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WasWas Dazed by Combined EffectsEffects-
Of

Effects-
Of,Of Medicine ,, Alcohol , and Cold

By TOM SNAPPSNAPP-

AA 26-year-old26yearold- - Tanacross man ,
John Paul Luke , sat up in hishis-
bed

his-
bedbed at Bassett ArmyArniy HospitalHospital-
yesterday

Hospital-
yesterdayyesterday , and his blackenedblackened-
frostbitten

blackened-
frostbittenfrostbitten hands trembledtrembled-

He
trembled-

He
.

He bit his lip and an extremeextreme-extreme-
ly

extreme-
ly

¬-
ly bitter expressionexpressjon swept overover-
his

over-
hishis face.

"TheyThey" were more interestedinterested-
inin getting me to jail than to thethe-
hospital'f- hospitalhospital'fhospitalf,"' he saidsaid-

And
.

And then Luke explained furfur-furfur-
ther

fur-
ther

¬-
ther how on February 15 he hadhad-
had

had-
hadhad an experience wherebyjiiswhereby hishis-
hands

his-
handshands became frostbitten , howhow-hehowhehowhehowhe-
had

howhe-
had

-
he

had attempted to summon aid andand-
had

and-
hadhad been turned down , and howhow-
now

how-
nownow he was facing the amputationamputation-
ofof some of his fingers .

According to Luke :
Early on the morningm rning of Feb .

15 he was a passenger in a carcar-
driven

car-
drivendriven by a friend , Moses ThomThom-Thom-
as

Thom-ThomThom-
as

¬-
as , at Dot Lake. He said aboutabout-
alodgethea mile and half from the lodgelodge-
thethe car went into a ditch andand-
that

and-
thatthat he had tried to assist inin-
pushing

in-
pushingpushing the car outout-

Though
..

Though he was wearing gloves ,
he said that the weather was veryvery-
cold

very-
coldcold , 30 or 40 belowbelowzerozero , andand-
the

and-
thethe winds were blowing. He saidsaid-
after

said-
afterthoughthisafter about a half hour , he thought
his hands were beginning toto-
freeze

to-
freezefreeze and that he started outout-
for

out-
forfor aid.

Previously , Luke said he hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen drinking , had drank fourfour-
cans

four-
canscans of beer and .threethree. shots ofof-
whisky

of-
whiskywhisky , but that he had not drunkdrunk-
enough

drunk-
enoughenough to be drunk.. He saidsaid-
that

said-
thatthat he had previously been to a

dentist and had been given a shotshot-
bybyshotby.

the dentistdentist-
Suddenly

dentist-
Suddenly

.
Suddenly , he said , he grewgrew-

extrem
grew-

extremelyextremelyextrem 1y ill , probably as a re-rere-
Continued

re-
Continued

re-
Continued

--
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)suit
1-

)sJlt
1-

)salt
)

suits\JltsJltsalt\ orofol: the medical shot , thethe-
drinking

the-
drinkingdrinking of the alcohol earlier ,
and the extreme coldcold-

He
col .

He walked a mile and a halfhalf-
to

half-
toto a lodge and proceeded toImocktolinocktoImock-
on

tolinock-
on

to knock
on the door to summon aid.. NoNo-
one

No-
oneone, he said , wouldwouldcomecome to letdesperationhimlethimin . Finally , in desperadespera--¬-
tion , he knocked harder and aa-
pane

a-
panepaneaccidentallybrokenof glass was accidentally
broken in the door .

Personnel of the lodge camecame-
then

came-
thenthen , he said , but they stillstill-
wouldn't

still-
wouldn'twouldn'twouldnt' let him inin..

The persons who operate thethe-
lodge

the-
lodgelodge are elderly and had nono-
way

no-
vyaywayvyay of knowingImowing the events leadlead-lead-
ing

lead-leadlead-
ing

¬-
ing up to the incident of thethe-
broken

the-
brokenbroken glass.. They had exex-exex-
perienced

ex-
perienced

¬--
perienced other break-insbreakins- andand-
told

and-
toldtold police that Luke appearedappeared-
intoxicated

appeared-
intoxicatedintoxicated .

Finally Luke said he walkedwalk
backwalkedbackwalkbackto the car "aboutabout" halfhalf"

outout-
of

auau-
of

t
of his mind" and about an hourhour.-
and

hoho-
and.andand. a half later a State PolicePolice-trooper PolicPolic-
trooper etrooper arrested him on chargeschargecharges-
of

charge-
of

s
of malicious mischief and disdis-disdis-
orderly

dis-
orderly

-¬-
orderly conductconduct-

"I
.

"II" told the trooper that mym
handsmyhandsmhandswere froze,"," Luke saidsaldsald-
"but

,
,

"butbut" he told me that they lookedlookelooked-
all

II-
allall right to him ." -

Iknew"TheyThey" were hurting me and I
knew I should go to the docdoc-
tor

¬.
tor , but they took me to ththee
jailthejailthjailin Tok."

handhadBy 8 a.mam. . Luke said his handshandhands-
had

s
had swelled greatly and he waswas-
in

wawa-
in

ss
s

in great painpainwhenwhen taken to courtcourt-
at

coucou-
at

rt
at 8:458458: 45 a.mam. .

beforeAt 9 a.mam. . he was brought bebe-bebe-
fore

¬-_
fore Deputy Magistrate AlbertaAlberta-
Clarke

AlbeAlbe-
Clarke

rtaguiltytheClarke . .' He pleaded guilty toto-
thethe charges and waswa s sentencedsentenced-
to

sentencsentenc-
to

ed
to 15 days in jail on each countcount-

"I
.,

"II" didn'tdidnt' want to sentence himbin
buthimbutbinbuthe was balmedbalmed ," Mrs . ClarkeClarkClarke-
said

Clark-
said

e
said.. "HeHeceHe" was simply wild andand-
refused

anan-
refused

dhospitalHerefused to go to the hospital.hospital. .,
He kept saying something aboutabouthavinghaving a dental appointment inin-
AnchorageAnchorageinAnchorage. I sentenced him andand-
toldandtoldtold the trooper to get him toto-
thetothethe hospital at once ," Mrs .
Clarke said .

"TheThe" whole affair in courtcourt-
couldn't

court-
couldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' have lasted over tenten-
minutes

ten-
minutesminutes ," she said . "II" gavegavehimhim an aspirinaspirin-aspirinthataspirin-aspirin-- that was all I
hadhad-hadhad--Ihadhadbecause---. because I could see he was
inwasingreat pain .""

Luke said that he wanted toto-
go

to-
gogothestateto the hospital but that thethe-
statestate trooper and the magistratemagistrate-
appea

magistrate-
appearedappealedappearedappea ed to be more interestedinterested-
inin sending him to jail than to the-
hospital

thethe-
hospitalhospitalhospital"I."II" tried to explain to them thatthat-
I

that-
wasI was not drunk but thatthatitwasit was thethe-

shot
the-

shotshot of the dentist and the coldcold-
that

cold-
thatthat had caused me to be illill. "
Luke said his jaws and face-
also

faceface-
alsoalso were affected by the cold

impairingimpairg his speech .
State Trooper Robert DeanOl-

son
DeanOl-DeanOlDeanl-DeanlDeanOl-

son
Deanl-

son '() -
son who made the arrest said itit-
did

it-
diddid not appear to him that thethe-thethe-
man's

-

man'smans' hands
'

._ were frostbitten ;
, otherwise , he would have "

seenseen-
that

seen-
thatthat he had been sent to a hoshos-hoshos-
pital

hos-
pital

-¬- '

pital at once.
After court ,, arrangementsarrangementS-

werewere made with the Bureau ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian Affairs for hospitaliza-hospitalizahospitaliza-
tion

hospitaliza-
tion

hospitaliza-
tion

-broughttotion of Luke . He was first brought
to St. Joseph'sJosephs' Hospital,, thenthen-
transferred

then-
transferredtransferred to Bassett ArmyArmyHospitalHospitalWainwrightAat FtFl Wainwright.

A Mt. McKinelyMcKiney] mountainmountain-
climber

mountain-
climberclimber , frostbitten slightlyslightlyhim-slightlyhimslightlyhim-
self

himhim-himhim-
self

¬-

spokebeforeself , Art Davidson , who spoke
before the Farthest North PressPress-
Club

Press-
ClubClub Wednesday in FairbanksFairbanks-
said

Fairbanks-
saidsaid it was his understanding ifif-
Luke

if-
LukeLuke had received emergencyemergency-
medicalmedical treatment, he would notnot-
nownowbenow be facing amputations of hishis-
fingefingefingers . .guiltytofingSAskfedAsk d why he pleaded guilty
to theththchargescharges , Luke said hehe-
would

he-
wouldwould have pleaded guilty no-
matter

nono-
mattermatter what the charges werewere-
adding

were-
addingadding , "TheyThey" wouldn'twouldnt' believebelieve-
meme . "

It was about 1 p.mpm... , about 10-101-012 1-012
1-

012
-

1/212/ hours after the incident , bebe-bebe-
fore

be-
fore

¬-
fore Luke was admitted to thethe-
hospitalhospital in Fairbanks . .

Deputy Magistrate Clark inin-inin-
dicated

in-
dicated

¬-
dicated that she had made an-
amended

anan-
amendedamended ,. judgment in the casecase-
directinghospitalizedShedirecting that he be hospitalized
She said that he would not havehave-
to

have-
toto spend any time in jail for thethe-
offenseoffense after he is releasedreleasedfromfromfrom-
thethe hospital. The amendment waswas-
sentsent in four or five days later ,
she saidsaid-

"I
said-

HI"IIHI" don'tdont' care if a person isis-
drinking

is-
drinkingdrinking , if he is cold and wantswants-
toto warm , I would let him comecorne , "puthimsaid Luke . "IIeel" wouldn'twouldnt' try to put
him in jaiL. "


