Group provides
help with AIDS

There is help in Alasks for people
who want information on coping with
the deadly AIDS virus, according 1o
Bob Miller, fund-raising chairman o)
the Alaska AIDS Assistance Assocu:
tion, which has been wetive since
Seplember 1985

Miller talked about AIDS with Sen
Frank Murkowski late last month on
the senator's weekly radio program
Miller says AAAA 5 the only
organization an the state thit offers
ATDS assigtance on o large-scale hasiy

The primury ssue of discussion on
the progeam wus AIDS testing,

“There are a mumber of pecple who
wre infected or who have the antibodics
and who don't know i, Miller sad
“That s why 1t is so important that we
have public policies which encourage
westing. | oppose mandatory testing
hecause o tends to frighten people
nway. What we want to do is en-
courage peaple to be tested as part of
the counseling process. ™

Since 1983, there have been 43
ALDS cases in Alnska, Twenty-five of
the people have died. At present, the
AAAA s a client List of eight, ac-
cording o Miller,

The AAAA has two hotline
numbers, In Anchorage the number 1
2T6-4880. Stateswide, the number iy
BOO-4T8-ALDS.



