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The Convention is anan-

agreement
an-

agreementagreement amongaJlong] Canada ,

the U.SUS. . , JapanJapan.andJapanandand.and. ?. thethe-

Soviet

the-

SovietSoviet Union to conserveconserve-

North
conserve-

NorthNorth Pacific fur 'sealsseals' seals-

and

seals-

andand bring an end to pelapela-pela-

gic

pela-

gic

¬-

gic sealing (taking seals atat-

sea

at-

seasea ) .

Under the terms of thethe-

agreement
the-

agreementagreement , signed in 19571957-

and

1957-

andand extended several times ,

the U.SUS. . harvests seals onon-

the
on-

thethe Pribilof Islands , Alaska ,
and the Soviets harvest sealsseals-

on
seals-

onon the Commander andand-

Robben
and-

RobbenRobben Islands in the west-west-

emern Pacific Ocean . CanadaCanada-

and
Canada-

andand Japan eacheachreceiveeachreceive4receive.receive,., .1515-44-. .1-

5pef

| 55-

perpejr-pejrpef-pefperpejrcentpefcentpercent- centcentcentfK\ffof\')> f theth :' sealskinssealskins-
harvest

sealskins-
harvested

,' "
harvestedharvest

'

byby thethe-U.StheU.StheU.SUS-.: ,U.SUS. . and1d
15 per cent of those harvesharves-harves-

ted
harves-

ted
¬-

ted by the Soviets .

The Convention willwill-

expire
will-

expireexpire in October of 19801980-

unless

1980-

unlessunless action is taken: toto-

renegotiate
to-

renegotiaterenegotiate or extend it .

A draft environmentalenvironmental-
impact

environmental-
impactimpact statement has been ,

prepared by the NationalNational-
Oceanic

National-
OceanicOceanic and AtmosphericAtmospheric-

Administration
Atmospheric-

AdministrationAdministration (NOAA ) toto-

obtain
to-

obtainobtain public comments on

the following three alternaalterna-alterna-

tive

alterna-

tive

¬-

tive/tivetivecoursestive .)/ courseswurse(courses$! pfof action andand-

their
and-

theirtheirtheir Biologicali;
biologicalbiologicalsandio o. ,sandandnd socio-sociosocio-

economic
socio-

econo
socio-

economicfmpacts
-

economiceconoeconomicfmpactsnic ;impacts :

1I . Termination of thethe-

Convention
the-

ConventionConvention : If the ConvenConven-Conven-

tion
Conven-

tion
¬-

tion is terminated , northernnorthern-

fur
northern-

furfur seals under U.SUS. . jurisjuris-juris-

diction
juris-

diction
¬-

diction would be protectedprotected-

under
protected-

underunder the terms of thethe-

Marine

the-

MarineMarine Mammal ProtectionProtection-

Act
Protection-

ActAct.. However , since a signifsignif-signif-

icant
signif-

icant

¬-

icant portion of fur sealsseals-

from
seals-

fromfrom the Pribilof IslandsIslands-

migrate

Islands-

migratemigrate throughthroughthroughwaterswaters out-outout-

See

out-

See

out-

See

-

(See SEALSEAL,, Page Sixteen )



-SealSeal-* Seal conventionConvent ion ', describeddescri bed
Page Twelve )

side the 200 mile limitlimit-

of
limit-

ofof U.SUS. . jurisdiction , thesethese-

seals

these-

sealsseals would be vulnerable toto-

taking

to-

takingtaking by the foreign fleetsfleets-

in

fleets-

inin these areas . InternaInterna-Interna-
tional

Interna-
tional

¬-
tional conservation wouldwould-

depend
would-

dependdepend on the adoption ofof-

new
of-

newnew bilateral or multilateralmultilateral-
treaties

multilateral-
treatiestreaties limiting such"uchuch" operaopera-opera-

tions
opera-

tions

¬-

tions . Ending the harvestharvest-

would
harvest-

wouldwould cause socio-economsocioeconomsocio-econom-socioeconom-
ic

-- ¬-

ic impacts to the AleutAleut-

people
Aleut-

peoplepeople . The do'mesticdomestic'' furfur-
L

fur-

sealskin
fur-

sealskinL sealskin processing industryindustry-
would

industry-
wouldwould suffer economic loss .

2 . Renegotiate the ConvenConven-Conven-

tion
Conven-

tion

¬-

tion-tiontionThe-' The United States

could 'attemptattempt'attemptto' -toto-. to changechaxtgechange-
the

chaxtge-

the
;

the ConventionConvention , by incorp-incorpincorp-
orporating

incorp-
orporatmg

incorp-
orporati

--
orporatingorporatmgorporati ng managementmanagement-
concepts

management-
conceptsconcepts consistent withwith-

the
with-

thethe Marine Mammal ProtecProtec-Protec-
tion

Protec-
tion

¬-

tion Act , such as optimumoptimum-
sustainable

optimum-
sustainablesustainable population .

Other partiespartis(, to thethe-

Convention
the-

ConventionConvention could introduceintroduce-
other

introduce-
otherother management conceptsconcepts-
considered

concepts-
consideredconsidered less conservativeconservative-
pelagic

conservative-
pelagic( pelagic sealing ) whichwhich-

could
which-

couldcould adversely affect thethe-

seal

the-

seasealsea ] population if adopted .

The U.SUS. . could remain aa-

signatory

a-

signatorysignatory to the ConventionConvention-
butbut forgo any share of thethe-

harvest
the-

harvestharvest ; environmental

impacts oforof'thisofthis' this alternativealternative-
wouldwould 'dependdepend' on ' the levellevel-

of
level-

ofof take renegotiated amongamong-

all

among-

allall Parties in the Conven-ConvenConven-

3

Conven-

tion

Conven-

tion

-

tion .

3 . Extend the Convention :

If the Convention is extenexten-exten-
ded

exten-
ded

¬-

ded , the present internainterna-interna-
tional

interna-
tional

¬-
tional management programprogram-
based

program-
basedbased on maximum sustainsustain-sustain-
able

sustain-
able

¬-

able productivity , ecosysecosys-ecosys-

tems
ecosys-

tems
¬-

tems consideration , andand-

humane
and-

humanehumane controlled harvestharvest-

practices
harvest-

practicespractices would continue .

No new socioeconomicsocioeconomic-
impact

socioeconomic-
impactimpact on the Aleuts wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe anticipated .


