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$454454$$ MillionMillion-
Last

Million-
LastLast YearYearT-

heThe value of the United Statesstates-
commercial

States-
commercialcommercial fishing catch in 19661966-
was

1966-
waswas nearly 21 % above thetheaveragetheaverage-
for

averageaverage-
forfor the previous 10 years , butbut-
total

but-
totaltotal landings of44.343. 3 billion poundspounds-
were

pounds-
werewere 435 million less than in 1965 ,
according to the Department ofof-
the

of-
thethe Interior'sInteriors' Bureau of ComCom-ComCom-
mercial

Com-
mercial

¬-
mercial Fisheries .,

Value of last year'syears'' catch waswas-
close

was-
closeclose to $454.4454.44544$ . million , and withwith-
few

with-
fewfew exceptions , prices to fisherfisher-fisher-
men

fisher-
men

¬-
men were significantly higherhigher-
than

higher-
thanthan in 1965 ., .

Fishermen were paid nearly
$9696$ million for their shirmpshrrmpshirmp-
catcbthe

shrrmp-
catchthecatch-thecatchthecatcb-thecatcb-- first domestic fisheryfishery-
toto approach the $100100$ millionmillion-
mark

million-
markmark..

Important species showing dede-dede-
clines

de-
clines

¬-
clines in catch from a yearyear-
earlier

year-
earlierearlier werewere-weremenhaden.- menhaden, tuna ,

shrimp , jack and PacificPac ic mack-mackmack-
eral

mack-
eral

mack-
eral

-
eral , Atlantic and Pacific her-herher-
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-
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Fish Catch .' . . .
( continued from Page I )

ring , and sea scallops .
Significantly greater catches ofof-

salmon
of-

salmonsalmon , the best since 1949 , aa-
record

a-
recordrecord production of king crabs ,
and increases in landings of anan-anan-
chovies

an-
chovies

¬-
chovies , Pacific hakeDungenessbakehakeDungeness-
crabs

, Dungeness
crabsrabs and alewives partially offoff-offoff-
set

off-
set

¬-
set the reduction..

Landings of menhaden , thethe-
principal

t h ee-
principalprincipal species taken by UnitedUnited-
states

United-
StatesStates fishermen , were thethepoor-thepoorthepoor-
est

poorpoor-poor-
est

¬-
est since 1951 . The 19196666 catch waswas-
L31.313L3. billion pounds-400pounds400--- millionmillion-
pounds

million-
poundspounds less than in 1965 , andand-
was

and-
waswas 30% of the total United StatesStates-
catch

States-
catchcatch of all species . Menhaden ,
the most abundant of fishes alongalong-
the

along-
thethe Alantic Coast , is convertedconverted-
into

converted-
intointo fish meal and oiloil..

The 1966 tuna catch was 267267-

million
267-

millionmillion pounds-downpoundsdown-- 51 millionmillion-
pounds

million-
poundspounds from a year earlier ,. andand-
shrimp

and-
shrimpshrimp landings totaled 235 mil-milmul-mulmul-
lion

milmil-
lion

¬-
lion pounds-9pounds9-- millionmillionpoundspounds lessless-
than

less-
thanthan in 1965 ., .

King crabs taken in AlaskaAlaska-
yielded

Alaska-
yieldedyielded a record catch of 15915-
9million

15-
9millionmillion pounds in 1966 , up 2727-
million

27-
millionmillion pounds from the previousprevious-
year

previous-
yearyear. The fishery for these cruscrus-crus-
taceans

crus-cruscrus-
taceans

-¬-
taceans has become Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
second

Alaska's-
second

'
second most importantimporta.nt. fisheryfishery-
resource

fishery-
resourceresource , behind salmonsalmonn..

SalmonSaS a 1l m 0o n landings increasedincreased-
sharply

increased-
sharplysharply because of the sacondsecondsacond-
successive

second-
successivesuccessive good run of red salsal-salsal-
mon

sal-
mon

¬-
mon and an outstanding pink salsal-salsal-
mon

sal-
mon

¬-
mon production in the state .


