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this week by guest speaker Howard RockyRdck-RdckRdckditRock , . ,-!editoreditor-editorofdit r-rr't.thi- of-ofofthe't.thit.thitthi'of{.-, .thethej, , .
,: :- , - j.
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PEOPLE OF ALASKA'ALASKA
'
ALASKA-

By

- , : ; ',:: . '
., _
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By Howard RockRckR ck -

_ ' , -: ' - -
- " .

.
-: . -

' - - - - ,

' '' ' ' -specialist.-Wh.en
W-

h.en
W-
hen.
When

.
I earnedlearnedlearn[ d thatthat WillWill-WillCegg- CIeggCeggCleggCI. ,egg ' VQVQQwaswasa'communications)was'awasa.

-QQ'- a'communica- tions

acommunica-

tions-'cbmrnunrcations7I! t s =
:
spespe-spe¬- -

, .

<
,

'

cialistCI all st, IIwaswas interestedmterested from the startstartstart-startstartCstartmmuriic. - CommunicationsCommunicdtionsCmmuriic tions . is.aisars.orso. ,_
"

,00,-0vital :,vital link inin-anyone'sinanyone'sanyones,- anyone'sanyones' endeavor to do somethingsomethi g.':* ' Getting-acro-ss-GettingacrossGettingacross-
to

GettingG fr f-f-fr:5s"-
acro

a-cro"
- r:5s-r:5sr5sr:5s-

to ():->ss-ssss-
to

-- ' : , ..

-

: :
to someone for better understanding is a rewardingexperierewardingrewardingexp,_experiexp'riexp 'riri'

ennce:ce-cece-
and

e -
-. :

.

, -
.

.-

andan this is the level from which .- deeds forfor ,bettermentbett-ermbetterm- ent-entent-
sprang

-_

cancan-cancan-
spring

- :
; , _ ,

-
" ., '

:

springsprang . " '- -- - - -
. _ '

AleutianIslandsI am from Alaska, a huge state. From theth tip.tip. ofo the AleutianAleutian-
-Aleutia-
n:. _ _ '_.

" . _

Islands , from Attu IslandIsJand to be-exactbeexactbebe'exct-Tbe'exctbeexctTbe'exctTtk'- exacted(] ,,-to-tktk-thetke"GantkeGantkt'c"-t-'ct'cc-'"Canadicnalirand n.bordnbord':.border--borderborder-
at

; -

.-
:
- ,- :

at Demarkation Pointoint in the ArcticArcti c, the distancedidistance-isdistanceistance .,-;: isi s over 2,0002000,
"

.
. . ::."

miles . From Point Hope , my homehomevillage.villagevillage-village.villagein.vHlageinvHlagein.- , -inin-": in the Far NorthNo'rth-No'rthNo'rth-
western

North-NorthNorth-
western

'
¬-- . : '

westernwesternpartuart-partpart-- ofofourour state , to KefcfiikanKethikanKet hikan ' near theththe-southern-thesouthernthesoutherntip-_southern
.
uthem .- tip,;

:: .._ _ _ ' .' . :,
'

the distancedi stance is about 1,45014501,450mil.es1,450miles, milesmil-.esmi-les. . Alask'gAlaskgAlasklAlaskaAlask'l haVha'shas'' abouta.bout 34,000340003434,000-
miles

,,'000
- ::

. ."

miles of coastline . Highway mileagemileage
, is small.mn-comparison-

-

small.mncompariso-

n

small.m-
n

smallm-
n

compariso-
n

small.mncomparison-
with

smallsmail
.- in
i-
n.tntn.

'- comparisoncomp'arisoncomparison' <- -
-" :

withwithotherother states andandcountriescountries andEndnd thisthi s necessitatesnecessi.atenecessiate_ !. traveltrav J . byy " ., . .
-' -' ,

air . As a result , our citizens are the #flyingestIlyingestlyingest people perp'erper'
. - - . .

capitap'ercapitain the world , I believeb lieve.. -
. ' :

-

.,

.In a big state like oursoursloursl1Iiere, tfiere1Iieretheretfiereare
,

-areare-,&areboundcire-bound-to"becireboundto"betobe-bound-bound--boundto- to "- be difficulties'dJffic-ulties'dJfficdJfficulties' -
Inin -

-

communications . AreawiseAreawi se, thisthithishass has-has- . been largelylarg ly <
'-

solyed
s-

olyed'

solved. byb
,

, '
.

radio , airai r traveltravelandand by mail . There are other communicationscomm nications : ,_ _ _ >
:

difficulties however . AlaskaAlaskci has variedvariedcustoms.avariedcustorirs.andculturescycu-stom-s.acustom-s.ac-ustoms-.astom-sacustorirs.and-culturescustorirs.andculturescustorirs.andcustorirsandcultures-tomrs *'
. an

:cTcTcultures- culturescurf res -_
, '. ;-

depending on geographicalge graphical locations .
. ThisThi s' factf< r;

, aloneooee poses,

difficultiesdiposesdiposesdifficultiesffi culties in getting acrossacro; ss ideas fromfmf m people to peoplepe plplee.
' ThisThiThi-

was
s .

was especiallyesp cially true ini.nin
.

the not-too-distantnottoodistantn.ot-too-distantn.ottoodistantn.otnottoodistant.
- - past .

'
Our native people havehav begun to findfindoutout that in communicacommuniccommunica-communica-

tions
¬-

tions , education isj s onatan excellent shortcut . However , theyt e ' havehave-
not

aveave-
notnot yet had the benefit ofofadeqJateofadequateadequateadeqJate book-learningbooklearningbook-Ieamin'gIeamin'gIeaming- ' now generallygenerally-generally-
enjoyed

-.

enjoyedenioyed in our United States . ThisThissituation,: situation is veryyery nqtice'ablenqticeablenoticeablen t c 'a.blabl
.

.

in the northern halfhalfofof the state . We areoreare nowno hopefulh peful thatthat ininaa --

few generations , adequateade'qualeadequale' education will becomebecome-generalbecomegeneralbecomegeneral-general . AimsAims-
to

Aims-
toto give the EskimosEskmosEsk mos , Indians and Aleuts goo.dgood. education; 'ateate'are '- ".. .. ..

:- ', -. .

beginning to formfarm , andanti in a few years , the practicalpractic.alpractic.alapp'icationpracticalapplication
.

applicationapp'icationappication' ' -

.

of this muchneededpropermuch-neededmuchneeded- proper schooling '
shouldshogld begin

'
to bring -

results . The lacklackofof01o-fof-
it at the preservtpresen-tpresentpresent- time is a hindrancehil1dr nc-encenceto- to ourourour-

progress
our-

progressprogressprogress in the competitive world into whichwhichwewe have beenben
.

'
-

plungedplungedwithinwithin a periodperjoperiodofofofaa hundredhunared years more or less . .. '..
:

- ._ _ ._ . '

A hundredhundredyearsyears iiss butb'ut' a fractionfr.action. in the educationaleducatiortal traditradi-tradi-
tions

tr di-did-
itions

¬-
tions off the world, somes me ofofwhichwhich have beenb n ,.. inin existenceexisten'ceexistence' forfor-
thousands

for-
thousandsthousands ofofyearsyears . In Alaska our native people,# especiallyespeciaUy in-
the

inin-
thethe Far North , have been exposedeJepo.sedeJeposede 4aosed. to schoolingschoojing for scarcely
75 years andandmuchmuchmuchofof thisthi s exposureexpo r to.JWestern-typeto.JWesterntypeto.JWesterntoJWesterntypetQ-Westem-typetQWestem...-Westem --type-educationtypeeducationtypeeducation-
has

.- educationducationeducation-
has

ducation-
hashas been spotty andanderraticerratic . If you care to ask questions 'aboutabout-
this

bo t .

thisthi s, !I will try to answer them after thisthi s little talk . -

As fartar as schoolschoolinaschoolingina among our people in Alaska isi-s"concernedis"concernedsconcernedis"concerned-
we

-s-concsconc-"concernedrnedrned-
wewe are, IIwouldwouldwouldsaysay , barely beginningbegfraning: to get our feetfeet.wetfeetwetfeet-wetfeetwet.

.
.- wet .

There are some promisingprom sing signs that we are .slowlyslowly. makingm ing ,_
_' . , . ". ' _

mincing steps towardtowardestabtowardestablishingestablishingestab ishing an educationaleducatioaleducatiorsal", rrtraditiontrbditiondition . We ,. -

are beginning to graduate our Aleuts , Indiansrndian and EskimosEskimo. withwith-
degreesdegrees from colleges andanduniversitiesuniversities . Our native parentsparents.areparentsareparents-theparentstheparents.are-
now

.- are
now alsoal so realizingreal i zing that our educatedyoungeducated '

young people ,. are
.-
well

w-ell.
well .,

equipped for acquiring good jobsiobs--iobsiobsjobs--jobsjobs- - jobs that.that. are lucrativeIIcrcr tive andd .

desirabledesirable. Knowing this-
-thi-s

thistheythisthi s, theyaretheyt.hth. y are_ starting-startingstartingtostarting-to--encouragestartingtoencourage- to-totoencourage'---- encourage theirtheir-
children '-Pcrents

P-crents'-children to go to schoolscho T. Parents ' blessing counts a great dealddeal-
especially

ll-

especiallyespeciallyespeciallywhenwhen
,
we are justiust venturing intointo-learningintolearning- learning new ways-

of
waysw ss-

'of'ofof'. of doing things . -

As far as Tundra Times fsisi s concerned , I believebelivebeli ve that beforebefore-
wewe started publishing five years ago , communications amongamong-
our

among-
ourour peoplepeopl andandourour Caucasian friends waswasverywas-verywasveryvery-very- poor . 1I :think-
our

thinkthink-
ourour newspaper has been ofofsomesome help in bridging the gap'gap'gg'' ,
especiallyespeci ally in posing our peoples ' problems

.

that were generallygeneral.ly-general.lygeneral.ly-
unknown

generally-
unknown

.

-

unknown before we camecame-cameoncame-oncameon- on the newspaper scene . We havehave-
tackledtackledtackledassignmentsassignments otherot er newspapers dareddarednotnot touch . WedidWe-didWedidWedid-
not

Wedid-
not

:.-
not always make friendsfriend's' inindoing'doingdoing-doing'- things like that but we feltfelt-
that

felt-
thatthat ififwewe didn'tdidnt' , nothing would bebe-bedone.- done abQ"f'thabQfthaboutabut" ' them11 . ThisThiswewe _-

have done andandsomesome ofo'fo'fourofour'
our major problems arearare-nowarenow.<- now being concon-concon-

sidered
con-

sidered
¬-

sideredsideredonon the national levellevelasas wellwellasasasasonononthe,--thethe- statestate leveL"evelevel" ..
Some of them are on the way to being 'solvedsol"ved" . , >° -

,

II believe Tundra Times has , in some measure , helped to
_

'

bridgetobridgethe ingap prevalent misunderstandings among"among'" ourpeoplesourpeoplesealizethatandandourour Caucasian friends ., It! t has mademadeus'-usu-s--usu-s'-us realizeealize1=
that communications are vital if"if"ifweifwe" we must makemake prprogress-inprogressin-progressintheprogressg essessin-inin- in the -'-_ -

complex activities of the present day world .


