
vingvmg , or suffesUllenngsufferingsuffenngr ing ttotoo100o muchmucnmuchIfi11If-

hUrl
ifff-

hurthurthUrlhurt-

on

concelvablconceivably} a personperson-

wuldwuldcouldould takelake more than a packpack-

sack

pack-

sacksackick full of emergency stuff BeBe-

sensiblesensiblenslble Before you left homehome-

you
home-

you
home-

youyou left messages withwllh theIhe nght-

people
rightnghtright-

peoplepeople on where you willwlI, hunthunt-

and
hunt-

andand when you expect to be

,foror anotheranolner ammalanimalammal 0\0bs0olh"10\000111\ olh"1olh1otherolh"1-

hunters
other-

hunters
0111' "'

hunters or suddensuddenh" Imdfind \youryour-

self
our

self" lonlookingmg alat a. I.IoerIIoerIJreer. ammalanimalammalalanimalatalat

, 0111-
hUrl ' our-
wuld al-

sack
al-

vmg

at-

r

homett

,
.

_

> 1

11rr k tt-

J

tAA

J

A"MlAMl" rwn anandandee? 9 : e ?
Ptarmigan ! The thought oofof-

one
of-

oneone makes me a littlebttle hungryhungry-

al
hungry-

atatal timeslunes Ptarmigan huntinghuntmg ooror-

JUSI

or-

lustjustJUSIlust looking at the ptarmigan-
when

ptarrmgan-
when

ptarrnigaiptarrmganptarmigan
when theyIhey are too100 small to hunhunthunt-
yet

hunt-
yetvetyet , even aflerafter ptarmigan hunt-

ing

hunthunt-.-
mgIng season opens PtarmiPtarmIgan ,

they get toughtoughasas the wiwinter-
wears

wmterwinterwmter-
wearswearsrsononon-

Here's
on-

Here's.Here'sHeres. - re'sres' all ihethe littlebllle thinIhmgsthings] IhalthatIhal-

one
that-

oneone learns aboutabOUI ptaiptarmiganptarmigan-
hunllng

ptarmigan-
huntinghuntinghunllng , thatIhat you should knowknow-

Where

know-

WhereWhere should II start on ia howhow0t0-

article
\00to\to-

article
(

article about hunting these fine-

eating
finifmefinefme-

eatingeating local birdsbuds upland1uplandupland1-
I

'
II could lelltell you theIhe seasons ,

but that would be controlled bjbyby-

the
by-

thethe locallocalareaarea you all liveItve In-

Ltke
inin-

LikeLikeLtke I said before young ptar-

migan
ptarplarptar-.-

miganmlgan ((bornborn late in the season )

are too small to shoot They'nTheynThey'reTheyreThey're-
onl

They're-
only ''

onlonly} 111littletie babies ThevThey havhavehave-

not
have-

not
<

not enough meat on themIhem antandand-

usually
and-

usuallyusually cannotcannol fly too far yet-

The
yet-

The
yet

The flesh , is for my taste ,. too-

soft
too-

soft
tottoo

soft Give themIhem a couple weekweeksweeks-

oror so to add weightweIgh I ,. gain-

strenglh
gain-

strength
gaugain

strengthstrenglhstrenglhandstrengthandand become fair gamegame-
III nehe ptarmigan seasons open uInIn-

the
in-

theihethe fall , from August through-

March

through-

March

througlthrough
March AprApril or May ., dcpendinjdependingdepending-
onon which game unitumt you liveItve inIn-

The
in-

TheThe bag limitslunlts vary in each game-

umt
game-

unit
garmgame

unitumt from a highhighofof twentyIwenty a dadayday-

to
}

lo10to a low ofoftenten a dadayday-

A

>}
A ptarmiganplarmlgan hunthunl on theIhe dadayday-

after
}

after Labor Day is a good safsafesafe-

bel
safe-

bet
<

betbel Just have your huntinghunting-

oror fishing liscensebscense with you aialatal-

all

at-

allall timeslimes A State Trooper 01oror-

F

or-

Fish
or-

IshFFishIsh and (,Gameame Officer can askask-

for
ask-

forfor and expect to find on youiyouryour-

person
your-

personperson a validvabd and currenicurrenlcurrentcurrenl-

bscense
current-

IncenseliscensebscenseIncense He can even counicountcount-

your
count-

youryour catch , and even count ththethe-

number
the-

number

<

number of your catch in youiyouryour-

possessIon
your-

possessionpossessIon , wtuchwhich range from
20 to 40 once againagam dependmdependmgdependingdependmg-
on

depending-
onon the game management umt-

you
unitumtunit-

youyou hunt inmin-

Almost
in-

Almost
m-

AlmostAlmost sounds likehke you havhavehave-

to
have-

toto be a lawyer to hunt , huh '''
Not really It depends on youryour-

attitude
your-

attitudeattitude The poorerpQOrer it1\1\1ISis , thethe-

worse
the-

worseworse off you are ., especiallyespecially-

wIth
especially-

withwith family , your friendsfnends or the

lawlawii'
lawOkay

Okay Let'sLets' say it.tt. is huntinghuntmghunting-

season
huntmg-

seasonseason It'sItsII'sIIs' the first day ofof-

hunt
of-

hunthunt And there'stheres' a lot of birds-

along
budsbirdsbuds-

alongalong the highways , nversrivers oror-

along
or-

alongalong your favoritefavonte off the usualusual-

trails
usual-

trailstrails super secret huntinghunllng placesplaces-

The
places-

TheThe birdsbuds inm the area are fullfull-

grown
full-

growngrown It'sIts' a fine fall day ,. withwith-

Ihe

with-

thetheIhe morningmornmg cool and crispcnsp , lightbghlbghl-

frost
light-

frostfrost coveringcovermg the brush under-

foot
under-

loot
under-under-.

loottootfoot
lootYou'retootYou'refootYou're

You'reYoure' dressed for the wea-
ther

weawea-¬.-
ther ,. have a packpacksacksack for loodtoodfood .,

coffee ,. first aide kit ., and whal-

ever
whal-whalwhat-.

ever theIhe stuffslUff you need to keepkeep-

yourself
keep-

yourselfyourself from gettinggettmg lostlosl star-

ving

star-

vmg
starstar-¬-

vingvmg , or suffesUllenngsufferingsuffenngr ing ttotoo100o muchmucnmuchIfi11If-

hUrl
ifff-

hurthurthUrlhurt-

on

concelvablconceivably} a personperson-

wuldwuldcouldould takelake more than a packpack-

sack

pack-

sacksackick full of emergency stuff BeBe-

sensiblesensiblenslble Before you left homehome-

you
home-

you
home-

youyou left messages withwllh theIhe nght-

people
rightnghtright-

peoplepeople on where you willwlI, hunthunt-

and
hunt-

andand when you expect to be

for hunting birdsbuds I wwould re-

commend
reore-rereo-

commend
-

commend a 410410oror 20 gauge .,

although I myself use a 12 gaugegauge-

shot
gauge-

shotshot gun bebe-

Use
because that'sthats' allaliiI gotgot-

Use
got-

UseUse small shot ,. likeItke number 6 ooror-

number
or-

number
;

number 8 shot If you .:canan'tantcan'tcantan'ts-

eem
can't-

seem

'

seem to knock the birds down-

from
down-

lrom
dowrdown

lromfromij flightI1lghl ,. use ntnumber 4'* shotshot-

w

shot-

withwwithwithaIIhIIhaa regular powder loadload-

Umg
load-

UsingUmgUsing$ a magnum load or shotshot-

sIZe

shot-

sizesIZe larger Ibanthan number 4 s, wwillwill-

tear
ll-

teartear up the flesh prellpretty} muchmuch-

and
much-

andand will often limestimes m.lkemlkemake. thethe-

intestines
the-

mleSllnesmleSllnesintestines burst .:aUSIDgcausing a gutgut-

flavor
gut-

flavorflavor to the birds fleshfleshIfIfIfnotnotnot-

cleaned
not-

cleanedcleaned Immedlatelimmediately andand-

properly
and-

properlyproperly .;

taltontation or base camp ., survesurvey } IhetheIhe-

area
the-

areaarea (,Getet a big picture LookLook-

for
Look-

forfor the other hunters their-

number
theutheirtheu-

numbernumber ., where thethey are going-
what

gumggoinggumg-
whatwhat thethey} re wearmgwearing andandLOloandcolorLOlocolorcolor-
find

,

find another plateplace to humhunt IfitI-

fvou

it-

youvouyou have to Look lorfor the gamegame-

ou
game-

you}youou mamay} have n10, s/1s1slty/' aWa\aWaawayaWaIrom\ IromfromIrom-

alter
from-

alteralter all brown bearshears mousemoose anti-

wolverines
anuantianu-

wolvenneswolvenneswolverines can be a fearsome-
animal

learsunkfearsomelearsunk-
anunalanunalanimal to startkstartlestartk1\11or\[ aneeanger , LISLIS-

ten
Lis-

tenten 1\11for\[ game ""JUndsJUndssounds aandd placeplace-

them
place-

themthem Trace routes wherewhereoU\\oUoUyouyou-

will
oU-

wdlwdlwill ha\ehaehave\ Ihethe bestbestchancbestchanceschancchances" I"rIrtorI"r-

fmdlng
tor-

finding
"

fmdlngfindingfmdlngsourfindingout%sourout game ""hllehllewhile alat Ihthethe-

same
<

same limetime helngbeinghelngOUIbeingoutOUIout In the openopen-

"here
open-

where""hereherewhere \youou wIllwIllnolwillnotnolnot behe mlStmistakenmistaken-
for

. ""nn"n-

for,foror anotheranolner ammalanimalammal 0\0bs0olh"10\000111\ olh"1olh1otherolh"1-

hunters
other-

hunters
0111' "'

hunters or suddensuddenh" Imdfind \youryour-

self
our

self" lonlookingmg alat a. I.IoerIIoerIJreer. ammalanimalammalalanimalatalat

home If you do this oftenoften-

enough
often-

enoughenough , theIhe people wDlwill even eivegivegive-

you
give-

youyou some timetune for theIhe <day'sdaysday's-

gOing's

day's-

going's

'

going'sgoings' on and not worry aboutabout-

you
about-

youyou
youI

1I started off.., accordingaccordmg to mymy-

grandmother
my-

grandmothergrandmother by literallyItterallyliterallyrunningrunmng-

down
runningrunmngrunning-

downdown a ptarmigan and wnngmg-

It's
wringingwnngmgwringing-

it'sit'sits' neck , at atgrandagrandgrand old age of 55-

Once

5-

OnceOnce my throwingthrowmg arm imunim-

proved
im-im¬.-

proved ,
I graduated to throwingthrowmgthrowing-

stones
throwmg-

stonesstonesstonesto---toto stun or killktll what 1II-

hunted

I-

huntedhunted Some tunetime later I gotgOI a

22 riflenfle ,, then a shot gungun-

II1 believebeheve the PishfISh and gamegame-

regulaltons
game-

regulationsregulaltonsregulations' - ions say you need to use aa-

shot
a-

shotshot gun smaller than 10 gauge

Full choke on a shot gun ISI-
Sfor

is-

forfor the waterfowl It that'sthatsthat's-

all

that's-

all

'

all you got ., shoot the budsbirds atat-

Ihe
at-

theIhethe oplunumoptimum shOIshot patternpattern-
range

pattern-
rangerange ShoolmgShooting the blldsbirds atat-

too100too close a range tends 10to10-

blow

to-

blowblow them up , cause bloodblood-

clots
blood-

clotsclots all over the places wherewhere-

they
where-

theythey were shot and ruinS thethe-

good
the-

goodgood eatmgeating quahlYquality of thesethese-

tasty
these-

tastytasty bIrds .

Know the area where you hunthunt-

Even

hunt-

EvenEven after 12 years of huntms-huntmshunting-huntinghuntms-
at

hunting-
at

-
at my favonlefavorite valley ,. I stilistillstili-

follow
still-

followfollow Ihethe cauUonscautions I use InIn-

all

in-

allall hunts
huntsBefore

Before leaVIng your transportranspor-.-

a close dIStance "''alklngalklngWalking 1"010too1"0-

dose
too-

close
"

doseclose and especlallvespecially between J-

mother
aJa-

mothermother and a }oungyoung anm.1anm1animalanimalis,. is" aa-

mistake
a-

nustJ.enustJ\.enustJ.enustJ.eemistake\. to aVOid ( ddlldaily) ) TheThe-

momma
The-

mommasmommamommas. hdvehave the Instmelinstinct toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect theutheir \youngoung not with-

laws
wtnwithwtnl-

aws

,

laws , but wUnwith brute force andand-

the
and-

thethe resources hey have ., IIlikelike-

claws
!>..ee.-

eclawsclawsi-uwjiuwj- ,. hoolshootsnuuis inor Beatergreater strengthstrength-

and
strength-

andandandwllhandwithwithwllh splitspill secondseondseondwarning: warning '

That'sThats' hohow. I ;uTVIvedairvivedd huntinghuntmghunting-

successfully
huntmg-

successfullysuccessfully ,. avoidingavoidinga a bear oror-

Iwo

or-

twoIwo-IwotwoIwoandatways- and--atwaysandatwaysand-alwaysalways--- rays beingbemg aware and-

in

jndandjnd-

inin10 controlconlrol of the hunthunt-

Ptarmigan
hunt-

PtarmIgan
hunt-

PtarmiganPtarmigan tancan hidehnle veryverywellwellwell-

II once saw one posed likehke thethe-

Stalue

the-

StatueStatueStalue of LibertyLibe , withw'thwth
_
' it'sitsII'SIIS'' neck

outstretched and all I had beenbeen-

eating
been-

eatingeating lunch slltmgsitting In one placeplace-

for
place-

forfor da while I lookedlookedaroundaroundaround-

some
around-

somesome more and loundfoundloundafoundaa goodgood-

sIzed

good-

sizedsIzed floelflock>. pallenllspatiently keepineeeplne InIn-

eve

in-

eveeve nnon me dndand "I"I\SI"IIISpossiM\possiMpossiMterrified\ ' " '\ leIedterrifiedleIedI-
n

terrified-

to
", ,

Into near death ' The\TheTheereThewere\ "wereere IonlooIon-

.lose

loo-

loose.,.loseloseloose 10to snoshot , It IIwanted""an'edanedwanted' 10Io10-

.alch

Io-

sdich..alchalchsdich he ""lidlidbuds, SoI we salsatsa-

la"Iund

sa-

tJrrunda"IundaIundJrrund" Ilot'" a ""hllehllewhsle lhemthem KeepKeep-

tile

eep
111tile< memecompans,"mpammpamcompans" ''orortor lunchlunch-

There
lunch-

ThereThere are Ihreethree ''peclespeclesspecies ""IIof plarptarptar-

tmean'tmean11I2d " ,thehe "willow11101110I, \II\rockrockandt> andand.-

11Ite

and-

ahlte..11Ite11Iteahlte lalledtailedlalled11-\-\1111All plarnll2Jnptarrrttean ss-

"lOg

s-

wing""lOglOgwing"lOgleatherswingleathersleathers ararc< ""hllehllewhite vearyearvear-

round
year-

roundroundroundwhilewhile Ihesthey lurturn" ""llItellItewhile 10in10-

lall

in-

talllalltalllallandtallandand lurnturn bhr-iihrii-hriiin, ,, , 10in ''punpunspringspring-

the
<

fhethe ""lidlidbirds, II\CIICIlse\ all Ihouthrouchoutthrouchoutl-

aska

, < bollboll-

Ias

'

\\IasIas\laskalaska!>..aa fhe\fhefheeenefheerne\ eeneerne allallyallyweigh} "weighweigh-

in

, ''gngn'gn-

mmin alat ""AAtwo< ' Ih"dsIhdsthuds" Ito" one and aa-

hall

a-

halthallhalt round\roundpoundsroundean\ eaneach, TheilThen leelteeslee-

lJI

tees-

arcJIarcarcsered< ,--seredsered, ''eedeed, ,lIlhtill I'hIht'ith"stithst'ith"s-
Mountain

,' " ' ,"' ,

'1nUnlaH1Mountain ""dcdcsides, ''allesallesesile\sesiles\ ' anJandanJ-

lIe1
and-

rtyerslI\e1\lIe1rtyerslIe1uh\ \ "withuh go"dgodroodroodw" w""dldlflu" " . ,oet,% e , Jrareare-

rood

.
,<"ododrood" places ,ti," mroilroiltat--tattat! J ' luganmeanlugan-

eal

mean-

earealear ,oundround
roundc

\\cc., , ndH1eordure "11 Ihtiletilelist,' 'list"IJndlistand""II JndandJnd.-

J

and.-

a..JJ.aa It , ,thehc ,,11Ic11Icthree,' ''ppspecies" ''II' lIa1-

111

lIa\lIanaynay-

title

\
1111title,' heedbreedbreedu, u'" IIit \youou hJ\thJthays\. aa-

IIJ

a-

hartIIJhart' ''IIII'tlttctlttc" , IdenlJl\IdenlJlIdenlJlmLIdcnttt\tnIdcnttttn\ mL. ,''ncnc, hI dJsJs-

II coucou'JcouJ'", h"haJa 'halt, all heJbreed, , ' (P'JPJP'J-

nl
''tata'ta-

miean
'

n\lnlmiean\ < Jn I"nInIrm.", " ""IIrue_ ' ' 1l ,. ,cg-cgcgin- ., In iet-

all
t'eteiet'e-

IJII

',

IJIItallIJIIantallanctananctanctSIJ, ' ,SIJ\SIJIJmSIJtoIJ\IJ\ mto 11il , cck ', utin" 11It11Ie\Ie-
sp

\IeIememe-

Sp

,

sp mthe< ""IltnIltnwren IhlSihc\ihcihcc0\ cc0' I'CIIICIIlieu' 'twrrtwrr-

wall
"''IIII'II-

"ass""assasswall The IllJItmalt ""IIIIIIwillow." plJptarptar-

miean

'

n\lcannlcanmiean\ ,Ia\\Iastj\sstjsIah\\ ,with" h the ,snn JkaleJk-

"hll
ale-

while""hllhllwhile , Ihethe IOctack>' aand" ""I\1te"II1tewhite\ lailtd-

guys
utlJlailtdutlJ-

S
,

guys\SS\ lea\eleaelease\ Ihthe, ..aeaeare, ""II..rr rhethe \ , ""ncncune"nc-

"Ith
une-

with""IthIthwith Ihethe lelllaitfemale "Si\SiSito"\ 10to Ic1,11111, " eeggseggs-

are
'

aleare usualusually" ladlaidlaidin, In earlsearly ''pIIngpIIngspring'pIIng-

on
spring-

onon Ihethe ground le'elleelless' ) "'soon''nn alleralteraller-

the
alter-

thethe snosnow'" melts TheThechwkv,chwkvchwkv-

clew
hdc, '

eclew"'' qUlcquicklyl\llJnd\ JndandJnd.anandan..ananan gelget oilottoil-

the
ott-

thethe gllJundgroundgllJundailegroundalterailealter' IInlonly} 'twotwo-

weeks ' 00-

wwweekseks 'f'astfastpast hatchmghatchinghatchmgandhatchingandandandcancancan-

Ih
anan-

lhIhlhIhwelllhwellwellwellalteralterafter gellmggettinggellmgagettingaa lullfullfullset"''IIsetset-

of01of leathers 10in Hif Into 10IO weeweeksweeks-

In
'

In spnngspring and sumsummerme , IhetheIhe-

ptarmigans

the-

ptarmigansptarmigans eat IOsedsInsects bernesberriesbernes-

new

berries-

newnew leaves ., andandlowers\\lowerslowersflowers AndAndin10in1-

0Summer

in-

SummerSummer . thethey} eatat plants andand-

even

and-

even
---

even
e-
veneven eatcaterpillarsrpillars and beellesbeetlesbeelles-

In

beetles-

InIn railfall as there are fewer InsectsInsects-

Ihe
insects-

theyIhethey} eat more bernesberries seeds andand-

buds
and-

budsbuds In wmterwinter the willow-

Continued
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ptarmigan eats the same oldold-

foods.willow
old-

foods.willowfoodsfoods.willowfoodswillowfoods-.willowfoods.willowwillow-._.willow buds , willowwillow-

twigs
willow-

twigstwigs and a little birch . TheThe-

rock
The-

rockrock ptarmigan in wintcrwinter cateatcat-

birch
eat-

birchbirch catkinstkins and buds andand-

little
and-

little
andaa

little willow while the whwhite-

tailed
wlutewhite-white,-

tailed ptarmigatrrnixptarmigan'mixptarmiganmixptariganmix', buds <andand-

catkins
and-

catkinscatkins of willow , birch aimandand-

alder
and-

alderalder .

So ,. with this information , andand-

a
and-

aa little bit of common sesenseSC ,

safe practicespracticea , practical and &&af-

euse

safe&afeafesafe-

useuse of firearmsfucarma ,, it itIIis possiblepossiblo toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt safely and successfullyIUcceafuI1y andand-

bring
and-

bringbring home tomesome fine birds forfor-

the
for-

thethe dinner table .


