
Safe water systems expanding into more villages
'SlimK'slocasslocash\hhoul)\. " huloulbut surelsurely' ,. safe andand-

e"nelllent0lonvenicnle"n\elllente"nenelllent" nsenient\ wawaterr forfur 'homehomehome use isI-

SbewmIng

is-

becomingbecomingbewmIng availablea'dlableadlable"' , in10 AlAlaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

lurdl
Alaska's-

rural
:

' ''lurdlrurallurdlMcasruralareasMcasareas dSas funds are mademade-

a.adahlc
made-

nalldolc.,.naiUhlcnaiUhlcnalldolca.adahlcaadahlc. lorfor capitalLapltatoapnat improve-
mcnts

improve-
ments

improve-improveunprove -.-

mcntsmen\menmentsmenproJects\) projectspruletfs Almost everyevery-

too
every-

tvttvtoo*. <"> >\yearscarsCdrs Ihcthcthe legislature author-

ies
author-

ve
author-authorautbor-.-

,Ievei/esies/ , Iihethehc >sjlcdIesale of bonds torfor votervote-
r'ppI'dl

vote-
ripprsal'ippiovjl'ppI'dlppIdlipprsal," ' Salealc of the bonds Ii-

ndnee
fifr-

nanle
Ii-Iifr-fr-

namendneenanle constructionUJI1strudlonlonstruotlon of waterwaler andand-

cv.cr
and-

seuer\,""vv\cv.crcv.crseuer.. er projectsproletts in both ,""corpOl-
J'ed

incorpor"corpOlcorpOlincorpor-
acedatedJ'edJedaced' anddnddndumncorpura'dandunincorporatedunincorporatedumncorpura'dumncorpurad"' comcom-

mumtics
com-

rnunlleinanitiesrnunllemumtics! , with populationspopulallons of bebe-

stern

be-

tvtvtwccn.sternccn _2555andand 600 people

- -
In second class or the smallsmal-

lunincorporated
smal-

lunincorporatedunincorporated commumllescommunities ,

100100'k100k'% fundmgfunding IS admmlsteredadministered byby-

the
by-

thethe Department of EnvITonmenEnvironmenEnvITonmen-

tal
Environmen-

taitaltai ConservatIon'sConservatIons ' Village SafeSafe-

Water
Safe-

WaterWater Program The funds areare-

most
are-

mostmost often used to constructconstruct-
aa central facilIty wIth showers ,

laundry and sewage dIsposaldIsposal-

servIces

disposal-

servicesservIces , as well as a place to gelgetgel-

potable
get-

potablepotable water to take homehome-

DEC
home-

DECDEC works closely with the
12 regIOnal health corporatIonscorporatIons-
toto Identify commumtlescommunities most In

-
need of samtatlonsanitation improve-

ments
ITTlproveimprove-improve .-

menlSments CommumtlesCommunities recommen-

ded
recommen-

ded
recommen-recommen -

ded by the health corporatIonscorporatIons-
areare screened and consolidatedconsohdaledconsolidat-
edI

consohdaled1-

I1tO

consolidated-
into1I1tOinto a- pllOllyprioity 'hsllist--II which ,. alongalong-

kground
along-

wIth

along-

withwIth detailed backgroundkground infor-

mation
infor-

submitted
infor-infor-.

mabonmation ., IS submitted to10 thethe-

Legislature

the-

legislaturelegislaturea every_ very two years forfor-

inclusion

for-

inclusion

for-

mcluslOninclusionmcluslOn mintoto a bond proposi-

tion
proposiproposi-¬'-

tiontlon.. IfIfvoter\voter approval' IS secured' ,

funds arare made available for newnew-

projects

new-

projectsprojects
projectsIn

In 1978 , the sale of bondsbonds-

proVIded

bonds-

providedprovided a wateringwatermg pointpomt to10 thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage of KothkKotlik ., Up to thistlus trme-

residents
tunetrmetune-

residentsresidents were using nverriver andand-

rain

and-

ramramrainn water , or melted ice ,. allaU ofof-

which

of-

wluchwhichwluch are unprotected from con-

tamination
concon-¬.-

taminationtammatlon for drinkingdnnkmg pur-

labor

pur-

poses
pur-pur-.

poses .

In KoKotlikJk ., as In aUall VillageVillage-

Safe
Village-

SafeSafe Water projects ., Ihethe depart-

ment
departdepart-.-

ment staff works closely withwith-

the
with-

thethe VIllage council to determine-
what

determmedeterminedetermme-
whatwhat type of project the villagevillage-

needs
village-

needsneeds , given budgelbudget constraints-
and

constramtsconstraintsconstramts-
andand operation andandmamtenanceandmaintenancemaintenance-
considerations

mamtenancemaintenancemamtenance-
conSideratIonsconSideratIons such as fuel andand-

labor
and-

laborlabor costs A contract was writ-

ten
writWiltwrit-¬.-

ten with the village , engineeringengmeermgengineering-

design
engmeermgd-

CSlgndesigndCSlgn completed , materialsmatenals oror-

and

or-

dered
or-or-.

dered , a local work force hired-

and
luredhiredlured-

andand construction started TheThe-

amount
The-

amountamount of tinetimetime requiredrequITed to com-

In

com-

plete
com-

plete
com-com-

plete any a project depends up .
on the SIZe and complexity of-

the
otofot-

thethe proposed improvementsimprovements-
InIn December 1979 ia meetmgmeeting

was held to detedetermmedetermine the bestbest-

solution

best-

solutionsolution to10 Kotlik'sKotliksKothk'sKothks' water propro-

blems

pro-pro¬'-
blems The cityClly councilcouncd and thethe-

Village

the-

VilldgeVillageVilldge Safe Water staff con-

cluded
concon-¬.-

cluded theIhe best idea made useuse-

of

use-

ofof the Lower Yukon School-

District's

School-

Dlstllct'S
School

District'sDistrictsDlstllct'SDlstllctS' existingeXlstmgeXlstmgwaterexistingwaterwater treat-

ment
treattreat-.-

ment system Funds were mademade-

avadable

made-

availableavailableavadable to the school didlstr.ctdlstrctdistrictdlstr.ct-

to

district-

to

.
to purchase a larger stostoragestorage-

tank
storage-

tanktank In return , a wateringwatenng -point-

adjacent
pomtpointpomt-

adjacentadjacent to the school vwouldwould-

be

would-

be'be- provided for residents of Kot-

This

Kot-

lilt

Kot-Kot-.
hllilt<.. This solution furnishfurnrshedfurnished thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage and school with a depend-

able
dependdepend- ¬.-

able and safe water supply . TheThe-

key

The-

keykey elementnt inm the success ofof-

thIs

of-

thisthIs prOjeclproject was the close coco-

operation

co-co¬.-

operallonoperationition wluchwhichwmcn evolved bebe-

plcted

be-

tween
be-be-.

tween the vdlagevillage ., the schoolschool-

district

school-

dlstnctdlstnctdistrict and the department .

The project destgl1design was com-

pleted
com-

pleted
com-com-

plctedpleted inm September 1980 ., Sup-

plies
SupSup-Sup-

plies
-¬-

plies were airlifted31rhfted thortlyshortly after-

wards
afterafter-¬.-

wards Among the local work-

force

work-

force
workwork-¬-

force was Wille OdinzoffOdmzoff ,. plum-

Peter

plum-

ber
plum-

ber
plum-plum-

ber , George Costley :; electllcianelectrician ;

Peter Yunak , Felixfehx AketachunakAketachunak-
andand Michael Akaran , carpenters ;;
and Agatha Mike and DebraDebra-

Costley
Debra-

CostleyCostley as painters Also emem-

ployed

em-

ployed
em-em¬-

ployed were Lawrence ChiklakChikJak ,

AlAIAt WasuliWasullWasuh and Miguel Bordeaux .

Work was inspectedmspected and approv ¬.

ed on Nov 1010,198010198010,1980-
There

10,1980-
There

, 19801980-

ThereThere were other VillageVlllage SafeSafe-

Water
Safe-

WaterWater projects inm AlakanukAJakanuk , Nu-

lato
Nu-

lato
Nu-

lato
Nu-Nu-

lato , Selawik , Chevak ,,.!ttkasPitkasPttkas

Point , Tanana , Beaver ., NorthNorth-
way

North-
wayway ,. Koyukuk and Council .

In Hooper Bay ia distributiondistribution-
system

distribution-
systemsystem walwas built so resIdents-

could
residentsresident-

scould'obtaincouldcould'obtaincouldobtain''obtainobtain drinkingdnnking water a-

lmost

a-

tmost
atal

most at their doorstepsdoonteps dunng-

the
duringdunngduring-

thethe summer monthsnths ., At Shah-
toohk

ShakShahShak-
toohktoohk ,, a watering point waswas-
built

was-
builtbuilt wlwhichch enables residents toto-

obtain
to-

obtainobtain water regardless of the-

weather
the-

weather
the

weather , Improvements are alsoalso-

under
also-

underunder way with Village Safe-

Water
Safe-

Water
Safe

Water assistance in about a do-

len
do-

zen
do

lenzen other communities .


