Alaskan unemployment drops t0 9.7%

The Alaskan unemployment rate
responded 1o ﬁ:ua.umr INCreases n
employment in July and posted an
unemployment tate of 9.7 percent, ad-
cording to the Alsskn Departiment of
Lahor,

From June 1o July the unemploy
ment rate dropped nearly 1.5 percen
July marked the first time the
unemployment rate fell below the
double-digit mark in 1987,

The lust time the unemployment e
was  below 10 percemt was in
Seplember 1986 when the rite was 9 2

percent. One yeur ago, the unemploy
ment rate in Aleska was 10.2 percemt
The comparable unemployment rale
tor the United States in July was 6.1
e rcent

Aluska's constal communities are
leading the rest of the state toward 115
traditional  summer  unemployment
low., The five lowest unemployment
ristes i the state were recorded in cen
sus areas heavily influenced by the
Fishing industry

The state’s lowest rite was in the

Aleution Islands — 2.8 percemt;
followed by the Brnistol Bay grnugh
— 3.5 percent;, Kodiak Island Borough
- 4.5 percent; Dillingham — 4 8 per-

cent; and Valdez-Cordova — 6.5
percent
At the other end of the spectrum the

highest unemployment rate in Alaska
was posted in the Northwest Arcue
Huruulgh where 19.5 percent of the
labor force was unemployed in July.

Nonagricultural wege and salary
employment figures also indicate that
the fishing industry his the largest

positive tmpact on  the Alaska
economy 10 July, The seafood process:
ing sector accounted for 6, 700 addi-
tonal wage and salary jobs in July, by
tar the lurgest increase of any indusiry
i the stafe.

It showdd also be noted thar wage wnd
silary  employment counts do nod
measure  additionnl  employmen
created by fishermen going to work on
boats. In general, lishermen are con-
sidered seli-employed individuats and
are excluded from wage and salary
employment counts



