subject to

been taken on the Yukon-Kuskokwim
delta during 1985 if Judge Von der
Heydr had ordered enforcement Tc{:
ficers 1o arrest village huniers,

fact that they would even think such
a thought indicates how little they
o o e o A5
have for, up ik people. ew
incidents of egging and hunting which
occurred this year in violation of the
YKDGMP, most involved situations in
which birds were taken by mistake and
almost all were reported by -the
hunters who committed the viola-
tion. This is not surprising since
honesty is an important (radition
among the Yup'ik people. I am not
familiar with many situations
elsewhere in which sport hunters such
as those whose interest are represented
by the people who have filed this
lawsuit have behaved in a similar
fashion,

It is also mmm that the

the e
plan. EMTWI' they m it is

simply not true, As previously mention-
ed, the YKDGMP ‘recognizes that
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meeting
residents of M
should be issued will have and i
tant longterm conservation

(A (]
was certainly a much more

and productive way to deal with the
maiter than for the FWS to have flown
enforcement officers into the village as
the lawsuit requests.

The 1985 season has concluded and
the YKDGMP has expired. Negotia-
tions berween the signatories to the
UKDGMP 1o and extend the
agreement into the 1986 season have
been delayed until Judge von der
Hevdt issues a decision in the lawsuil.

From the time [ was a child FWS has
told the people of the Yukon-
Kuskokwim delta the international
treaties prohibit subsistence hunting
for migrarory waterfowl during the
spring and summer months and, con-
sequently, that FWS has no choice but
to arrest hunters who do so. Although
it was difficult to believe that the Con-
gress could have made a law 50 in-
credibly unfair, it was what the FWS
said, and, consequently, it was what

(Continued on Page Thieen)
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successful. Although the Senate has
ified a migratory bird treaty with
sistence hunting, at the request of the

warerfowl species which breed in
Alaska and the continuation of the
spring and summer migratory water-
fowl subsistence hunt which is so im-
portant on the delta. It is a commil-
ment which will continue after the con-
clusion of this lawsuir.




