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IIlntintendnd to IIntroinirpo'uceinirpoucebiXtUcIUce' : iabUl't'TbeabUltTbea bill , ' '"'TheThe"The' Safesate Tanker PreferencePreference-
Act

Preferenc-
eAdActAd ," which providespnmdespnmdesesystematicxsystematic

'
-ee- tic . Incentives to constructconstruct-

and
.

and opoperaterate the safest possible vesselsmselsircssels .

Safe Tankers Preference is a. new concept whichwhich-

supplements
which-

supplementssupplements the traditional minimum constructionconstruction-
standard

construction-
standardstandardstandardcriteriacriteria . The bill pproposes a. system forfor-

classifying

for-

classifyingclassifying oil tankers into three categories based on safetyufetysafety-

criteria
ufety-

criteriacriteria . Vessels with the highest safety classification willwill-

be
will-

bebe awarded prioritypriorit, in oil transport over lowerlower-

classifications
lower-

classificationsclassifications . This priority systemsystern will not onlonly, ensureensure-
that

ensure-
thatthat the safestsaIest tankerstanken are used in the U.1U1U.SUS. . trade ,. but wUl-

also
willwUlwill-

alsoalso provide the economic incentives to add saidsafetysafety-

equipment
,

equipment which are now missing under the minimumminimum-
construction

minimum-
construdionconstructionconstrudion standard system .

This legislation will notDot be a substitute for., but ratherrather-
aa supplement to , minimum tanker constructioncxmstrudioDconstruction-
standards

cxmstrudioD-
standardsstandards . The bill is consistent with international lawlaw-

and
ww-

andand precedents: which recognize coastal nationsDations ' rights toto-

set

to-

setset reasonable restrictions and standards for vessels usingusing-

their
using-

theirtheir ports . Safe Tanker Preference also promotespromotes-
upgrading

promotes-
upgradingupgrading Slfetsafety, standards for all vessels regardless ofof-

nation
of-

nationnation of registry . Implicit in this action is correction ofof-

traditional
of-

traditionaltraditional abuses in the name of economiceronomic expedienceupcdience ,.

which not only jeopardize the safety of our waterswatm ,. butbut-

undermine
but-

undermineundermine development ofofourour national maritimemaritime-
industry

maritime-
industryindustry . We are all aware of the nnumbermber of unsafe .

American-ownedAmericanowned-- tankerstanken which fly a foreign flag as aa-

matter
a-

mattermatter of convenience .

Along with the priority incentives contained in thethe-
bi11

the-

billbillbi11 , the Coast Guard would be empowered to inspect ,. andand-

when
and-

whenwhen warranted ,. refuse port privileges to unsafe vessels . ."

The rash of foreign tanker accidents off the coast of thethe-

UnitedUnited States has precipated the introductionintroductaon of some 1414-

bills

14-

billsbills on tanker safety regulation in 19771917 . This clearlyclearly-

reflects
clearly-

reflectsreflects the heightened sensitivity of the Congress to thisthis-

matter
this-

mattermatter . The Safe Tanker Preference bill will offer the mostmost-

comprehensive
most-

comprehensivecomprehensive and constructive solution . It is realistic ,.

pragmatic and positive in its approach to multiplemultiple-
conservation

multiple-
conservationconservation and maritime problems .


