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A Strange-

Turn
StrangeStrange-

TurnTurn of EventsEventsW-
hatWhat seems to us a strange turn ofofeventsevents last weekweek-week-

end

week-

end

¬-

endendwaswas the meeting of the AlaskaAIaskaAI aska Federation of NativeNative-
Associ

Native-
AssociationsAssociationsAssoci ations in Anchorage . Its planningpianningpiplanningwasanninganningwaswas done soso-

qui

so-
quietlyquietlyqui etly that some nativen ati ve leaderseadersIeadersI , whose areas are of thethe-

utmost

the-

utmostutmost seriousness in the affairs ofofourour people , were notnot-

even

not-

eveneven notifiednotifinotifiedofededofof the impending conference . Furthermore ,

it conflictedconflictedwithwithwithanotheranother important meeting , the TananaTanana-
Chiefs

Tanana-
ChiefsChiefs Conference held in Tanana the same weekend .

Perhaps the Anchorage conference might have beenbeen-

productive
been-

productiveproductive in that i4i-titit-itadoptedadopted the federation constitution .

We only hope it encompasses allallareasareas ofofconcernconcern , eveneven-
without- without the key people that should have been therethere-
onon its deliberationsdel i beration s . We alsoal so heard thatth at momentousmomentoumomentous-
problems

ss-
problemsproblems , suchsuchasas the landlandclaimsclaims , were mentionedmentioned-mentioned-

again

mentioned-

again
-

again without the key people who have profound interestinterest-
inin the matter .

What about the election of the officers ? Will they bebe-
sati

be-
satisfactorysatisfactorysati sfactory to theth statewidestatewi de membershipmembersh i p of thethef-
ederation

thth-
federation

e

federation ? AlthoughAlthoughsomesome of those electedelectedareare men of-ofof-

unquestioned
of-

unquestioned
of-

unquestioned
-

unquestionedunquestionedabilityability , there seem to be a toptop-heavynesstopheavynesstopheavynessi-
n

-heavyness
in the slots filled by Anchorage area native leadership .

IfIfwewe are correct in our assumption , the federation mightmight-
tend

might-
tendtend to become urbanized . That wouldwouldnudgenudge aside thethe-
rural

the-
ruralruralruralareasareas for which , we believe in most part , ththethe-

organization
?

organization was formed in thetne first place . The mannermanner-
in

manner-
inin which it was conducted has made us wonder whetherwhether-

the

whether-

thethe meeting might have createdcreatedaa pegleg in which itsits-
future

its-
futurefuture steps might not maneuver quite normally .

The diedi e is castcost , however , and the concensus of thethe-
native

the-
nativenative leaders outside of the Anchorage area seems toto-

be

to-

bebe : "WeWe" willwi IIIIgogo along withwi th it , otherwiseotherwi se , it mightmi ght fall-
to

fall
. ""to piecespieces .


