Tyonek faces
financial woes
if BIA moves

by Steve Pllkington
mz A.J. McClanahan
for the Tamdra Ty
The Village of Tyonek will face
serious financial difficulty when its
largest tenant — the Bureau of Indian
Affmrs — moves from the Kaloa
buildings in ﬁmh-n o the old
Federal Building West Fourth
Avr. next Jlllﬂll.'jr
“It's u loas that would be financial-
Iy devastating, " said Thomas A. Mat-
thews, Tyonek's attorney. Currently.
the BIA 15 leasing 18,345 re feel
urhpm::: at 16th Ave. and C Street and
paying about 528,000 a month —
SEHI 07:3

Matthews also said the Village of
Tyonek has spent nearly ﬂm. '
the last two years, renovating the
fucility to bring it in line with federul
regulations for handicapped access.

The BIA, which has been leasing of-
fice space in the Kaloa buildings for
nbout 15 years, must move according
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i General Services Admanistration
regulatioms. GSA acts as the landlord
for civilian wgencies around the
country.

The Kaloa buildings are one of the
village's principle assets, sail Mat-
thews, and keeping tenants is critical
Currently, the BIA is Jeasing about 40
percent of the buildings’ space.

“It's a very wough tme for the
village f:mnul and  inclividual
village members,”" he sud, explain-
ing that given the current economic
climate in Anchorage it woull be very
difficult 1o find another enant

GSA officials say, however, thal the
move cun't be avonded,

According to Jesse Avila, field of
fice manager for GSA 11 s o the best
interests of the government and the
tspayers o have the BIA move into
the old Federal Buililing

Avila explaned that the regulations
used by the GSA have been in place
for i long period of time, and he said
the BIA entered mio an ““illegal lease™
with the Village of Tyonck when ji
bepun leasing space in Tyonek's Kaloa
butldings

Aviln also explinned that when BIA
entered o the lease, GSA was not
involved in the process.

“It 15 not merely a breach of the
regulntions it s a breach of the law, ™
sl Avila.

Several years ago, an imternal
povernment audit found the leasing
problem and it was then decided thal
BIA would remain i the Kaloa
hui.lfjiﬁa. until federal space was
available.

Matthews said, however, an excep-
ton should be made to the regulations
hecause the federal government has a
special relationship to Native and In-

dian tribes. He waid the federal govern-
meent shoukd continue the lease in order
0 encoursge Native economic

drvukx::nm,
He said there are & number of

other federal agencies leasing space in
private baildings that could be moved,

Meanwhile, renovations on the old
Federnl Building will soon be com-
plete and there will be plenty of space
for the BIA, said Avila.

Ruth Kaloa, general manager of
Kuskokwim Planning and Manage-
memt Corp., has been trying 10 help
gain legislative support for Tyonek.
Amd Kuskokwim recently found
another problem with the move, she
sand

“BIA will have o pay lor their
move,” sad Kahloa. **The moncy
will huve 10 come from theiwr pro-
grams, which will affect every Native
tribe in Alnska '

Notonly will the move cause finan.
cial troubles, but village officials say
that there are other problems
associated with the move

Matthews. said many businesses
have moved imo the Kaloa buildin
m order to be near BIA. The move will
cause hardships for those offices.
Another problem is the difficulty of
dowmtown parking, he s,

Until the move, Kuskokwim and
Tyonek will continue 0 seek
legislative support. Rep. Don Young
has been discussing the situation with
village officisls. But so far, no alier-
natives have been found.

Kuskokwim is trying to get o M-day
moratorium. Bul even if they can gel
thus, it is by no means a solution, saud
Kaloa,

The old Federal Building is still be-
ing renovited. The BIA s expected (o
mive m by Jan. 4, 1988




