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A. primprime* subsistence game animal , the caribou became the focusfocu1 of attention in the Nelchina basin .

SubsistenceSubsistelce)
SubsistelcelawSubsistencelaw
law survivessurvives-

board

survives-

board

,

board votevote-

AA motion callingcaUing fofor npealrepealpeal ofof-

the
of-

thethe statestate'sstates', .subsistence.subsistence law waswas-

defeated
,

defeated by ia narrownarrow13Ign!'margin! at a-

joint

a-

10lnt
ia

joint10lnt meeting of thehe!.. State-
Boards

SIItIt-
8oardsRC

State-StateSIItItState-
Boards

-

BoardsBoards.of8oards-RC8oardsRC--.of.ofof- . Fish and GameGarne lastlast-

week

last-

weekweekweek.. ._ __ .
weekThq

ThTheThq
.

repealIepeallssucIssue waswu tailedraisedtalaedbybyby .:'

Game Board member Jim Rear-

den

Rear-

den

Rear-

den
Rear-Rear-

den of Homer who said the bnrlaWlavrlavr-

pitted 'pitted rerecreationalational hunteR-
against

huntershunteRhunters-
againstagainst subsistenceUbsistence$ usersusera and-

urban
andand-

urbanurban against rural Alaskans..
The law essentiallyCS1iOntiaUy gives sub-

sistence
subsub-subs-

istence
-¬-

sistence., users priority in the-

harvesting
the !

harvesting of fish and gamepmegame-

where

,

where populations arearcan limited .
TheTho boardsboard, voted 8 - 6 againstagainst-

the
against-

thethe measure , but scseveralral mem-

bers

mem-

bers

memmem-¬-

bers calledalled forfOT modifications ofof-

the

of-

thethe law to make it more work-

able

work-

able
workwork-¬-

able . The action came during-

a
during

a time when thee mbsistencc-
law

subsistencembsistenccsubsistence-
lawlaw has been under pressurepressure-

Inin the legislatureleg1sbture &from&omom sport-

hunting
sportsport-

huntinghunting groupsgroup&...
The Board of Fish and GameGame-

meeting
Game-

meetingmeeting in Anchorage ooverr thethe-

past

the-

pastpast couple ofor weeks ,, acted onon-

scveral

on-

severalseveralscveral proposals concerningconcerning-
subsistence

concerning-
subsistencesubsistence use ofor variousftrious gamegame-

herds

game-

herdshctdsherds in Alaska ,.

In one such action the boardboard-

established

board-

establishedestablishedestablisheda--aa"' permit hunt for-

the
forfor-

111ethe111e NelchinaNe\chlnaNechlna\ caribou herd whichwhich-

gives

which-

givesgives prioritypriodty to subsistencesubsistence-

hIIntera

subsistence-

hunters
:

huntershIIntera .

The Department of Fish andand-

Game

and-

GameGame willwwiglijfferoffer 11,6001600,,POO permitspermits-

for
permits-

forforforcaribou-'-cariboucaribou'caribou in the Ne1china-

basbi
NelchinaNe1chinaNelchina-

basicsbasfaibasbibasics . TbThe* fustfirst ISO150 of thosethose-

will

those-

willwill be for subsistence hunters-

only

huntera-

only

huntershuntera

only . The subsistence ...permitspermits.permIts-

will

permits-

willwill be offered by drawing toto-

permanent

to-

permanentpermanent residents in Game-

Units

GameGame-

UnitsUnits 13 and 14 except 14c14c,,,

ththe Anchorage area . To qualifyqualify-

for

qualify-

forforforforaia permit , sa person must be

12 years of age or older ,, liveliw In-

a
J-

a
ft1JIn

a homehone where fish and gameproe not-

commercially
no1notnot-

commercla11ycommerciallycommercla11y '- purchased makmakemake-

up

makemake-

up

<

up more than half thetho meat andand-

fish

and-

fishfish diet and11I4 householdsbouaeholcb eair1-

a

eair1-eair1earnini-

a
eamInearnini- '

a grossFOIl annualannuallncomoIncome of 1212)12n.ooonooon.ooo-

or
)AM-

or
AM.

or leuless.. IfIe-thoIethoIf-theIfthe-"-"thttht departmentc1e,1&rtmeI1tc1e1rtmeI1tdeportment,& re-re--

cerrcscetveScomes more than ISOlSO150 appliappliC-
lions

applica-

tions
appliC-appliCapplica-applica&-

tionslions for the subsistence permits ,.

the extra applicants wulwill be In-

cluded

In-Inin ¬.-
cluded in the drawing for thethe-

remaining

the-

remainingremaining 1,4501450, permits .. OnlyOnly-

SS5 percent: of the permits will bebe-

issued

be-

issuedissued to nonresidents .

Two seasonsIelSOns were setsel in thethe-

Nelchina

the-

NelchinaNelchina basin for caribou ,. Aug .

20 to Sept . 2020andand JMVJa1\Ja1JanJa1l\ . tld toto-

Feb

to-

FebFeb . 28 . Only anterlessanterleesa caribou-

may
canbou-

may
cariboucanbou

may be taken during the winterwinter-

months

winter-

monthsmonths .

The department estimatesestimates-
the

estimates-
thethe NelchJnaNelchina herd at ..boutboutabout

10,00010000, animalsanbnals and predicts aa-

doubling

a-

doublingdoubling of the herd in the nextnext-

three

next-

threethree yearsyeara or so10.. Lastst yearyear-

hunteR

year-

huntershuntershunteR took., about 630 caribou ,

a number department biologistsbiologists-

IIY

biologists-

saysayIIY can be maintained withoutwithout-

hurtina

without-

hurtinghurtinghurtina the herd .

TheTho board diddicI establisheatablish a con-

trolled

coo-

troW
concoo-coocon-¬-

trolledtroW use areaam for moose hunt-

4t

hun-

tW

hunthunt-¬--

%W;4t

ingmg in the upper Kuskokwbn-
dramage

KuskokwiKuskokwbnKuskokwimKuskokwim-
drainagedrainagedramage east of McGrath . TheThe-

group

The-

groupgroup had considered and rereoreo-

Jected

¬.

jected a proposal to limitWnlt thethe-

arca

the-

areaareaarca to subsistencesubStStence hunhuntingImg byby-

residents

by-

residentsresidents..

The controlledcontroUed use area ,. pro-

posed
propro-¬.-

posed by the McGrath Fish andand-

Game

and-

GameGame Advisory CommitteeCommlttee pipro-propro-
hibits

pro-
hibits

-
bibitshibits the use ofofaircraftaitaircraftraft fforfor-

moose

for-

moosemoose hunting.. The restncUon-
would

restrictionrestncUonrestriction-
wouldwouldwouldeffectivelyeffectively restrict accessaccess-

to
access-

toto the area whenwhere:j the depart-

ment

depart-

ment

depart-

nt
departdepart--

mentnt has noted a decline in thethe-

moose

the-

moose

the-

populationmoose population . Most areaarea-

residents

area-

residentsresidents do not use airaircraftft butbut-

rely

but-

relyrely on boats or other modesmodes-

of
modes-

ofof transportation ..
AfterAfteT the prohibition waswas-

adopted
was-

adoptedadopted , Game BoardBoarcI membermember-

Sidney

member-

SidneySidney Huntington of Galena ,
calledea1led for increasedenforcementincreasedIncruscd enfonement-

by
enforcementenfonementenforcement-

by :by the Fish. and Game 'W'lldlif'e-

DiVisIon

WildlifeW'lldlif'eWlldlifeWildlife-

Division 'Division of the DepartmentDepartmenl of

Public Safety-

Declanng
Safety-

Declaring
SafetySafety-

DeclaringDeclaringDeclanngDeclaringthethe area a subSI-

Stence

subsis-

tence

subsjs-

would
subsjs-subsjssubSIS-subSIS-

tence zone: would have excluded-
nonresidents

excludedexcluded-

nonresidentsnonresidentsits from huntinghuntmg therethere-

but

there-

butbut would have allowed use of-

aircraft
ofof-

aircraftaircraft The McGrath advisoryadVISOradvisory-

committee
)

committee reportedreportedIIreporteditIIit attachedattached-
greater

attached-
greatergreater weightwetgltt (too limitinglmutlng air11I"au-

craft
au-au¬'-

craft ,. thantitan to restrictingreslnchngreslnchngwhorestrictingwhowhowho-

could
who-

couldcould hunt inm the areaarea-

Much
area-

Much
area-

MuchMuch of the section fallsfalls-

within

falls-

withinwithin the S2S.OOOS2SOOOS2S.000S2S000525,000525000., acre BearBeatBeat-

Creek

Beat-

CreekCreek bum area where newnew-

growth

new-

growthgrowth ISs expected to increase-

forage
mcrcaseincreasemcrcase-

forageforage for moose over the nextnext-

few
next-

few
i

few years and subsequentlysubsequently-
bring

subsequently-
bringbring and mcreaseincrease m the herd .

The boardsboanh were meeting in-

Anchorage
minm-

AnchorageAnchorage to consider dozens ofof-

proposals

of-

proposalsproposals concerning game regu-

lations
regu-

lations
reguregu-¬-

lations., seasonICISOn quotasquollS min com-

mercial
comcom-¬.-

mercialmerclal fishingfishIn&ofishIno&,, herd status rere-

ports
re-re-re-

ports
¬-

ports,, seasons
_

and bag limitslbnits...
One of the primeprbne issuesbeta to be

dectdeddecideddectdedwasdecidedwaswas the statustus of Com-

rncrcial

Comr-

rnTClaI

Com-

ibbmg
Com-Com-:rrnTClaIrncrcial ctabbmgcrabbingctabbmgmcrabbinginibbmg min NNortonNorton-

Sound

Norton-

Sound

.

Sound where ''hehethe departdepartmentdepartment-
had

. . . . . . .

had recommendeded a quotaququotata of
2 S to 5 millIOndlion pounds ,. butbut-

local

but-

locallocal irgamzanonsorgaruzlIlOnSorganizations: concerned-
with

concernedconcerned-
withwithwithaa reported decline In sub-

SIStence

sub-

sistence

sub-sub-

SIStence crab catches were asking-

for

askutgaskingaskutg-

forfor a quota of "zero"Zero to 1I m1llio-
npounds

millionm1llionmillion-

poundspoundsunds.. AlsaAMAlso , under considera-

tion

consideraconsidera-¬.-

tlontion was whether teto closeclose-

commercial

close-

commerctal

close-

commercialcommercialcommerctal blue crab fishingftSiungfishing-

around

ftSiung-

aroaroaroundnd StSI Lawrence4wnnce: Island1s1andIsland-

The

1s1an-

dTl

Island-

TheTlTheTheTlee DepartmentDepartment of Fish andand-

Game

and-

GameGame also has announced thethe-

appo1l1tment

the-

appointmentappointmentappo1l1tment of DennisDenrns DD.. KelsoKelso-

chief

Kelso-

asas chiefcluef of the SushiSsbsstence-
Section

SusbSlStenceSsbsstenceSusbSlStenc-
eSectwn

:
SectionSectwn . He badhad beenbeeD regionalregional-

supervisor

regional-

supervisorsupervisor for the Interior ..
Kelso , a Harvard Law SchoolSchool-

graduate

School-

graduategraduate ,., is,, accordingICCOrdmg to thethe-

department

the-

departmentdepartment , anen authority on-

legal

onon-

legallegal questions concenconcerningag sub-

sistence
subsub--sub-

sistence

¬-

sistence., use on public landslands-;-.:


