AVCP Editorial

Thu editorial is an excerpt of

by Carl Jack on

-'.u'.' 7 Al’CPnruwmgkﬁmnngs

on President Jed-

eral budget, he bythf .8, Senate

Committee on Indian Affairs February
18, 1986 in Washington, D.C.

The new national policies toward
Alaska Natives, as in the Ad-
ministration’s budget request for 1987,
signal drastic changes in the relation-
ship between our people and the fed-
eral government. The Administra-
tion’s budget, submitted to the Con-
gress in February utilizes fiscal notes
on appropriations to make major
changes in federal policy that formerly
would have been stated in Congres-
sional findings. The Administration
states that Alaska Natives have less
need for assistance because of eco-
nomic benefits provided by the Alaska
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of profitable yur 3 years ago, Calista
Corporation paid our shareholders a
20-cent :hln: dividend, or an aver-
dgelhrs il mtlm L
will not

vided our from echciﬂ‘
vocational ln , health, housing,
or any other fndﬂ'll Indian pr .
Two rnn:m documents, upon
exhaustive hearings and research, of-
fer concrete mdmx that ANCSA has
not provided any substantive benefits
to the vast maj 0112I of Alaska Natives.

AVCP res lly encourages the
Members of ﬂ'llﬁ Committee and your
professional staff to review Village
Journey, the_report of the Alaska
Native Review Commiission by Justice
Thomas Bcrg:r as well as the Interior
Department's 1985 Report to the Con-
gress on ANCSA. Both
cate that Alaska Natives, despite

reports indi-
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AVCP Vice President Tom Richards

Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971
(ANCSA), that there are no longer In-
dian tribes in Alaska, and that the State
of Alaska is financially able and will-
ing to replace federal Indian services
to Alaska Natives.

None of these statements is true.
Under Section 7(a) of ANCSA, AVCP
was required to cause the incorpora-
tion of Calista Corporation, our re-
gmnal profit corporation. Our profit

ration has been profitable in only
one out of the last 14 years. From that

ANCSA, remain among the most eco-
nomically disadva peoples in the
United States. The BIA's own 1985
study completely refutes what the
Bureau and the Department are now
telling the Congress about Alaska
Natives and ANCSA. Similarly, ob-
servations concerning tribal govern-
ment in Alaska are unfounded.

The AVCP Region is home to about
one-quarter of the Native villages in
Alaska. Each of the 56 villages in our
region has a viable tribal government

in place. Eleven of these villages have
tribal governments m&h‘mﬂﬂﬂt
lndlln Reorganization A.ctol’ 1934,
extended to Alaska

_m 1?36 The other 45 v
member N ofnur
"‘E: PN . 3

l7grliu"lzqr cunduet
the BIA
mﬂhmnﬂulth%uﬂbmﬂ

ment of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment, and most tr
have agreements wm
which are in effect at this date. Seven-

teen villages have no state-chartered
I'I'll.l.l'lll‘.'l[l.lll}’. and have no intention of
overnments because

ﬂflhﬂr! ire to retain tradi-

to Alaska Natives. As Governor Shef-
field and the Alaska Legislature will
confirm, the state is moving to curtail
existing programs and new
state services. Being an oil-producing
suu: Alaska is flmm sharply declin-
revenues and is making an effort
redmm |iuulartuﬂut of
be 1 S0 . the, majoriy of
state cou ord it, 0
our villages lack water and sewer
systems and many basic needs which
have yet to be met. In 1983, Congress
terminated BIA General Assistance to
Alaska Natives. to the Ad-
‘ministration’s belief, this has not been
replaced by state assistance. Since that
lermination, a many vi
families must now buy heating fuel in

“The (Reagan) Administration’s budget request
for 1987 s:gnafs drastic changes in the relationship
between our people and the federal government.’

tional Native government and culture.

These tribal governments were un-

affected, and even ignored, by the

Alaska Native Claims ment Act.
Even the Administration’s su

tion in the budget document that

are no trust or unrestricted Indian

lands in Alaska, outside of Metlakatla,
is untrue. Within the AVCP |
alone, there are 2,700 Native Allot-
ments, established pursuant to the
Native Allotment Act of 1906, and
B0O restricted Native townsite lots,
created under the Native Townsite Act
of 1926. Apart from the relationship
between our 56 member tribal com-
munities and the federal government,
the United States has a trust respon-
sibility to more than 400,000 acres of
property held by 3,500 restricted pro-
perty owners in our region.

The Administration also observes
that the State of Alaska is willing and
able to assume financial rl:iponllhlll-

5- gallunctns because they cannot af-

futidtu A lon drums, and they
on at night despite
-Eelaw 'ﬁ:lﬂu of
mmmmﬂmﬂm

payments in the AVCP Region also
means many families must seek com-
munity donations and bingo funds to
bury deceased relatives s¢ No
alternative aid is available.
While we recognize these are not
riation hearings, we wish to
briefly summarize the impact of the
Administration’s budget request on
Native individuals, families and com-
munities in our region. A detailed
analysis of this impact is attached for
your information. Reductions in the
BIA budget, aimed at Alaska Natives
are as follows: Col lege Schulmhlps.
40%; Adult Education, 100%; Agri
cultural Extension, 100%; Tn 1

(Continued on Page Seven)
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F@merul Budget Cuts Will Have a B|g Impac’r

35%; Sucul Senvmcs

% Sclf Dct:nmnﬂm Grants to
Tribal Councils, 18%:; Training and
Technical Assistance for Tribal
Governments, 54 % ; Adult Vocational
Training, 61%; Direct Employment
Assistance, 68 % ; Road Maintenance,
100%; Agriculture, 56%; Water
Resources, 100% Wildlife and Parks,

12%; Minerals and 100%;
ANILCA programs, 51%; ANCSA
Cemetaries uMHmnricﬂSmﬂen
tification, 100%; Improve-
ment (HIP), 36%; [
dent Operations, 61%; and Agency
Administration, 100% .

The reductions, and the continued
use of the budget as a policy instru-
ment for termination of Alaska

Natives, will have a devastating im- -

pact on Native in the AVCP
Region and throughout Alaska. The
funds will not be replaced by the state
nor by any other source. For exam-
ple, the reduction in college sholar-
ships will mean that, of 130 Yup'ik
colum funded by AVCP with
BIA funds, only 78 may be funded
next year. Fifty-two existing students
will have to be cut from the

and no graduating high school students
may be accepted. In most cases, state
assistance will be unavailable, as the
state now requires a 25% cash match
for scholarships and village famuly in-
come will not pravide for this because

of the current depression
mercial fishing industry.
Young seeking wnclunml
careers will also be nﬁncwd Current-
ly, with BIA vocational training
grants, AVCP is assisting 39 young
men and women to become commer-
cial pilots, electricians, plumbers,
carpenters, power plant operators,
cooks, and secretanies. Next year, only

depression in the com-

Native people to become trained and
qualified to provide nearly all program
services formerly pmwdod by the
BIA. Our Realty program, using BIA
Realty and ANILCA funds, has re-
cruited and trained 11 rliﬁud‘fup ik
individuals to provide services to
3,500 rmrrmd land owners in the
Jregion. BIA, in its budget request,
cites reduced workload as justification

““...Continued use of the budget as a policy instrument
for termination of Alaska Natives will have a
devastating impact on Native people... "’

17 may be assisted. The cuts in col-
lege scholarships, adult basic educa-
tion and vocational training will have
a long-term negative impact on Native
employment in the villages. Young
ie will no longer be able to
me qualified for the few perma-
nent jobs in their home communities.
Non-Natives from outside will have to
be imported to take jobs which other-
wise would have gone 10 young
Natives.
AVCP, like many other tribal
organizations in Alaska, has used the
self-determination process to enable

for a 51% cut in ANILCA program
funds. Our caseload, at . has

_ aun—yﬂrhtcﬂo; Far from becom-

ing lessened, the recent ‘‘Fannie
Barr'' lawsuit settlement will mean an
additional 200 cases will be assigned
to us this coming year. The settling of
land title questions is essential to eco-
nomic development in the villages and
long-term economic self-sufficiency of
Native communities.

While AVCP is concerned aboul
each of the targeted programs, we
wish to point out the impact of one
final activity, the Housing Improve-

Program. Last year, the BIA
askﬂd us to survey the housing need
in 34 of our member villages. We
went house to house in each village,
applying the BIA's own standards in
evaluating those homes. We have cer-
tified that 706 Native families need
new housing which is not available
from any r source, and that 500
more families need basic repairs to
make their homes livable, according
to the BIA's standards. At an average
estimate of $25,000 for each new
home and $2,000 in repairs for each
older home, $17,650,000 is needed for
new HIP construction and $1,000,000
is needed for repairs. Our current
year's allocation for those 34 villages
is $320,000. Therefore, we cannot
understand how the BIA can request

- Congress to reduce next year’s alloca-

tion to $204 800 or to about | % of the
identified need.

AVCP, on behalf of our 56 member
villages and 20,000 Yup'ik constitu-
ents, asks that this Committee and the
Congress resume their rightful role in
deciding federal policy towards Alaska
Natives. Very few Alaska Natives
have benefited from ANCSA, and the
greal majority remain economically
disad . Our tribal governments
seek good faith dealings and relations

(Continued on Page Fourteen)
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0 Federal Cut

(Continued from Page Seven)

with the federal . The State
of Alaska will not and may not assume
responsiblity for federal Indian é::
grams. Most importantl tL

gress should not permit Admml.s
tration to terminate our

tionship with the federal gnvemm:nt
through the budget process. There is
an alternative.

Many years ago, the Con
established a method by which Alaska
Natives and American Indians may
decide for themselves budget ﬁmhcs
for BIA program seervices. Through
this process, tribal representatives
assign funding priorities for BIA pro-
grams based on knowledge of local
needs. Selective funding cuts in BIA
programs for Alaska Natives subverts
this process. What we ask is that Con-
gress recognize the Administration’s

and set aside the
oo, [ruup"?f
to
Native Ammll{d would like to
be treated in the manner in which the
Congress has always required of the
BIA. Certainly, there must be budget
reductions. Let us, and all other
American Indian tribes, know how
much of a reduction is required. Con-
ress should establish a national target
reductions for all American Indians
and Alaska Natives, and then permit
us to decide which programs will be
affected and in what amounts. We will
accept reductions, along with all other
Americans, so long as are
equitable and we have a significant
role in the decision-making process.
Thank you for your attention and for
the opportunity for us to advise you
of our concerns.




