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HQ AAC elmendorf AFB alaska dec 10 clothing toys school
supplies and other contributions to project santa claus are being
loaded on an air force helicopter at galena air force station for
distribution to nearly 1000 kids along the yukon byprojectby project
officers left to right 2ndand lieutenant wayne E balthunbalchunBal thun chaplain
captain daniel E saarinen and major tommie tilley lieutenant

balthunbalchun is chief of administration at campion chaplain saarinen is
a remote station chaplain and major tilley is the operations officer
for the station

Aair1r force bringing christmas to
thousandousandkidskids alonalonffmalonffg thehetheyukonyukongyukon9Yukon

HQ AACAACI ELMENDORF AFB
alaska dec 10lo its better to
give than receive this is the
feeling of men of the alaskan
air commands galena and cam-
pion air force stations as they
undertake a major project to
provide gifts and food for almost
1000 children in 10 villages
along the yukon river in alaska

the purpose of this effort
appropriately named PROJECT
SANTA CLAUS kids along the
yukon is to give these native
children a merry christmas and
provide them with some of the
comforts which are considered
normal necessities in the lower
48

to date over 5000 pounds of
clothing toys school supplies
hygiene kits and 450 in cash
donations has been collected for

these youngsters many are mem-
bers of large families who live in
one room cabins

also 1000 pounds of flor-
ida sunshine in the formtorm of
fresh oranges was received as a
donation from the general man-
ager of the florida citrus grow-
ers association ES beeland of
winter haven fla

all the contributions will be
delivered to the children between
dec 15 and 19 by an air force
helicopter from galena air force
station the villages visited will
be hughes ruby husliahurlia galgalenaena
nulatomulato kaltag koyukuk holy
cross hog river and kokrinekokrineskokkinesKokrinesS

since august airmen servingserving
at the two remote stations have
been digging through closets and
billfoldsbillfolds and writing home to
their families and churches about
the project to make the project a
success

in november they held a tele-
thon in the fairbanks area with
the help of KFTVKFFV and KFRB
the local television and radio
stations and the polar bear citi-
zens band radio club

help was also received from
the united services organization
USO in fairbanks and the gal-

ena lions club in collecting
contributions and wrapping them
for distribution to the kids
along the yukon M


