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lter

-

Walter Hickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickels' entrance into the 1978 AlaskaAlaska-
gubernatorial

Alaska-
gubernatorialgubernatorial race is an interesting , and predictable , dede-

velopment
de-

velopment
de-de¬-

velopment.. He set the tone of his campaign right off as hehe-

announced
he-

announcedannounced his candidacy , saying that he is a ""growthgrowth"
man and against locking up Alaska land . By this , he impliesimplies-
that

implies-
thatthat Governor Hammond is anti-growthantigrowth-- and pro-lock-upprolockuppm-lock-uppm-- -- .

When Wally Hickel ran for Governor in 1966 , lel\ele\ rere-

ceived
re-re-re-

ceived
¬-

ceived substantial support from rural Alaska and thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative vote . One reason for the Native support waswas-

HIckel's
was-

Nickel'sHickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickels'' promise that he would pay special attention to thethe-

need
the-

needneed for settlement of Native land claims .

Hickel did so all right , ordering the creation of a LandLand-
Claims

Land-
ClaimsGaimsClaims Task Force with Willie Hensley as its chairman .

Members included John Borbridge ,. Jr . from TiingitTlingit andand-

Haida
and-

HaidaHaida ;: Alice BrdwnBrown of Kenaitze ; Richard Frank of Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
FairFair-¬-

banks,, from the Tanana Chiefs Conference and FairbanksFairbanks-
Native

Fairbanks-
NativeNative Association ;: Charles Franz from the Alaska Pen-

insula
Pen-

msula
PenPen-¬-

insulamsula ;: Byron Mallott of Yakutat ; Hugh Nicholls , for thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic Slope Native Association ; HarveyHmey Samuelson ofof-

8n5tol
of-

BristolBristol8n5tol Bay ; and Don Wright and Laura Bergt from thethe-
Cook

the-
CookCook Inlet Native Association .

Legal advice was furnished the group by AlaskaAlaska-
attorneys

Alaska-
attorneysattorneys Roger Conner , CliffordOifford Groh and Barry W . Jack-
son

Jack-
son

JackJack-¬-
son . Representatives of the Governor and Interior Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

DepartDepart-¬-
ment also participated on the Task Force .

The group was to develop a proposal for a NativeNative-
claims

Native-
claimsclaims settlement which could be supported by the StateState-
and

State-
andand acceptable to the Natives . Hickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickels' Attorney GeneralGeneral-
Edgar

General-
EdgarEdgar Paul Boyko underscored the cooperative nature ofof-

the
of-

thethe effort in an address to the Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives
of-

NativesNatives :
"""WeWe would like to provide subsurface rights , eveneven-

to
even-

toto large grants of landland.ThelandThe... ..TheThe StateSbte needs land-thelandtheland--the--- NativesNatives-
need

Natives-
needneed lands . The State and the Natives should gogointo-.-intointo.into.into-

partn
into-

partnershippartnpartnershipershl p .
".

Throughout 1967 the group met for grueling sessionssessions-
m

sessions-
ininm which the framework of a Native settlement proposalproposal-
waswas forged . The members of the task force , representingrepresenting-
thethe Native regions of Alaska , insisted that Native peoplespeoples-
were

peoples-
werewere using at least 80 to 85 millions of acres of lands forfor-

traditional
for-

traditionaltraditional purposed ,. for subsistence .

The least acreageacre3ge the Natives could settle for was a 6060-

million
60-

millionmillion acre figureftgure , they insisted in Task Force meetings .

Repeatedly the Governor'sGovernors' position was brought forth : 6060-

million
60-

millionmillion acres was excessive and more than the GovernorGovernor-

couJd
Governor-

couldcouldcouJd support . Finally ,. in the interest of forwarding a propro-pro-
posal

pro-
posal

--¬

posal that could win the support of both the Natives andand-

Governor
and-

GovernorGovernor Hickel , a compromise was reachedre3ched.1nre3ched1n. In January of
1968 , the StateSbte Land ClaimsQaims Task Force delivered its re-

port
rere-re-re-

port
¬-

port which provided for 40 million acres of land in feefee-

simple
fee-

simplesimple title , hunting and fishing rights on all lands used atat-

the
at-

thethe time by Natives for 100 yearsyurs, a ten percent royalty onon-

mineral
on-

mineralmineral revenuesrt\'enuesrt'enuesenues\' ,, and establishmentesbblishment of regional and villagevillage-

and
village-

andand a statewidesbte\\desbtede\; Native corporation .

FineFme , said Walter Hickel.. I can support thathat , he toldtold-

the
told-

thethe Task Force . Fine , he told the Natives .

All was finefme until Walter Hickel became SecretarySecretai}' ofof-

the
of-

thethe InteInterioror. Even before confirmationconfimution by the Senate ,

Hickel said he would lift the land freeze which was the pripri-

JUry

pri-

mary
pri-pri¬-(maryJUry reason for any action at all taking place on NativeNativ-

ecbims

Native-

claims

Native-

claimsclaimscbims..

And ,. after Walter Hickel became SecretarySecrebry , the InIn-

terior
In-InIn-

terior
-¬-

terior Department said that 8, mfflionmillion , rather than 4040-

million

40-

millionmillion acresacres,,, was the acreageaClUge which $shouldbould be used in thethe-

NativeNatjveNativeatJve settlement..

8 millionmil1mi111'onmi111onmi111'onacres' nnacresacres was a long way from 40 million acresacres,,
,.and.mdmd an even longer way from 60 millionmiUion acres.. The NativesNativesP-

1EASE

NativesP-

LEASE.P1EASEP1.EASEPLEASE TURN TO frAGEPAGEACE 13
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, HickelHickel.JiasHickelJias,.* hasbasbaswbeenr''
.wbeenr.beenJlong.gonebeenJlong.gonebeenJlonggonebeen ;

..- long'gone

.-
longgone

l-

onggonelong'gonelonggone''. ,. generationsgeneratIongenerations"dwngenerationsdwn" down jthejtheTUc. roroadd ,,
peaplepeoplejtwilPeopIoiwi11, will"askmwillaskm"ask ' : ththemselvesmSelves whywhY: there :..is1solittleis1solittleislSiSiSolittleVprivate"

,JitU
"'"private-

land
'privateprivate"private-

. land owneownership'slslp' in1ian AlaskaA1aSk . , v\.
. -. .
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Hidkeft
H-

idkeft. , ckers- -iocck-ersio-cy,.y-

Don't

'
. .

'iock-UpiockUp'Lock-Up'LockLock-up ,"
the Native histbrianShistorians will add . ;"- .

DoDon'tDont''tt talk tto usus any more aboutlock-upaboutlockupabouUock-upabouUockaboutidck-upaboutidck--- ,. Wally .


