AFN Land

The AFN pmpoml is mll in-
tact as the Senate Interior Com-
mittee works this week to ham-
mer out an  acceptable land
claims program.

This points to the seriousness
with which Congress regards the
Native position.

Under the AFN proposal, any
citizen who is an Alaskan Indian,
Eskimo, or Aleut of one fourth
degree or more (A parent or
grandparent must be a native) or
in the absence of proof of a min-
imum blood quantum is regarded
as a Native by the village of
which he claims to be a member,
and one of whose parents was
considered to be a member will
share in the settlement.

The settlement proposal asks
for confirmation of title to land
in the Native villages which has
been used and occupied by the
Native people from time im-
memorial. AFN proposed that
this should amount to 40 million
acres. |

The 40 million acres will be
realized through the grant of
four townships per village and
500 acres per person for villages
over 184 in population.

The Natives further ask for a
payment of $500 million and
revenue sharing of 2 per cent
of the gross value of all leaseable
minerals (oil and gas) from the
remaining public and state lands
(over 370 million acres.)

This is compensation for the
extinguishment of any and all
claims against the United States
based upon aboriginal right, title,
use and occupancy of lands in
Alaska by any Native or Native
group.

The $500 million is to be paid
over nine years with $100 mil-
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lion for the next eight years. In-
terest is to be payable on unpaid
balances.

The AFN also asks for recog-
nition of a statewide Native cor-
poration, and not more than
twelve regional corporations as
the management group for the
land and funds.

And to assist in the Adminis-
tration of the settlement Act,
the AFN seeks the creation of an
Alaska Native commission.

Hunting and fishing outside
the village lands are to be pro-
tected by the secretary of the
Interior. Native reserves are to -
be retained by the villages using
or occupying land. And patents
for the surface use only of camp-
sites and reindeer husbandry
areas is permitted.

Finally, non village natives are
to receive patent to 160 acres of
land if they so choose.

It should be noted that this
is merely the AFN’s proposal.
Congress may not accept all of
this plan.

But for the first time they
are seriously considering this Na-
tive proposal. And that’s news.
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