 26
yards and thiew tor 1o3 vards as
the  Faghting Tosh scored 23
fourth quarter pomts and beat
the Houston Cougars i the Cot
ton Bowl 1534

Montana passed tor the tyiny
touchdown with no tume lefton
the clock and Joe U, the
Notre Dame kicker booted the
winning pomt atter touchdown
Although the Cotton Bowl win
should improve Notie Dames
poll standmg there 1s no chance
that  the  detending National
Champions will be able to - re
peat then 1977 antics



