
GraylingGrayliRR tunes ininB-

yByByMattioPatShawByMattioPatShaw-

Most

MattieMattle Pat ShawShaw-

MostMost of the communities around Gray-
ling

Gray-
ling

GrayGray-¬-

ling have had TV for quite some time ,

and.., but for the efforts of Grayling civicdviccivic-

leaders
dvic-

leadersleaders , who persisted., there would still bebe-

no
be-

nono televisiontelevision for the local residents , and any-

one
any-

one
anyany-¬-

one wishing to enjoy the humor of ""FonzieFonzie "
or the crazy antics of '".:''MarkMarkMork from Ork ,"
would have to go over to ShagelukShagelukoror sosomesome-

other
ee-

otherother ,, moreore distant village ..
The great momomentent arrived at 1:00100: panp.mpm... ,

Tuesday ,. January 22 . WiresWJl'8SWJl8S' were connected
,

,
all the right buttons and switches werewere-
pushed

were-
pushedpushed . and pulled., lighting up the T.VTV. .

sets around the COcommunity11unity ., That first night.,
everyone into Grayling found someone with aa-

TV
a-

TVTV and settled down for a night of enter-
tainment

enter-
tainment

enterenter-¬-
tainment . ,

Now ,. Grayling not only boasts runningrunning-
water

running-
waterwater ,. electricity and sewage in everyever-
yhomebut

ever-
yhomebuthomehome-buthomebut--but also television.. EtherEither we'veweve' comeCOcome-

a
1919-

aa long wayway-orwayor--or we'veweve' gone a long wayway-
only

way-
only

way-way-
only time will tell .,

Henry Deacon got the TV ball rollingrolling-

inin February 1979 , when,, at the insistenceinsistence-
ofof Grayling residents , he contacted StateState-
Senator

State-
SenatorSenator John Sackett in Juneau.. SenatorSenator-
Sackett

Senator-
SackettSackett propromised1ised to help . He did.. He introintro-intro-
duced

intro-
duced

-¬

ducedaduced a special bill requesting televisiontelevision-
services

television-
servicesservices for Grayling .. The bill was approved..

Henry Deacon in August 1979 , visitedvisited-
the

visited-
thethe offices of SenSan Stevens and requestedrequested-
anan FCC license for Grayling .. MeMembersbers of thethe-

Grayling
the-

GraylingGrayling City Council., led by City councilcouncil-
secretary

council-
secretarysecretary , Tom Leffew , were untiring in theirtheir-

efforts
their-

effortsefforts to bring in television,, making count-
less

count-
less

countcount-¬-
less calls and writing letters to state andand-
local

and-
locallocal officials .

On December 6th , the FCC licenselicens waswas-
finally

was-
finallyfinally approved., two days after the tragictragic-
death

tragic-
deathdeath of Tom Leffew in a plane crash .

Sometimes it'sits' so80 easy to enjoy the bene-

fits
benebene--bene-

fits
¬-

fits without remerememberingbering the effort andand-
frustration

and-
frustrationfrustration involved in the obtaimnent-
but

obtainment-
but

obtainmentobtaimnent-obtaimnentobtainment--
but GraylingGraylingwillwill remember .


