
Editorial -
Extend fur seal conventionconventionPu-

blicPublic hearingshearmgs on international treaties must be different thanthan-

other
than-

otherother public hearings . Or at least the public hearing on the InternaInterna-Interna-
tional

Interna-
tional

¬-

tional Fur Sea.1Sea1Se"lSelSeal". Conventiononvention held here MondayMondaywaswas .

Most public hearings are somewhat balanced , with about as manymany-

persons

many-

personspersons for whatever is at issue as against it . And , usually , each sideside-

comes

side-

comescomes upupwithwith points or questions that have merit , things thatthat-

should

that-

shouldshould be considered before any final decision is made .

That'sThats' what public hearingsheanngs are all about , and they are an essenessen-essen-

tial
essen-

tial

¬-

tial part of the democratic process . Sometimes , even , the peoplepeople-

holdmg
people-

holdingholdingholdmg the hearings , usually a government , pay attention to what isIS-

said
is-

saidsaid and take the good points made by each side into considerationconsideration-
before

consideration-
beforebefore makingmakmg a decision .

At issue in Monday'sMondays' hearing was whether the International FurFur-

Sea
Fur-

SealSealSea) Convention , under which the annual Pribilof Island seal harvestharvestI-

Sis permitted , should be terminatedtenninated , renegotiated , or extended .

The treaty expires next year , bntbbatt any action to do anything otherother-
than

other-
thanthan allowingallowmg it to lapse must be initiatedimtiated this year..

Monday'sMondays' hearing was not a balanced one I he overwhelmingoverwhelming-
pomt

overwhelming-
pointpointpomt of almost allallofof the numerous persons who testified was thatthat-
the

that-
thethe treaty should be extendedextendedwithoutwithout modification at this time .

To do otherwise , the panel was told , wouldwouldresultresult in economiceconomic-
devastation

economic-
devastationdevastation for the PribilofPribllof Islanders , forcingforcmg allaUaUofallofof them untounto-
welfare

unto-
welfarewelfare , and probably , biological devestationdevestatlOn for the seal herds thatthat-
Jlso

that-
alsodlsoJlsoalso make their home on the islands , herds that under the coveragecoverage-
of

coverage-
ofpaltryhundredof the treaty and others like it have rebuilt themselves from a paltry
hundred thousand or so animalsammals in 1911 to nearly a million and aa-

half
a-

halfhalfhalfnownow .

AllAllofof those makingmakmg these argumentsaq uments had facts , figures , reason ,

andandrealreal human concern backingbad.mgbadmghacking. them up . The other side , unfo-unfounfo-

tunately

unfo-

tunately

unfo-

tunately

-

tunately , did not There seemed to he no menmentmerit ! to their argumentsargUJpentsargUJpents-

at
arguments-

atat all , they were crafted of pie-m-the-skypiemtheskyple-In.the-skypleIn.theskypleIn.theInthepie-in-the-skyin- -. - thinkingtlunklng , if it can be called '

that , andandofof a strange combinationcombmatlon ofofmisplacedmisplaced emotion for the furfur-

seal
fur-

sealsealsealandand heartless disregarddisregardofof people . Vague mumblingsmumbhngs , unsubstanunsubstan-unsubstan-
hated

unsubstan-
tiated

¬-

tiatedhated by fact offfanyofanyany empiricalempmcal data , and all of it made worse becausebecause-

Itit was all wellwellmeaningmeaning and sincere .

It was characterized by the suggestion that the PribilofPribllof Aleuts ,

whose only economic base of any substance at all is the fur sealseal-

harvest

seal-

harvestharvest , would not really suffer all that much should the harvest bebe-

stopped

be-

stoppedstopped . Instead , they could build green houses andandraiseraise their ownown-

produce

own-

produceproduce , or build a museum so they would not lose touch withwith-

and

with-

andand couldcouldshowshow tourists what their once proud heritage was , oror-

develop

or-

developdevelop wind powered generator plants , and so on . These suggessugges-sugges-

tions
sugges-

tions

¬-

tions have no merit to them at all , and are in fact nonsensical .
.

Decisions made in the public interest should not merely be mademade-

on
made-

onon some sort of score-cardscorecard-- basis , merely by adding up all the pro'sprospro's-

and
pro's-

and

'

andandcon'scon'scons' and then decidingdecidmg accordinglyaccordmgly . Decisions of that sortsort-

should
sort-

shouldshould be made on the basis of the mert ofofeacheach side'ssides' argumentarRumenl..

But , in this case both the numbers and the merit of the argumentsarguments-

areare overwhelminglyerwhelminglyo that the convention should be extended , bothboth-

for
both-

forfor the benefit of the fur seal and for the benefit of human beings .

To do otherwise at this time would be to make less sense than thosethose-

arguing
those-

arguingarguing against the treaty . //


