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The Congressional” Quarterly|
and Juris Doctor, a law journal,
have joined the parade of publi-
cations predicting - unsympathe:
tic treatment of Indian issues in
the halls of Congress. An article
by Larry .Light in the Decem-
ber 2 Congressional Quarterly.
says: “Legislation to help In-
dians now comes under closer
scrutiny than it did several years
ago, and sometimes fails on the

floor owing to a small but voci-

ferous anti-Indian faction creat-

0 )

ed by the claims issue.” 7+ ¥

really. don’t care about Indians
and never have,” explained one
House staffer closely involved:in
Indian affairs, “When it was fas-
hionable for them to favor mino-.
rities, they did’so.-Now it’s out
of fashion and you have a small
group” of guys running around
trying to stick it to the Indians.”

: ‘Abbu‘x'ezk',’and';Roncavlio i a
“Most members, let's/face it;. blow. to /Indians because their:

way.

lobbying effort 'is: small. NCAL
comprised of 154 of the nation’s
483 tribes is the’ sole. registered:

lobbying group for native Ameri-

cans. Still Indian activists expect
to prevail ultimately. “We have a
higher profile now,” said NCAI's
Noel, due to the Longest Walk
and other public relations drives.

the Qctober,
cludes  the ' followin
of . courts - to' regain

another convincing example that l
litigation is the best mechanism
to repair injuries which political-
ly weak minorities have the po-

“wer neither to prevent nor to’
P

correct.”

“Courts, constitutionally
mandated with the protection of
individuals and groups against
discriminatory majoritarian poli-
cies, are the only gpvemmental

'institutions; which' can ~and

must — ignore the political re-

ality responsible for a minority's.

denial of rights.”

“From this vmthge point In-

dian legal gains raised high ex-
pectations:” If courts. could ‘in-,
deed redress the wrongs of the

and - protect  Native. American
rights could be’ regarded as.yet, -

the U.S. goyernment as pesky.ir-

ritants or immature wards’? |
'“Such’ high hopes now seem .-
premature. Developments during
the last year have put in jeopar-
dy the ‘Indians’ recent legal

_gains. ‘Rising  anti-Indian_ senti-

ment, vacillating court decisions, .
and an increasingly. unsymipathe-
tic ‘congressional - reaction ‘may
mark the beginning of yet an-
other era of change — but hardly
the one Indians had hoped for. .
It is in this sense that litigation
which promised at the outset to
‘provide Indians with significant
leverage may furn-out:to be a
Pandora's box of political prob-
lems” §

“For. Native. Americans such
an. outcome would once again
"confirm John Marshall’s predic-

past and be tribunals forcefully \ tion that' courts cannot redress

protecting Indian rights and re-

the past or prevent the future.”



