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Just money
would the state have to finance govemn-
ment programs and services for the
coming fiscal year. Action on
ed for the fiscal year 1987 has
slowed greatly while legislators, the
administration and the public wait 1o
see what the future will hold for the
state’s financial well being.

Shortly after the 1986 session con-
~ vened, the news from the oil centers
of the world was not good for
Alaskans. The price of a barrel of oil
began to slip and as of this writing
there is still‘an unclear picture as to
just how far oil prices will fall.

In more precise terms, it 1s
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estimated that a drop of $1 per barrel —Equalization Program. This program.

results in the loss of roughly $150 mil-
lion in revenues for the State. It is too
early to tell if prices will fall so far
as to have dramatically negative im-
pacts on the amount of funds available
to expend in the coming year. We
hope to know more by mid-March.
o§ equal importance 1o people
throughout rural Alaska is the issue of
subsistence priority hunting and
ing rights. Efforts last year to
resolve the matter and preserve the in-
and traditions associated with
ence fish and game use were
| at the very end of session by
favorable to the
recreation en-
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thid year to fashion legislation that will
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HB-288, was issued by the Senate
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enacted a few years ago as the result
of massive spending for hydroelectric
power projects which are designed to
benefit urban Alaskans, was onginally
tied to the continuing appropriations
cach year for the Susitna dam project.
Last year the courts ruled the conti-
nuing funding for the Susitna project
illegal. For a time there was serious
concern that the ruling would jeopar-
dize the Power Cost Equalization pro-
gram funding, however, we have
learned that the Power Cost Equaliza-
' will continue (o benefit
rural
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our school systems, re-evaluation
and consideration of in our in-
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