
FRITZ ELUCIDATESELUCIDATES-
HEALTH

ELUCIDATES-
HEALTHHEALTH NEEDSNEEDSEdi-

tor's(Editor'sEditors' Note: The following letter was written by State ReRe-ReRe-
presentative

Re-
presentative

¬-
presentative tiiloMilo H . Fritz, M.DMD. . , to Grass Roots Aide John
AngaiakJohnAngaiakAngaiakofof TwunakTununak in response to questions raised by An-An-gaiakAngaiakabout health services for Natives in Alaska ) . .

Dear Mr . AngaiakAngai ak :

This is to answer your letter of the 28th28thofof February whichwhich-
u

which-
justjust; u st arrivedarri ved here where IIamam aatLegi'+'LegislatorLegislatortLegi slslatorator representingrepresentins DistrictDi strict
8 and I hope particularly the Native people ofofruralrural Alaska..

IIwitIwillwillwitwillnow)' now answer your questions .
The ANHS hospitalshospitals are effective . But they are not nearlynearly-

aspeoplefromas effective as they would be were they controlledcon tro IIIIeded by people
from Alaska . As it is, their policies are determined in WashWash-Wash-
ington

Wash-
ington

¬-
ington . TheyTheyareare overstaffed , inefficient , poorlypoorry managed , andand-
are

and-
areare really a disgrace to the community .

The negative attitude of the people running ANHS hospitalshospitals-
is

hospital-
siisi s occasioned by their lacklackofofofneedneed to be responsive to thethe-
needs

the-
needsneeds of the people . In other words , if theytheywerewere dependentdependent-
upon

dependent-
uponupon the approvalapprovalofof the people of Alaska or lose their jobs ,
you may be sure that they wouldwouldsmartensmarten up considerably . AsAs-
it

As-
itit is , they can laughlaughatat us since they get their direction andand-
their

and-
theirtheir money from Washington , D.CDC. .

I think that when peoples of Native villages are told that itit-
is

it-
isis illegal for them to take up a collectioncoliectioncoli ection ofofmoneymoney to bringbringananan-
ANHS

an-
ANHSANHS dentistdenti st there because the ANHS doesn'tdoesnt' have money toto-
send

to-
sendsend the dentistdenti st itself , I thinkthi nk that is negativenegotivenegoti ve. I think that ifif-
you

if-
youyou inquiredinquiredamongamong the mothers and fathers of the villages asas-
to

as-
toto what kindkindofof treatment their youngsters are getting , theythey-
will

they-
willwill telltellyouyou how negative the approachapproachofof the ANHS hospitalshospitals-
areare.

Further, If have a letterIetterI etter on my desk from November
.

, 1966,
from the SchoolSchoolnursenurse at the Beltz highhighschoolschool in Nome sayingsaying-
that

saying-
thatthat about 6068% of the kids going to theth-'eth-e' Beltz schoolschooleithereithereither-
need

either-
needneedneedeyeglasseseyeglasses, hearinghearingaidsaids or both ! How negative can youyou-
get

you-
getget?

I dodonotnot understandunderstandwhatwhat you mean bybyaa graphicgraphic ratio toto-
pati

to-
patientpatientpati ent to non-patientnonpatientnon-patinonpati-- ent. IfIfyouyou mean , are there lots of peoplepeople-
needing

people-
needingneeding simple medicalmedicalcarecare who are not getting it, let'slets' saysay-
that

say-
thatthat there are plentypientypi enty of them . I alsoal so know that the AlaskaAIaskaAIAlaska-
Native

askaaska-
NativeNative Health Service does not use to anywhere near itsits-
proper

its-
properproper percentpercent the availability of doctors like myselfmyselfwhowho areare-abl are-ablehavEtdonehavedoneableabl e, willing andandreadyready to serve as consultantscon sultants as I havehavEt
done , sometimes with their help andandsometimessometimes in spite ofoftheirtheir help andandsometimessometimes in opposition to them, as you rere-rere-
member

re-rere-
member

-¬-
member in St . Mary'sMarys' four years ago .

All hospitalshospitals nowadays lose money . Nevertheless , becausebecause-
private

because-
privateprivate hospitals have to lose as little money as possible,
their operations are far more efficient thanthen the governmentgovernment-
sponsored

government-
sponsoredsponsored hospitalshospitals .

There are two reasons for their being one dentist for 11,0001100011,00-
0people

,
people11,000peoplebecause. , lnIn the first place, no dentist couldcouldmakemake a living be-bebe -..HealthServicecause the people are poor . Secondly , the Alaska Native HealthService and its parent organization thePublicHealth, United States PublicHealth Service, rigidly refuse to train Native people in thethe-
small

the-
smallsmallsmallvillagesvillages how to be Native dentists. There was one who
diedwhodieddiedaa fewfew'yearsfewyears'years ago named Jimmy OtiyahokOtiyahokatat Gambell . InIn-
hYO

In-
twohelearnedtwohYO summers , that is. about twelvetwel ve weeksweek s ' instructionin struction , he
learned how to fill teeth beautifullybeauti fully andandextractextract them neatly .
HisHi s village was a modelmodelcomparedcompared to all the others that I

have seen where there are no dentistsdenti sts . A program like thisthithis-could ss-couldcould be developed by the Alaska Dental Association and thethe-
peopl

the-
peoplepeoplepeopl e practicing in the villagesviIIagesviII ages wouldwaulwouldnotddnotnot be allowed to movemove-
around

move-
aroundaroundaroundelseelse, needless to soysay , poor dentistry wouldwouldresultresultresult-
everywhere

result-
everywhereeverywhere. IfI f dentaldentalassidentalassistantsassistantsassi stants trainedtrai ned like thisthi s were rere-rere-
stri

re-
stricted

-¬-
strictedstri cted to the villagevi IIIIageage of theirthei r choicechoi ce , then the dental healthhealth-
of

health-
ofof the people wouldwoul d be very much improved .

When IIwentwent back in 1961 to Saint Mary'sMarys' and did those 7171-
Tonsil

71-
tonsiltonsilTonsiloperationsoperations in five days , theth noise coming out of thethec-

ontinued

thec-

ontinued( continuedcontinuedonon Page 4)4)
]
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Alaska Native Health Service went to ., thethe-theeffect
-

effecteffect ththatt .itit..itwasit was-waswas-
unsafe

was ._-_ _ :. -- -----
unsafeun safe to do theseth ese operations-inoperationsinoperations.inoperationsinoperatioperationon -. in hospitalshohospitals1&ehospitals1espitalspitalss-s-slileelitelile-e-lileelileeth&- '- thoseththoseat;atttBethel-

Bethel-BethelSethelBethelrr, . -.. - ' -- ;.

Kotzebue/KotzebueKotzebueBarrow/, Barrow and placespiacespiplaceslikeaces like-like,- ,. that . *'+ 1IImaintainmaintain that if I ,
alone, one single doctor , with the helphelp-helpof,- of the nurses ,. andCI1d thethe-
Jesuit

the-
JesuitJesuit Fathers could do 7171operationsoperations "-safelys-afely.".-safelys-afelysafely,, '

inn five days ;
'-surely
s-urely'surely they ought to be aeleablea le to do operationsperations yearye !j1inin!_ _andrr.d'arandyearrr.drrdrr.dy. yeary 'arar'

' -

out safely at the hospitals-As-thehospitalsAsthehospitalshospitalsAsho spital s-As.the-fessAs.thefessAs.theAsthefes.:. -AsAs-- . .-the result-resuTt7oT1t1tortofortortCt6thatCt6? , 600600ne600newsnews-
papers.learned

newsne s-ss-
papers

¬- '

papers.learnedpaperslearnedpapers.learnedofpapers ,. learnedlearnedofof the event and the " Alaska Nativel'JativelJative' HealthHeHealth-
Service

lth '

ServiceServi ce had to hire a well-trainedwelltrained- United States Public HealthHealth-
Service

, "

ServiceServi ce ENT doctor who diddidaboutabout 3,00030003.000,. tonsiltonsilandandandadenoidadenoidadenoid-adenoidadenoid-
operations

adenoid-
operations

-
operations before they finally sent him backbock to thetI1 StatesStates-
after

States-
afterafter all the excitement from the St . Mary'sMarys' episode had , dieddied-
down

died-
down

. ,
down .

-

IIamam a Republican . However , allalLyourdl.yourdlyour. your representatives , John;:
'

'Westdall , Willie Hensley , Jules Wright , Tom BaioneBalneBaloneBal
, ne, 'alla'all'allellellareareaare-

convinced
'

convinced that I am very , vey deeply Jnterestinterested, l in the health1ealth}healthhealth-
of

,.

of the Natives no matter what their politics maymmay'bemaybey-'bey-be' be. YourYou'r' , youryoyour-youryour-
self

r-rr-
sel

¬-
selfsel f, having experiencedexper.encedexperencedexper.encedwhatexperiencedwhat. what IIcancan do , surelysu ; l do-dodoyoudo.you;.- you thinkthithink-
that

kk-
thatthat IIwaswas influencedinfluenc d by politicalpolitipoliticalmotivescalcalmotimotivesmoti ves ? _ _

I wouldwoulwouldveryddveryvery much like you to havehaye thisthi s letterlett r reproducedreproduced-
and

reproduced-
andand give it to whomever you wishwi sh , becabecause-1because1becausese--IseI-

-
I amamwillingam *' willing toto-

stand
to-

stand
.standstandupup andandexplandexplainexplainexpl ain further ififanybodyanybody wantswants anyanymoremoremoreore

,exex-exex-
planations

ex-
planations

¬- '
.planations either on the radio , in print ,; 'prpr'

:pror '-on
o-n'on televisiontelevi sion .

What the doctors in Anchorage toldtold.youtoldyouyou.you.. , I have 'nono'

no way ofof-
knowing

_

knowing . RealizeReali ze that .mostmost. of these young men are justiust . serv-servserv-
ing

servry-ryry-
ing

¬- . - " ' , - , .

ing two years as a debt to their country , whichwhjchwhjchallwhichallall doctorsdoctors-
must

doctors-
mustmust pay sometime afterfter they graduate . ILtheylf.theylftheyIf ...theythey. make a lot..

"-

of
o-f"-

ofnoi
"

ofof-
noisenoisenoi se andandsaysay a lot of bad things about their superiorssu eriors , whowhwho-
areare permanent officials in the ., Alaska Native Health Service'Service' ,
you may be sure that theytheywillwill have a tough two yearsyearsHenceyears-HenceyearsHence. Hence-Hence- ,
it is best for them to keep their mouths shut,: putput.inputin,.fnin theirth'eir'

twotwtwo-
yearsyears , andandgetget out as soon as theytheycancan . This also explains
why few goodgoodmenmen stay in the Alaska Native Health ServiceService-
oror other government services whenw en .theythey.theycantheycan. -cancan<-- : an do betterbetter-orbetteror-or bebe-bebe-
happier

-"" .

happier or both in private practice . .
-

'

IIamam makingmakingeveryeveryefforttoeveryeveryeffortto.doac.tecfefforteffortto.do--ac.tecfefforttodoac.tecfeffortto.doefforttodoac.tecfactecfeffort-toeffortto,- to . dodoado--adoa'- -aa--- : crea'fcreafcreditable' table ' jobjjobsob'sobso'so thatththatthe, <

. , ':"
people'speoples' children in the villages will getget'to-get'togettoget-togetto-get'toschool' to-to-toschool- schoolschoolwith'theirschoolwithwithwith'their---with'theirwiththeirwith'their-
eyes

' their ''- - - " - -

eyes andandearsears and bodies in asass goodgoogoodconditionconditionco'ndition'
.-and
a-nd.,and

,
theirtheir"mindstheirmindstheir"minds-

working
'" mindsindsinds-

workingworkingworkingasas wellwellasas the youngstersYOU1gst rs who get toto-gotogo- go to school inin-
the

in-
thethe citiescHies as Anchorage , Juneau and Fairbanks . ThankingTnanking-TnankingTnanking-
y

Thanking-
you

-

youyouy very deeply for your concern and interest and taking thethe-
time

the-
timetime to write a letterIetterI etter, IIremainremainremain-

Yours

remain
_ . __ "

_ - , - " ,

Yours sincerelysincer ly,

Milo H . Fritz , M.DMD. .


