
A cctsecase of policing family and friends
By PETE SPIVEYSPIVEY-

Fo

SPIVEY-

ForFoFor, the TundTundra. romTimesTime-

sMekoryuk

.
Mekoryuk , NUnlvakNumvak [Island-

Howard
sland-slandIsland-Islandsland-

Howard
-

Howard T Amos had been homehome-

from
home-

fromfrom hisIus trainingtra10mg course at thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of PublicPubhc SafetySafety-

academy
Safety-

academyacademy just three days when hehe-

was

he-

waswas calledcalledonon to use what he'dhedhe'd-
Learned

he'd-

learned

'

learned UIin Alaska'sAlaskas' first VillageVillage-

Public
Village-

PublicPublic Safety Officer class .

Amos ., a NUDIvakNunivak EskunoEskimo , hadhad-

scored
had-

scoredscored top honors in11'I11I' the five-

week
five-

week
five-five -.-

weekweekcoursecourse on basic pollpoll-

operations

polIce pro-

cedures
propro-.-

cedures searchsearchandandandrescuerescuerescue-

opera
rescue-

operationsoperaoperationsnons and emergencyemergency-

medical
emergency-

medicalmedical treatment But he hadhad-

no
had-

nono ,deaidea how soon hIS classroomclassroom-

training
classroom-

trammgtrammgtrainingtrammgwouldtrainingwouldlining would be tested in10 a realreal-

situation
real-

slluatlOnslluatlOnsituation
slluatlOnIsituationI

I was slllstill! settmgsetting thmgsthings up 10in10-

the
in-

thethe office when one of thethe-

"liage
the-

tillage""liageliagetillage kIds Lamecame and got me andand-

told
and-

toldtold me myms sIstersisterss husband waswas-

trrmg
was-

trvmgtrvmgtrrmgtrvmgtotrrmgtoto kill1I\1I1Iher\ her Amos saidsaid-
II ranr.nrn. uintl!, the school where sheshe-

worked
she-

workedworked jnddndand found a teacherteacherh-

oldinine

teacher-

holdmholdmholdininerioldineherher up trytryinging109 loto slow thethe-

bleeding
the-

hleedmgbleedinghleedmg fromtwm a ",woundwoundinound in10 herher-

chest
her-

hestchest
hestnwchestoml
hest
hestAm

\Am\nwnwo\mloml,!, ',. sister had been shotshot-

with'"withIIiihh a 11010Jh() 't\\JhJh'O6O6) <i riflenile The powerpower-
lul

power-
lultullul huntinghuntmg round had amputaamputa-

led
amputa-

tedtedledtedIneledone!oneIne !ofIr her breasts andandshesheshe-

was*"''asaswasas slippingshppmg intomto shock fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe trauma and lossluss of bloodblood-

lie
blood-

lie
blood-

lielie "'savssass' the fear helie felt al-

seemg

atalat-

seeingseeingseemg his sistersisterssslifelife slIppmg-

awa
slippingslIppmgslipping-

awayawaawayawaywas, was overcome by thethe-

training
the-

trammgtrainingtrammg regimenregunen he'dhed' bibeenbeen-

through
been-

thruughthroughthruugh He did what he dd-

irned
d-

learned
d-

learned'-irnedirnedlearned- stoppingstoppmg the flow ofof-

blood
of-

bloodblood..oodood and preventingprevcntmg her from

.

- -
shd10gslidingding further intomto sheshock WIthWIth-

her
With-

her.her. ..rr condition stabiLstabilized , hehe-

called
he-

calledcalled for an airplaneauplane ;and con-

tinued
concon-.-

tinuedttnued to treat her uas hihe accom-

panied
aecom-

pamed
aecom-aecomaccom-accom-

pantedpamedpanied her on the ""longestlongest hour-

long
hour-

long
hour-

long
hour-hour-

long flight in10 the world " to thethe-

Bethel
the-

BethelBethel hospitalhospital-

iris.irisis sister lived . Amos arrestedarrested-

her
arrested-

herher husband and he wwas; event-

ually
event-

ually
event-event-

ually tentsent to prison for [100 yearsyear-
srhat

.

""ThatThat-rhatrhat-that waiwas one event in my ft-
hat

f-flIfelIfe-

that
life-

that

-

that I[ could never forget , " AmAm-

v

AmosAmos-

says
Amos-

sayssays nowv , [188months18months8 months after thethe-

shooting
the-

shootmgshootingshootmg . ""IfIf[ f I[ hadn'thadnt' havhave beenbeen-

lucky
been-

luckylucky enough to get that Utraining-

there's
trammgtrainingtrammg-

there'sthere'stheres'' no way she would tbebe-

alIve

be-

aliveahvealIve rightnght now "

The DepartmentDepartmen t of PublIc-

Safety
PublicPublic-

SafetySafety didn'tdidnt' necessarilynccessanly havehave-

such
have-

such
have-

suchsuch life-or-deathlifeordeathUfe.or-deathUfe.ordeathUfe.orUfeor-. -- rerescues 10in1-

0mmd

in-

mindmindmmdmmdwhenmindwhenwhen it laumlaum-

Village
lauochedlaunched thethe-

Village
the-

VillageVillage PublicPubltc Safety OfficerOfficer-

VPSO
Officer-

VPSO
Officer-

VPSO((VPSOVPSO ) program ,10inn IQ7q-

The
1979-

The
1979-

The
IQ7q1979

The basic idIdea< was to gIve ruralrural-

villages

rural-

villagesvillages greater :self-sufficiencyselfsufficiency- 10in1-

0runnmg

in-

runningrunningrunnmg their own lawenforce-
men

law-enforcelawenforcelaw-enforce--- ¬.-

menment( and public-safetypublicsafetypubhc-safetypubhc-- pro-

grams
pro-

grams
pro-

nally
pro-pro-

gramsgramslormally\\lormallylormallyNormallynally ., that amountsamounts-

edmg

amounts-

toto htlittlee more than warnmgwarnmgawarningwarningaa fewfew-

speed
few-

speedingspeedspeedingedmg109 snowmachmerssnowmachiners to slowslow-

down
slow-

downdownn and encouragingencouragmg the pur-

chase
pur-

chase
pur-

e
pur-pur-

chase. . _ e ofofstatestate-subsidizedstatesubsidizedstate-5ubsldlzed5ubsldlzedofstate5ubsldlzedstate --subsidized fire exex-

tinguishers
ex-

tmgulShers
ex-ex¬-

tinguisherstmgulShers
tinguishers"Howard'stmgulShers"Howard's

""Howard'sHowards' coolness and pro-

fessionalism
pro-

r
pro-pro-.

fesslonal1smfessionalismr. , , ! , , , ,
10in cvmgsaVIng* his sIster's-

hfe
sister'ssisterssister's-

life ''

hfelife might be an example thatthat-

sells

that-

sellssells,. > the.. . * f--e-feprogramfepolitically- . - . - . ! politicallypohlcally! , butbut-

It'S

but-

it'sit'sits'' the mundane.everydaymundaneeverydaymundanecveryday.,, thingstlungsthings-

these
tlungs-

thesethese guys do that really makemake-

Itit work ,
" saidsatd Trooper Sgt . RonRon-

Cole
Ron-

ColeCole , statewide coordinatorcoordmator ofof-

the
of-

thethe programprogram-

The
program-

TheThe 52 village officers Cole

-
loosely shepherds arearc the evo-

lutionary
evoevo-¬.-

lutionaryIUJonary! results of 10 yeanyears ofof-

state
of-

statestate efforts to improveunprove pubbcpubhcpublicpubhc-

safety
public-

safetyafetysafety in the Alaska Bush Wtth-

out
with-

out
withWtth-Wtthwith-¬-

out stationingstatlorung a trooper in everyevery-

village

every-

villagevillage And the village officersofficers-

arc
officers-

arearcare better trained in allallaspectsaspectsaspects-

of
aspects-

ofof pubbcpublIc safety than the nnarrow-

ly
narrow-

ly
narrow-narrow; -

ly focused constables and villagevillage-

police
village-

policepolice officers who precededpreceded-

them
preceded-

themthem ., Cole sayssays-

So
says-

So
says-

SoSo far , the department has-

had
hashas-

hadhad pretty good luck with thethe-

officers
the-

officersofficers . Only two have beenbeen-

dismissedboth
been-

dwmsscdbothdismissed-bothdismissedbothdwmsscd-bothdwmsscd-- for beating thetheir-

wivesand
thentheir!

wives-andwivesandWlVeHnd there have been-- nono-

serious
no-

seriousserious incidentsmCldents of abusiabuse oror-

firearms
or-

flreannsfirearmsflreanns mistakes , Cole sayssays-

The
says-

TheThe department has been soso-

encouraged
so-

encouragedencouraged by the results thatthat-

itit11 is askingaskmg the legislature forfor-

more
for-

moremore fundingfundmg in10 fiscal year
19811981-501981501981.50198150-..5050%% increasemcrease to $$4.54.545$4.-
5m1

$4.5-

millionto
.
.

m1million-tomilliontoJon.toJonto-. traintram and fund POS-

itions

posi-

tions
posiPOSi-¬-

tions for 106 officers and sup-

porting
sup-

portmg
supsup-¬-

portingportmg trooper-

Candidate
troopertroopers next yearyear-

CandIdate
year-

CandidateCandidate ofofficers , after being-

selected
bemgbeingbemg-

selectedselected by thetheir" locallocalvillagevillagevillage-

councIls
village-

councilscouncils and screened by troopertrooper-

coordinators
trooper-

coordmatorscoordinatoicoordmatorscoordinators , arcare sent' to' Sitka-

for
SltkaSitkaSltka-

forfor five weeks of intensive-

training
mtenslveintensivemtenslve-

tramtramtraining109 at the trooper academyacademy-

Besides
academy-

BesidesBesides learninglearnmg the babasIcs ofof-

police
of-

poltcepoltcepolicepolice work , theme bnghbnghtestbrightest' ofof-

the
of-

thethe prospecUveprospective: tive officers rreceIvereceIve-

enough
receive-

enoughenough trammgtraining 10in fIrst 31daid toto-

earn
to-

earnearn Emergency MedIcal Tech-

mctan
Tech-

nician
Tech-Tech-

mctanniciann certdcertificatescertificates-
They're

catescates-

They'reThey'reTheyre' also trainedtramed inm search-

andrescue
search-

andrescue
search-

andrescue
search-search -

and-rescueandrescue- operationsoperaUons and boat-

ing
boat-

mg
boatboat-¬-

ingmg safety After acacademyacademy-

graduaJorl
academy-

graduationgraduationgraduaJorl! , the c1"4"1c141candtdatecandidate"" " " offi-

cers
offi-offi-.

cers arcare
.
broughtought to Anchoragechorage

for two weeksks of firefighting-

trauung

firetighungflreflghtlngfirefightingflreflghtln-

gtraJJltraJJ\ltraJJl\trauungg .

RoolocRookie officers earn aboutabou-

t$1200amonth
about-

SS$51,200-a-month51,20051200amonth,200-a-month,200200$1200-a-month$12001200[ ,
, ---- starting pay-

They

pay-pay-.

TheyTheyworkwork for theirthctr local village-

councils

village-

councils

village

councils andandarearearc paid through-

the

through-

the

through

the statewide organizationorganizatlon oC-

Alaska

of-

Alaska

ofoC

Alaska Village Council PresI-

den

Presi-

dents

PresiPresI- ¬-

dendentsIS .

Even aftetafter returningreturmng to his-

home

sh-
ome

hisIshome village , the new officerofficer-

con

officer-

continuesconcontinues1m ucs to undergo training .

RegionalReglonal trooper :dctaihments-
try

detachments-
try

detachmentsdctaihments
try to send a trooper to the-

village

the-

village

the
village every few monthmonths) toto-

reVlcw

to-

reviewreviewreVlcw and update the officerofficer-

and

officer-

andand groups ofofofficersofficers arearc lOme-

tunes
some-

times
tome-

This

tome-tomelOme-lOmesome-some-

tunestimes called together for trainingtraining-

seminars
training-

seminarsseminars
seminars"this'"This'ThIS"this' whole program is based-

on
based-

on
based

on the concept of continous-
inmg

continouscontmouscontinous-
training

contmous-
trammgtrammgtraininginmg ,," Cole said """TheThe goalgoalI-

Sis to get them all past the basicsbastcsbasics-

and
bastcs-

andand intomto advance levels , meaningmeanmgmeaning-

that
meanmg-

thatthat the real goal is selfsuit-

Selfsufficiency

selfsuffi-
ciency

self-suit-selfsuitself-suffisuffiself-suffi--- ! -.
"cleneyciency

Self-sufficiencySelfsufficiency- benefits moremore-

than
more-

thanhanthan just theme villagers and eveneven-

docs
even-

doesdocsdoes more than SImplyrcply freefree-

regular
free-

regularregular troopers from a lot of-

mISdemeanor
of-

misdemeanor
of

mISdemeanor poltcepolice workork ItIt-

also
It-

alsoalso allows troopers to makemake-

sunple
make-

supplesunplesupplejnple goodwill visits to villagesvillages-

and
villages-

andand ., perhaps more importantly ,

letsJets them end a visitmil withoutwithout-
taking

without-
takmgtakingtakmg along a manacled-

pnsoner
manacled-

prisoner
manacled

prisonerpnsoner
prisonerSgtpnsoner5g5gSgt! Glen Godfrey , who over-

sees
over-

sees
overover-¬-

sees the activitiesactiVlles! ofoC 19t9 village-

safety
village-

safety
village

safety officers from his BethelBethel-

trooper
Bethel-

troopertrooper detachment , says ththethgthg-

psychological
!*

psychological benefits of good-
will

goodgood-¬-.
willwillVISItsvisits arearc significant .

""WeWe have excellentexcenent rapponrapportrappon-
with

rapport-
withwithwithmostmost villagevillages*$.. ButButsUll, still thethe-
Yupik

the-
YupikYupilcYupik term for trooper mC3IU-

'he
meansmC3IUmeans-

'he''hehe who comes and takes twayaway ,
,';'Godfrey aidsaid . ""BeforeBefore thisthuthis-

program
thu-

programprogram started , illaDall the locallocal-
law

local-
lawlaw enforcement officer diddidWasWa-
swait

waswas-
waitwait for usus,, 10so most of our tnpstripstnpstotripstoto villages were forCor the iIOlesoleIOle-

PUrpOlC

sole-

purposepurposePUrpOlC of picking up prisoners "

Now ,. except hiIn cases wherewhere-
the

where-
thethe most seriousacrlous crimes arearc inin-

volved
in-in¬.-

volved , the local officerofflCet makesmakes-
the

makes-
thethe arrest and after checkingchecking-

with
checking-

withwith the troopers by telephonetelephone-

toto make surelUre he'iheihe'shes' got a vahd-

case
validvahdvalid-

casecase , he usually flies with thethe-

prisoner
the-

prisonerprisoner to the nearest town thaithatthai-

has
that-

hashas a trooper detachment andand-

a
and-

aa jail .

Godfrey says that has givengiven-
local

given-
locallocal officers more authonty-
and

authorityauthontyauthority-
andand makes troopers seem lessless-

like
less-

ltkelikeltke the heavies .

Amos ,. who Godfrey calls ""thethe"the-

cream
"the-

creamcream of the crop , "" says he tooktook-

the
took-

thethe job because no other youngyoung-

people
young-

peoplepeople in his village seemed In-

terested
inin-

terestedterested . Now 30 , he'sheshe.s'
.

sincesmcesince-

recruited
smce-

recruitedrecruited three young partpart-

timers
part-

timerstimers , primarilypnmarily to make latelate-

night
late-

nightnight roundsroundsandand to helphelpwIthwIth-

occasional
withwith-

occasionaloccasional searches for VIllager-

slost

villagersvillagers-

lostlost or stranded dunngduring snowsnow-

machine
snow-

machinemachine forays on Numvak-

Island
NunivakNumvakNunivak-

IslandIsland ,.
Amos works ououtt of a portableportable-

building
portable-

buildingbuilding near the village centercenter-

which
center-

whichwhich houses two holdingholdmg cellscells-

and
cells-

andand features a wall adornedadorned-

with
adorned-

withwith the various trainmgtrainingtrainmgcerlfitrainingcertificerlfi-
cates

certifi-

cates
cerlfi-cerlficertifi-certifi! -

cates hehe'shes', earned . NearNcar tusIushis deskdesk-

SIts

desk-

sitssits a citizens band radioradto , a con-

stantly
concon-¬.-

stantly chattering squawk boxbox-

that
box-

thatthat makes up for Mekoryuk'sMekoryuksMekoryuk's-
lack

Mekoryuk's-
lack

'

lack of telephones .

The Village Is far from being-

hotbed
bemgbeingbemg-

hotbed
bemgabeingaa

hotbed of crime . Other than thethe-

constant
the-

constantconstant battle of trying to keepkeep-

snowmachmers
keep-

snowmathmcrssnowmachinensnowmathmcrssnowmachmers from teanngtearingteanng-

through
tearing-

throughthrough at breakneck $peedsspeedsspeeds .

Amos says his biggest law enen-

forcement
en-en¬.-

forcement problem is thethe-

periodic
the-

periodicperiodic flareup ofofalcoholalcoholalcohol-

abuse
alcohol-

abuseabuse .

He has the nightmaremghtmare of hIS-

own
hishis-

ownown sister'ssisters'' shootingshootmg to remindremmdremind-

him
remmd-

hunhimhun ofofwhatwhat can happen to anan-

otherwISe
an-

otherwiseotherwise peaceful villagevillage whenwhen-

alcohol
when-

alcoholalcohol is in town .
.""ItIt''ItIt come mdand goes and whenwhen-

Continued

when-

Continued(Continued on Page eight )



. VPSOVPSoCo-

ntinued(ContinuedContmued from Page Four )

it'sits' here ,. we have lots of prob-

lems
prob-

lems
probprob-¬-

lems with people getting drunkdrunk-

and
drunk-

andand fighting ," he said ., ""AfterAfter"After-
my

"After-
mymy sister'ssisters' shooting and beingbemgbeing-

threatened
bemg-

threatenedthreatened by drunks a fewfew-

time
few-

timetime myself , IIwouldwould be reallyreally-

happy
really-

happyhappy if we could get alcoholalcohol-

banned
alcohol-

bannedbanned here altogethcaltogether .."
Village voters Ipprovedapproved suchsuch-

aia measure last fall , but statestate-

Attorney
state-

AttorneyAttorney General Wilson Con-

don
ConCon-¬.-

don struck it down bbecause thethe-

referendum
the-

referendumreferendum was basbased_ _ on_ . . aa-

defunct
a-

defunct
_

defunct state statute . VillageVillage-

elders
Village-

elderselders are preparing another peti ¬.
tiontlon dnvedove to get the proposedproposed-
ban

proposed-
banban on the ballot againagam .

Amos hopes that will leaveleave-

him
leave-

hunhimhun only the lightest ofofmismis-

demeanants
mismis-¬.-

demeanants to deal with andand-

gIVe

and-

givegive himIm time to devisedevtse public-

Omce
public-

service
public-

service
public-public-

serviceOmce$ projects as punishmentpunishment-
forfor those found guilty ..


