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EMILYEMILV IVANOFF BROWN SPEAKS TO NOME STUDENTS

Eskimo games and language all part ofofeducationeducation
By EMILY IVANOFF BROWNBROWN-

The

BROWN-

TheThe value ofofcrosscross-culturalcrossculturalofcrossculturalcross -<-ultural education in Alaska has become inin-

creasingly

in-

creasingly
in-in¬-

creasingly apparent to me upon traveling to Nome for one or twotwo-

weeks
two-

weeksweeks each fall , to teach schoolchildren in Nome about EskimoEskimo-

literature
Eskimo-

literatureliterature .

This year I visited only the elementary and juniorjul.iorjulior). high schools ,

but in 1975 and "''76761I also visited the high school students .

The Eskimo literature Ir speak of is made up of stories , songssongs-

and
songs-

andand dances. that tell about the life of the EskimoE4imoo people . When-

speaking
When-

speaking
When

speaking to the elementary school classes I told stories first and thenthen-
sang

then-
sangsang the folktale songs that accompany these stories . I mostlymostly-
taught

mostly-
taughttaught Eskimo games to the upper grades . Much of the attentionattention-
was

attention-
waswas drawn by a stick game calledcalleduKattagaat""KattagaatKattagaatuKattagaat ,:"' and also by many ofof-

the
of-

thethe legends that were told .

The fourth-gradefourthgrade-- children presented to me a book calledcalled-

"Gnome, """GnomeGnome'Gnome' of Nome ,
" written by Stephen Cosgrove . The story tells-

about
tells-

about
tells

about how a gnome andandaa sea otter found that they could stay warmwannwarm-

inin10 the Alaskan cold , by sharing love and friendship with each other .

It is very popular , especially with the third , fourth , and fifth-gradefifthgradefifthgrade-
children

fifthgrade-
chlldren

-

childrenchlldren .

Nome schools are cross-culturallycrossculturally-- oriented , as children repre-

senting
repre-

sentmg
reprerepre- ¬-

sentingsentmg many regions and countries , and therefore cultures , attend .

For example , Alaskan Natives include Inupiat , Yupik , Kawerat ,

Unaalit and Siberian language-speakinglanguagespeaking- people . If the children werewere-

taught
were-

taughttaught theirthen Native language , each group would have teachers whowho-

could
who-

couldcould teach their dialect to the school children from their area .

There is a demand for EskimoEsktmo language specialists in all of thethe-

schools
the-

schoolsschools in northwestern Alaska . The Native children in the NomeNome-
school

Nome-
schoolschool system are .prone.prone to speak only the English language in thethe-

classroom
the-

classroomclassroom , because their teachers speak only English . (Inn the mean-

time
mean-

tune
meanmean-¬-

timetune ,. the children will have forgotten their mother tongue .

Eskimo langualanguageses ought to be taught every day , not just periodi-periodi-

cally . FurthermoreFurtbennore , when the arts andfUld crafts arearc taught to the Na-

tive
NaNa-¬.-

tive students , especially in the highhighschoolsschools , the instructor shouldshould-

speak
should-

speakspeak in the Eskimo language , because students would then gaingain-

more
gain-

moremore insight into their culture
.
., This would provide much motiva-

tion
motiva-

tion
motivamotiva-¬-

tion for the students .

What is happening to the bicultural and bilingual educationeducaUon ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Natives now ? Will the typical Alaska Natives ' educationeducation-

bebe worthwhile to teach , if it is done haphazardly-ahaphazardlya-- bit here and aa-

splashsplashplash there ? It will not be effective for the retrieving of our way ofof-

life
of-

lifelife .

Another custom that is being left out is the Eskimo games thatthat-

were
that-

werewere once " played by the entire family . Each Eskimo game illustratesillustrates-

anan activity that is of functional value tto the Eskimo way of life . ForFor-

example
For-

exampleexample , the well-knownwellknown- blanket toss , which is seen at many NativeNative-

festivities

Native-

festivitiesfestivities , provided a way for huntershunten to spot animals from up in thethe-

air
the-

airair . Physical exercise is another benefit of these games , as is seen inin-

the
in-

thethe Eskimos ' own football game . This is played entirely out ofof-

doors
of-

doorsdoors on any smooth surfacesurf"cesurfce.."* , such aas$ frozen lakes ,. frozen rivers , oror-

in
or-

inin parks . Imagine the intake of oxygen and the discharging of car-

bon
car-

bon
carcar-¬-

bon dioxide , as they play in the open air rather than in a small enen-

closure
en-

closure
en-en¬-

closure . Fall and spring areare ideal times to play these gardesg3JT'esg3JTesgames' .

Thereere are manymaQY competitive games that the Eskimos play . WhyWhy-

not
Why-

notnot teach them their own games ,. to help them gain back respect forfor-

themselves
for-

themselvesthemselves and their culture ? Similarly , Eskimo folklore teachesteaches-
Natives

teaches-
NativesNatives to be creative in telling stories , singing songs , and perform-
ing

perform-
ing

performperform-¬-

ing dances .

We know that the traditional folklorefol1dore and games of every cul-

ture
cul-

ture
culcul-¬-

ture in the world has a tendency to calm the souls of the busy littlelittle-
children

little-
childrenchildren . The schoolchildren in Nome loved hearing the EskimoEskimo-
stories

Eskimo-
storiesstories and seeing EskimoEskhno games , in the atmosphere of the locallocal-

school
local-

schoolschool.. These school childrenchlldren know the value of the games andand-

storiC3
and-

storiesstoriesstoriC3 because every person , even the kindergarten children , havehave-

always
have-

alwaysalways wanted me to come back again .


