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''OneOne ,. ofot'AWki'iotAWkii''Alastairr20Alaska'sAlaskas'AlastairAlastair' " 20r200 NativeNat1veNat1veJlang*

:;,Jlanglanguageslanguagesisages"iSagesiS"''isis anancestralstiaftQ"

"td"abouttdaboutto '" aboutbout
3,0003000, ''peoplepeople'° livingli\lin'onnonlin'on\'& ' on ''theAlaskitheAlaskithe-thetheAlaska'the.AIaskthe.AIasktheAIask-. Alaskai Peninsula ,, onop KodlakKodiak'ISlandon-

the
Kodlak'Island'on-

the
Kodiak'ISland/onKodiak'ISlandKodiakISlandonKodlak'Island'onKodlakIslandon'Island ,/' on

the.. Uptip of thethe.KenaitheKenai. KenalKenl .,.PeninsulaPeninsulaP ni.su1asu1a.; andandindJtfPrlncc,
toT

, Prince , WilliamWilllam SoundSowuU, :L. OfOf-

these
Of-

thesethese 3,0003000,
, peoplepeople'aboutpeopleabout}

'about14bouf ' ]IjOOQI,000I000,JXXj speakspea1thespeak'thespeakthe("

,

' thd '
languageJUiguage , mostly olderolder-

adults
lder '

adults but including t*a few clchildrenIdren at EnglishEngIish BayBay-

For
BayvBay,. v, ,

, ForForsome:
. tomesome time . there hashishas'beenhasbeen' been1been\beenbeenI'\ ,aI

1'1proproproblemproblemaboutlem (aboutbout howhow'tohowto' tto pro-

perly
propro-pro-

perly
-¬-

perly choose a namename- "forname- for'"'forfor'Cor-this'CorCorthis-

this language groupgroupgrouPIv,I
,
In the EnglishEngtbh langulangs ¬.

age , theythey-'arethey'areare- 'areare oftenften calledal1ed """AleutAleut"AleutiAleutiA1euttbythemselves"' , bybythemselves, themselves asas'well.-

s

aswell.-

s

aswell-

s' wellwell'aswellas'.as othersoth'ers' .
The language , howeverhowe\'erhowe'ererhoweveri\' j isIsactuIs.actu._.actuallyactuallyfyyan*: member of the YuplkYupik'EskimoYupikEskimoYuptk'EskunoYuptkEskunoYupik'Eskimo-
group

Yuptk'Eskuno-
group

' Eskimo
group ., The people themselves often .,.calledcalledal1ed theirthelt owriownownsownslanguage, languagelanguage-

"Sugcestun
language-

"Sugcestun"""SugcestunSugcestun " or """AlutiicestunAlutiicestun"A1utiicestunA1utiicestun ,." iIOnpteOn the ANLC map :, ""NativeNativea ve PeoplesPeoples-

and
Peoples-

andand Languages of 'Alaska",. they fare
'farerare .,.labeledlabeled ,. 1"Sugpiaq1SugpiaqStigpiaq"CS gpiaq"tgpiaqtgpiaq"ta", a termterm-

acceptable
term-

acceptableacceptable to some but notnotto-,.-toto.to ' allalt., ., Recentlyently the pepeopleatpeoplepl at the tip ofof-

the
of-

thethe KenaiKenal Peninsula have decided to begin to use the
,
termteentefl1"A1utiiqtefl1A1utiiq! ""AlutiiqAlutiiq

.

"
to refer to their language .

In 1848 the Russian Orthodox ChChurchrch printed the \

Gospel ofof-

Matthew
of-

MatthewMatthew and a primer in the language , using the Savonic.alphab-
et

Savonicalphab-
et

SlavonicSlavonic.alphab-
et

Slavonicalphab-
et.alphabet .

In 1972 the modem and scientifically sound and practical writingwriting-

system
writing-

systemsystem was developedeveloped at the UniversityUnivenity'ofUnivenityofUniversity'ofUniversityof' of AlaskaMasks byby'JefTbyJefTby'JeffbyJeff' Jeff Leer andand-

Derenty
and-

DerentyDercntyDerenty Tabios , which resulted in the production of the firstfmffmfnnnewnew-
materialit

, ww-

materialsmaterialmaterialsmaterialit* in that language in 126 yearsyeats. A Native language programprogram-

began
program-

beganbegan in English Bay and Port Graham In 1973 , andandworkwork has con-

tinued
concon-¬.-

tinued on the language ever since . The UniversityUniversity'sUniversitys*'! Title VII Mater-
iais

Mater-
ials

MaterMater-¬-
ialsiais Development Center in Anchorage , under thev/directionthevdirectionthe/directionthethe'directionthedirection'" /' ofof-

Tupou
of-

TupouTupou Puluu , is currently involved idIIihi the production of school mater-
ials

mater-
ials

matermater-¬-

ials . A major project now underway is the production of a dictio-
nal

diction-

ary
dictiondiction-¬-

aryal)' for classroom use ,. a joint project of the Title VHvnVII Center andand-

ANLC
and-

ANLCANLC . IItt is the culmination of several years of work by Jeff LeerLeer-

with
Leer-

withwith Derenty Tabios , Sergus Moonin ,. Carl Anahonak ,. and others ofof-
English

of-
EnglishEnglish Bay and Port Graham . Leer extended the work in thisthis-

language
this-

languagelanguage since 1973 to include Kodiak IslandsIand and the Alaska Penin-
sula

Penin-
sula

PeninPenin-¬-
sula . This year he hopes to includeindude Prince William Sound .

"-


