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40 Pupils to StateState-
School

State-
SchoolSchool in Protest

By Tom SnappSnapp-
Kenneth

Snapp-
Kenneth

Snapp-
KennethKenneth Albert , president ofof-

the
of-

thethe village of Northway ,
says his

4, people are readyready-
toto protest a deplorabledeplorable-
"de

deplorable-
"de"dede" facto" school segreationsegreation-
si

segreation-
situationsituationsi tuation .

And he called on AlaskaAlaska-
native

Alaska-
nativenative groups for supportsupport-
should

support-
shouldshould the people of NorthwayNorthway-
carry

"-
carry through the protest andand-
transport

-

transport on masse all thethe-
students

the-
studentsstudents from the BIA schoolschool-
at

school-
atat the village of Northway toto-
the

to-
thethe statest e school located nearnear-
the

near-
thethe Northway Federal AviationAviation-
facilities

Aviation-
facilitiesfacilities .

He said the Northway villagevillage-
council

village-
councilcouncil earlier had discusseddiscussed-
pulling

discussed-
pullingpulling offoff ' the protest movemove-
next

move-
nextnext fall but ,. in light of recentrecent-
developments

recent-
developmentsdevelopments , might pull itit-
off

it-
offoff before the end of thisthis-
school

this-
schoolschool year .

-

"WeWe" want to mix our kidskids-
with

kids-
withwith the non-nativenonnative- kids soso-
they

so-
theythey can learn a better way ofof-
Ii

of-
livinglivingIiving , " ' Albert saidsaid-

"We're
.

"We'reWere" ' tired of this double-doubledouble-
shifting

double-
shifting

double-
shifting

-
shifting . We'reWere' tired of havinghaving-
ou

having-
ourourou kids packed in a 19 by

25 ft . classroomclassroom-ofclassroomof-of receivingreceiving-
anan inferiorLilferior education . "

"We'reWere" ' simply going to taketake-
all

take-
allall forty kids at the villagevillage-
and

village-
andand deposit them at the statestate-
school

state-
schoolschool.. It will be their head-headheadc-

ontinued
headc-

ontinued
headc-

ontinued
-
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acneache then ; we'veweve' hadad a headhead-head-
ache

¬-.
ache for the past 29 years ."

Since 1938 when the firstfirst-
Bureau

first-
BureauBureau of Indian AffairsAffairs-
School

Affairs-
SchoolSchool began in NorthwayNorthway-inNorthwayinNorthwayin-
the

- in
the home of Walter NorthwayNorthway-Northway-
to

-
to the present . Albert claimsclaims-
there

claims-
therethere has never Tbeen> een a studentstudent-
who

student-
whowho graduated from the BIABIA-
Northway

BIA-
NorthwayNorthway elementary schoolschool-
who

school-
whowho has gone on to graduategraduatef-
rom

graduatef-
romfrom high school .

"We'veWeve" ' only had about sixsix-
people

six-
peoplepeople from our village toto-
graduate

to-
graduategraduate from high school andand-
all

and-
allall of them were able to do soso-
because

so-
becausebecause they were moved toto-
other

to-
otherother schools while in thethe-
lower

the-
lowerlower grades . "

Albert , himself a highhigh-
school

high-
schoolschool graduate , waswa.-swa-s. sent toto-

special
to-

specialspecial elementary school atat-
Mt

at-
MtMt . Edgecumbe as a smallsmall-
child

small-
childchild .

The school situation atat-
Northway

at-
NorthwayNorthway points up the dualdual-
education

dual-
educationeducation system existing inin-
the. the state today . The BIABIA-
village

BIA-
villagevillage school with one classclass-classr-
oom

classr-
oom

¬-

room 19 by 25 feet in sizesize-
has

size-
hashas about 40 students ; thethe-
state

the-
statestate school at the FAA twotwo-

miles
two-

milesmiles from the village hashas-
about

has-
aboutabout 50 students .

The BIA school has exclusexclus-exclus-
ively

exclus-
ively

¬-

ively native students ; thethe-
state

the-
statestate school has predominantlypredominantly-
nonnative

predominantly-
nonnativenon-nativenonnative- students .

The state school has twotwo-
classrooms

two-
classroomsclassrooms and a trailertrailer-
which

trailer-
whichwhich is utilized for eighteight-
graders

eight-
gradersgraders . The village schoolsschools-
isis for grades one throughthr ough

seven ., Prior to this year itit-
accommodated

it-
accommodatedaccommodated only gradesgrades-
one

grades-
oneone through six .

"StudentsStudents" have just beenbeen-
passed

been-
passedpassed through the villagevillage-
school

village-
schoolschool whether they could dodo-
the

do-
thethe work or not , " AlbertAlbert-
claims

Albert-
claimsclaims .

"WeWe" have .overover., 15 men whowho-
ha

who-
havehavehave completed at least thethe-
fourth

the-
fourthfourth grade at the schoolschool-
who

school-
whowho have not been able toto-
serve

to-
serveserve their country becausebecause-
they

because-
theythey could not pass thethe-
military

the-
militarymilitary testtes for reading andand-
writing

and-
writingwriting .

For the past seven years ,
Albert said he and the villagevillage-
council

village-
councilcouncil had been pushing forfor-
the

for-
thethe building of a new school .

"WeWe" have been promised andand-
promised

and-
promisedpromised a new school butbut-
we

but-
wewe always seem to end up atat-
the

at-
thethe bottom of the totem pole ."

Early this year it waswas-
announced

was-
announcedannounced that the statestate-
take

state-
taketake over the operation of thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage
villageas

as of July l1 , this year ,

school/underschoolunder/ a JohnsonJohnson-
O'Malley

Johnson-
O'MalleyO'MalleyOMalley' contract .

"WeWe" were hoping they wouldwould-
build

would-
buildbuild a new school , but wewe-

understand
we-

understandunderstand now they areare-
simply

are-
simplysimply remodeling the teacherteacher-
quarters

teacher-
quartersquarters at the village schoolschool-
and

school-
andand are going to use it asas-
another

as-
anotheranother classroom ."

"WeWe" are dead set againstagainst-
that

against-
thatthat ," Albert said .

Lee Hayes , area supervisorsupervisor-
forfor the State Department ofof-
EducationEducation , says that the statestate-
has

state-
hashas advertised forf or threethree-
portable

three-
portableportable classrooms for thethe-
Northway

the-
NorthwayNorthway state school..

"WeWe" know that the villagevillage-
isis opposed to continuingcontinuing-
instruction

continuing-
instructioninstruction at the villagevillage-
school

village-
schoolschool and we hope to be ableable-
to

able-
toto put all the studentsstudents-
together

students-
togethertogether at the state schoolschool-
atat the FAA facilities , " hehe-
said

he-
saidsaid .

"DependingDepending" on the bids ,
we will probably get eithereither-
two

either-
twotwo or three of portableportable-
classrooms

portable-
classroomsclassrooms ."

The building in the villagevillage-
will

village-
willwill probably be used forfor-
teacher

for-
teacherteacher quarters , he said .

While the state is adding thethe-
portable

the-
portableportable classrooms , he saidsai4sai4-
a

said-
aa request was being-beingbeingmade-- made forfor-
the

for-
thethe amount of money thethe-
BIA

the-
BIABIA would have to spend toto-
constr

to-

constrictconstructconstrconstrictt a proper facility .

In his personal estimation ,

he said this would amount toto-
about

to-
aboutabout $250,000250000$ , .

Hayes said the state waswas-
endeavoring

was-
endeavoringendeavoring to obtain formerformer-
ACS

former-
ACSACS buildings near NorthwayNorthway-
forfor state teacher quarters .

"WeWe" used to have goodgood-
attendance

good-
attendanceattendance . This year the kidskids-
are

kids-
areare getting discouraged andand-
we

and-
wewe are getting discouraged .

The kids don'tdont' want to go toto-

school
to-

schoolschool anymore .

"EducationEducation" is our onlyonly-
hope

only-
hope ' we'rewerewe're-
willing

we're-
willing

'hope , that'sthats why

willing to fight for a schoolschool-
for

school-
forfor our kids . We hope thatthat-
people

that-
people

that-
peoplepeople will back us up , "
Albert said .


