
Congress Urged foto ' Spend $1818$ Mi/lionMilionMillionMillion-

For

Million-

For

/

For Gross Health Sanitation Def/c/encesDefcencesDeficien-cesDeficiencesDeficiences/ / -
Congress was urged lastlast-

Monday
last-

MondayMonday to appropriate $1818$18-
million

$18-
million

$
million in fiscal 1968 forfor-
construction

for-
constructionconstruction of water andand-
sanitation

and-
sanitation

and-
sanitationsanitation facilities inin-
American

in-
AmericanAmerican Indian and AlaskanAlaskan-
Native

Alaskan-
Native

Alaskan-
NativeNative communities so as toto-
correct

to-
correctcorrect gross sanitation defi-
ciencies

defidefi-defidefi-
ciencies

¬-
ciencies in five to six yearsyears .

Dr. Carl Muschenheim ,
Chairman of the NationalNational-
Committee

National-
CommitteeCommittee on Indian HealthHealth-
of

Health-
ofof the Association on AmerAmer-Amer-
ican

Amer-AmerAmer-
ican

-¬-
ican Indian Affairs , testifiedtestified-
before

testified-
beforebefore a Senate SubcommitteeSubcommittee-
that

Subcommittee-
thatthat the ' provision of a safesafe-
water

safe-
waterwater supply , and facilitiesfacilities-
for

facilities-
forfor the sanitary disposaldisposalofofof-
human

of-
humanhuman waste "isis" the mostmost-
crucial

most-
crucialcrucial and far-reachingfarreachingfal-reachingfal-'-- stepstep-
which

step-
whichwhich can be taken to elieli-elieli-
minate

eli-
minate

¬-
minate a large residue ofof-
illness

of-
illnessillness whichwhichcontinuescontinues toto-
plague

to-
plagueplague the Indian and AlaskanAlaskan-
Native

Alaskan-
NativeNative population but whichwhich-
has

which-
hashas long-sincelongsince-- been reducedreduced-
toto manageable proportionsproportions-
among

proportions-
amongamong the

.
greateat majority ofof-

the
of-

the
of-

thethe United States ."
Dr. Muschenheim pointedpointed-

out
pointed-

outout that the total backlogbacklog-
need

backlog-
needneed for sanitary facilities onon-
Indian

on-
IndianIndian reservations and inin-
Alaskan

in-
AlaskanAlaskan Native villages isis-
estimated

is-
estimatedestimated to bebeatat least $100100$100-
million

$100-
million

$

million , andandsaidsaid that, "atat"at-
the

"at-
the

"
the present rate of expendiexpendi-¬--

turetore it will take approximately
10 years to catchcatchupup to this-
backlog

thisthis-
backlogbacklog. "

President Johnson'sJohnsons' Indianlindianlindian-
sanitation

([Indian-
sanitationsanitation constructionconstroction budbud-bbud-
get

chch-
get

-¬
get request for fiscal 19681968-
to

1968-
toto correct existing gross dede--dede-def-
iciencies

de-
ficiencies

-¬-
ficiencies is $10,464,00010464000$ , , .

Dr. Muschenheim testified.testified.testified-
before

.testified-
beforebefore the Senate SubcomSubcom-Subcom-
mittee

Subcom-
mittee

-¬-
mittee on Appropriations forfor-
futerior

for-
InteriorInteriorfuterior and Related AgenciesAgencies-
chairman

Agencies-
chairman( chairman , Senator CarlCarl-

Hayden
Carl-

HaydenHayden , ._ D-DDArizD -. , Ariz . ) duringduring-
hearings

during-
hearingshearings on President JohnJohn-John-
son's

John-
son's

-¬-
son'ssons' budget for fiscal 19681968-
for

1968-
forfor the Division of IndianIndian-
Health

Indian-
HealthHealth .

The President'sPresidentsPresidenttPresidentts' s programprogram-
activity

"

activity budget for thethe-
Division

the-
DivisionDivision for fiscal 1968 rere-rere-
quests

re-
quests

-¬-
quests $82,133,00082133000$ , , .

In support of a sanitationsanitation-
construction

sanitation-
constructionconstruction programIJ'OgramIJOgram' of thethe-
magnitude

the-
magnitudemagnitude recommendedrecommencted byby-
the

by-
thethe National Committee onon-
Indian

on-
IndianIndian Health , Dr. MuschenMuschen-Muschen-
heim

Muschen-
heim

¬--
heim urgedurgedanan appropriationappropriation-
for$5,925,000forfor fiscal 1968 of $5,925,0005925000$ , ,
for field health services .

He also recommended that

the Subcommittee and thethe-
Division

the-
DivisionDivision of Indianfudian Health exex-exex-
plore

ex-
plore

¬--
plore the current status ofof-
D.IH

of-
D.IHD.IHDIH. , . nurses ' salaries to dede-dedet-
ermine

de-
termine

-¬-
termine whether they are on aa-
competitive

a-
competitivecompetitive level with thosethose-
of

those-
of

those-
ofof nurses in non-federalnonfederal- inin-inin-
stitutions

in-
stitutions

¬-
stitutions .

A fourthfourthrecommendationrecommendationrecommendation-
asked

recommendation-
askedasked the Subcommittee toto-
explore

to-
exploreexplore the feasibility ofof-
establishing

of-
establishingestablishing a communitycommunity-
transportation

community-
transportationtransportation system onon-
Indian

on-
IndianIndian reservations in supsup-supsup-
port

sup-
port

-¬-
port of medical , educationaleducational-
and

educational-
andand other community needs .

In pointing out that thethe-
lack

the-
lacklack of a proper water supplysupplyc-

ontinued1-continued1continued1continuedoncontinuedon-( continued on Page 4)4)



SanifafcrfionSanitatationSan ita tat ion Funds . . .
'

( continued from page 3)33-
)and

3-
)and

)

and adequate sanitary facilifacili-facili-
ties

facili-
ties

¬--
ties are at the base of mostmost-
diseases

most-
diseasesdiseases among AmericanAmeAmerican-
Indians

'icanican'ican-
Indians 'Indians , Eskimos and Aleuts ,

Dr . MuschenheimMuschenhem emphasizedemphasized-
that

emphasized-
thatthat until these conditionsconditions-
areare corrected the AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian and Alaskan NativesNatives-
would

Natives-
wouldwould be unable to achieveachieve-
economic

achieve-
economiceconomic stability .

"ItIt" is only by an effectiveeffective-
attack

effective-
attackattackattackonon the medically dandan-dandan-
gerous

dan-
gerous

¬-
gerous physicalphysicalconditionsconditions inin-
which

in-
whichwhich so many Indian andand-
Alaskan

and-
AlaskanAlaskan NativeNatiyeN atiye families are :

virtually trapped ," saidsaid-
Dr

said-
DrDr. Muschenheim , "thatthat" wewe-
can

we-
cancan effectively reduce thethe-
attack

the-
attackattack rates of these illill-illill-
nesses

ill-
nesses

¬-
nesses , diminish the balefulbaleful-
toll

baleful-
tolltoll of infant mortality andand-
eliminate

and-
eliminateeliminate the frightfulfrightfulwastwastwast-wast-
age

wast-wastwast-
age

¬--
age of human andandeconomiceconomiceconomic-
resresourcesres wrcesairces taken by the disdis-disdis-
abilities

dis-
abilities

-¬-
abilities they produce ."

Dr. Muschenheim cited aa-
number

a-
numbernumber of diseases ininwwhichwwhich-
a

hi hh-
aa positiveIDsitive statistical correcorre-corre-
lation

corre-correcorre-
lation

-¬-
lation has been establishedestablished-
between

established-
betweenbetween those illnesses andand-
poor

and-
poorpoor environmental factors..

"ForFor" example ," he said ,
"thethe" dysentery attackattackraterate is
413 cases annually per
1000 population in IndianIndian-
communities

Indian-
communities

.
communities where there isis-
no

is-
nono on-premisesonpremiseson-premises water supply.
WithWithanan inside water supply ,

the rate fallsfallstoto-to,- 139 casescases-
per

cases-
perper 1000 population .

A further example is trachtrach-trach-
om

trach-
oma

-¬-
omaomoma , which is virtually nonnon-non-
existent

non-nonnon-
existent

-¬-
existent in areas where therethere-
is

there-
isis an indoor water supply . "
Today , approximately two-twotwo-
thirds

two-
thirds

two-
thirds

--
thirds of American IndiansIndians-
and

Indians-
andand Alaska Natives haulhaul-
their

haul-
theirtheir drinking water , in somesome-
in

some-
ininstancesin stances , a mile or more ,

from potentially,
contaminatedcontaminated-

source
contaminate-

dsourcesourcesource , ininunsanitizedunsanitized concon-con-
tainers

con-concon-
tainer

¬-
tainerstainer , , and have grossly inin-inin-
adeq

in-
adequate

¬-
adequateadeqadeqateate waste disposaldisp'osal' fafa--fafa-fa-
cilities

fa-
cilities

-¬-
cilities or no facilities atat-
all

at-
allall . .

Infantile dysentery , Dr.
Muschenheim said , "occursoccurs"occurs-
thirtyfive

""
thirty-fivethirtyfive- times more fre-frefre-
quently

fre-
quently

fre-
quently

e--.-,

, quently among the native-
populations

nativenative-
populationspopulations than amongamong-
the

among-
thethe population in general .

TheThe mortality due to in-
fantile

inin-inin-
fantile

¬-
fantile dysentery among the-
Indians

thethe-
IndiansIndians and Alaskan NativesNatives-
isis 17 times that of the UnitedUnited

I

States population as aa-
whole

a-
wholewhole . ""

Even when not fatal , hehe-
added

he-
addedadded , dysentery , infectiousinfectious-
meningitis

infectious-
meningitismeningitis and encephalitisencephalitis-
may

encephalitis-
maymay be the cause of permanperman-perman-
ent

perman-
ent

¬-
ent brain damage .

"ItIt" is estimated that 50% ofof-
the

of-
thethe mental retardation ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska NativesNatives is due to rer-rre-re&-rs-
idual

re-
sidual

¬-
sidualsi-dualsidual

-

brain damage fromfrom-
acute

from-
acuteacute infectious disease sufsuf-suf-
fered

suf-sufsuf-
fered

¬--'

fered in infancy ," he stated .
Upper res piratorypratory infecinfec-infec-

tions
infec-

tions
-¬-

tions and their dangerous sese-sese-
quel

se-
quel

-¬-
quel , otitis media ( inflamma-linflammalinflamma-IIinflamminflamminflammaI-
tion

-
tion of the middle ear ) , an-
important

anan-
importantimportant-important- cause of hearinghearing-
loss

hearing-
lossloss and consequent learning-
impairment

learninglearning-
impairmentimpairment among Indian chilchil-chipchil-
dren

chip-
then

¬-
drenthen ; lower respiratory inin-inin-
fections

in-
fections

¬-
fections ( influenza and-
pneumonia

andand-
pneumoniapneumonia deaths in 19641964-
among

1964-
amongamong the Indians occurredoccurred-
twice

occurred-
twicetwice as frequently , andand-
among

and-
amongamong Alaskan Natives threethree-
times

three-
timestimes as frequently , as amongamong-
the

among-
thethe general population '

) ;

bronchitibronchitiss ; and tuberc dodosisulosisdosis-
were

ulosis-
were

si s
were also cited by Dr . Muse-
henheim

MuscMuse-MuseMuse-
henheim

-¬

henheim as environmentallyenvironmentally-
related

environmentally-
relatedrelated diseases widespread-
among

widespreadwidespread-
amongamong Indians , Eskimos , andand-
Aleuts

and-
AleutsAleuts .

In fact, Dr. MuschenheimMuschenheim-
stated

Muschenheim-
statedstated , "thethe" incidence ofof-
infectious

of-
infectious.infectiousinfectious., respiratory diseasea-
mong

diseasedise sese-
amongamong the AmericanAm ican IndiansIndins ,
as reflected in hospital disdis-disdisc-
harge

dis-
charge

-¬-
charge rates , is five timestimes-
that

times-
thatthat of the rest of the popupu-pupopu-x}>pul-
ation

popu-
lation

¬-
lation of the United States .

theincidenceAmong Alaskan Natives thetletltli-
ncidence

e
incidence is seven times asas-
great

as-
greatgreat .""

The Association on Ameri-
can

AmeriAmeri-Ameri-
can

¬-
can Indian Affairs is a na-
tional

nana-nanat-
ional

-¬-
tionaltionalvoluntaryvoluntary organization-
founded

organizationorganization-
foundedfounded in 1922 to assistassist-
American

assist-
AmericanAmerican Indians , EskimosEskimoEskimos-
and

ss-
andand Aleuts in their efforts toto-
achieve

to-
achieveachieve economic andandsoso-
cial

soso-soso-
cial

-¬

cialcialequalityequality withwithotherotherother-
Americans

other-
AmericansAmericans .

Its offices are at 432 ParkPark-
Avenue

Park-
AvenueAvenue South , New York City .
The President is AldenAlden-
Stevens

Alden-
StevensStevens . The Executive DirDir-DirDir-
ector

-¬-

ector is William Byler .
Its National Committee on-

Indian
onon-

IndianIndian Health is composedcomposedofofof-
doctors

of-
doctorsdoctors , anthropologists andand-
tribal

and-
tribaltribaltribalandand public ' healthhealth-
workers

health-
workersworkersexperiencedinwho are experienced
in the conduct of healthhealhealth-
programs

thth-
programsprograms on the reservations .


