
alaskan unemployment drops to 979.7
the alaskan unemployment rate

responded to seasonal increases in
employment in july and posted an
unemployment rate of 979.7 percent ac-
cording to the alaska department of
labor

from june to july the unemploy-
ment rate dropped nearly 1151.55 percent
july marked the first time the
unemployment rate fell below the
double digit mark in 1987

the last time the unemployment rate
was below 10 percent was in
september 1986 when the rate was 929.2

percent one year ago the unemploy-
ment rate in alaska was 10210.2 percent
the comparable unemployment rate
for the united states in july was 616.1
percent

alaskasalanskas coastal communities are
leading the rest of the state toward its
traditional summer unemployment
low the five lowest unemployment
rates in the state were recorded in cen-
sus areas heavily influenced by the
fishing industry

the states lowest rate was in the

aleutian islands 282.82 8 percent
followed by the bristol bay borough

353.53 5 percent kodiak island borough
454.54 5 percent dillingham 484.84 8 per-

cent and valdez cordova 656.56 5
percent

at the other end of the spectrum the
highest unemployment rate inin alaska
was posted inin the northwest arctic
borough where 19519.519 5 percent of the
labor force was unemployed inin july

nonagricultural wage and salary
employment figures also indicate that
the fishing industry has the largest

positive impact on the alaska
economy in july the seafood processprocessrocess
ing sector accounted for 676700 addi-
tional wage and salary jobs in july by
far the largest increase of any industry
in the state

it should also be noted that wage and
salary employment counts do not
measure additional employment
created by fishermen going to work on
boats in general fishermen are con-
sidered self employed individuals and
are excluded from wage and salary
employment counts


