
NNiiragansettNaragansettrg nsett Indians Settle land claims issue
extinguishmentxtinguishment ofofallall pastpast-

Narragansett
past-

NarragansettNarragansett Indian claims in thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Rhode Island waswas-

announced
was-

announcedannounced by the Interior DepDep-Dep-

artment
Dep-

artment
¬-

artment today following publicapublica-publica-
tion

¬.-

tion in the Federal RegisterRegister-

ofof findings by Interior SecreSecre-Secre-

tary
Secre-

tary
¬-

tary Cecil Andrus hatthat( Ihethe StateState-

legislature
State-

legislaturelegislature hadhadenactedenacted thethe-

necessary
the-

necessarynecessary enabling legislation .

Under terms of the RhodeRhode-

Island
Rhode-

IslandIsland Indian Claims SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct , the Narrangansett IndiansIndIans-

will
Indians-

willwillwillreceivereceive 11800800 acres of landland-

inin10 Charlestown , Rhode Island ,

in return for the relinquishmentrelinquishment-
ofof their land claims .

The Act , which PresidentPresident-
Carter

President-
CarterCarter signed ifitoil'ltoilltointo' law on SeptSept-Sept-

ember
¬.-

ember 30 , 1978 , implements aa-

settlement
a-

settlementsettlement negotiated by thethe-

Narragansett
the-

NarragansettNarragansett Indians , the StateState-

of
State-

ofof Rhode Island , private landland-land-

owners
¬.-

owners and the town councilcouncil-
"The

council-
"The

council-
"The"TheThe" parties to this settlesettle-settle-

ment

¬.-

ment are to be congratulated ,"
said Secretary Andrus . "GovGov"Gov-"Gov-

ernor

" ¬.-

ernor J.JosephJJosephJosephJ . Garrahy , thethe-

Narragansett
the-

NarragansettNarragansett leaders , the RhodeRhode-

Island
Rhode-

IslandIsland General Assembly , the

state'sstates' congressional delegation ,

the town council and privateprivate-
landowners

private-

landownerslandowners can all feel justifiabjustifiab-justifiab-
ly

¬-

ly proud of their work . ThroughThrough-
their

Through-
theirtheir patience , leadership andand-

commitment

and-

commitmentcommitment , they have achievedachieved-
something

achieved-
somethingsomething which has so farfar-

escaped

far-

escapedescaped other affected easterneastern-
seaboard

eastern-
seaboardseaboard states -.-- the out ofof-

court
of-

courtcourt settlement of an IndianIndian-

land
Indian-

landland claims . "
The Indians filedfiledSUItsuit in

1975 for 3200 acres of landland-

inin10 Charlestown whichwhichItit claimedclaimed-
had

claimed-
hadhad passed out of tribaltribalownerownerowner- ¬-

ship in 1880 in violation of thethe-

Trade
the-

TradeTrade and Intercourse Act of
1790 . That law says that concon-con-

veyances

¬.-

veyances of Indian land areare-

invalid
are-

invalidinvalidinvalidunlessunless approved by thethe-

Federal
the-

FederalFederal Government ..

The pending suit clouded titletItle-

to
title-

toto land in the town , even landland-

not
land-

notnot involved in the NarranganNarrangan-Narrangan-
sett

¬.-

sett claims . Lengthy negotianegotia-negotia-
tions

¬.-

tions produced an agreementagreement-
whereby

agreement-
wherebywhereby an Indian-controlledIndiancontrolledIndlanIndiancontrolled-
corporation

-.- ontrolledontrolled-
corporationcorporation would get 900 acresacacres-

of
resres-

ofof land from the state andandwouldwouldwould-

buy
would-

buybuy another 900 acres in private

ownership with $3.53.535$ . million thethe-

Federal
the-

FederalFederal government would provprov-prov-

Ide

prov-

ide

¬-

ide .. In return , the agreementagreement-
authorlLed

agreement-
authorizedauthori/edauthoriedauthorlLedauthorized/ the extinguishmentextInguishment-
ofofofallall Narrangansett claims in11111-

1Rhode
in-

RhodeRhode Island .

The Settlement Act requiredrequitedrequiredl-

egIslatIOn
requited-

legislationlegislation by the Rhode Island'slandsland'sland-

General
Island-

General
'

General Assembly to set up thethe-

corporatIOn
the-

corporationcorporation and to auton/eautoneautOrI/eautOrI/ thethe-

transfer
the-

transfertransfer of 900900acresacres ofofstatestate-statestate-

owned
state-

owned
state-

owned
-

owned land to the corporationcorporation-
Jovernor

corporacorporation-
Governor

110111101-

1GovernorJovernorGovernor( J Jospeh GarrahyGarrGarrahy-
signed

hyhy-

signedsigned the implementingtrnplementmg legislalegisla-legllegisla-

tion
ld-ldld-

lIOn

¬-

tionlIOn on Mjy'lOMjylOMdY'OMdYOMay10'. '


