
Other Voices -
VillVillersVillagersers can handlehandle-

theirtheir problemsproblemsFr-

omFrom the Da3yDaily News-MinerNewsMinerNewsMiner-

It

-
It seems hard to imagine that the Pennsylvania researchers hired byby-

the
by-

thethe North Slope BBoroughBrougbrougb could overstate the alcohol problem inin-

Alaska's
in-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' rural communities , but they diddid-anddidand-and the way they hand-

led

handhand-¬.-

led it was a disservicedlSSCrYlce to all Alaskan Natives .

'The" " " message 'from "the' peopleople of Barrow is that they realize alcoholalcohol-

abuse
alcohol-

abuse
alcohol-

unityabuse IS a problem 10in their communityunity and they are workingworldng on ththethe-
problem

the-
problemproblem very hard We agree ..t's.tstsit'sits' best handled by the people ofof-
Barrow

of-
BarrowBarrow themselves ., and they deserve all the helphelptheythey can get .

BuiBut sloppy ""scientificscientific research " doesn'tdoesnt' help those efforts . The nextnext-
o

next-
time

next-
timetime Barrow tnestries too attract an in-

of
in\inmvestmentinvestment\ or sellsellmunicipalmunicipal bondsbonds-

for
bonds-

forfor the landkind of community improvements that ican offset the effectseffects-
of

effects-
ofof alcohohsmalcoholismm their new reputation asIS being a town full of drunksdrunks-
won't

drunks-
won't

.

won- 'two- ntwon- 'two- ntwon- 'two- nt'' help them in the financial communitycommumty .

One step that will helphelpallall rural communitiescommumtles likehke Barrow is the bellbell-
passed

bell-
passedpassed recently by the slatesatestate! Senate providngprovldng sufferstiffer penalties forfor-
bootlegging

for-
bootleggingbootlegging The brllbill ,. SB 365 ,. was introducedmtroduced by Sen . Frank Fer-
guson

FerFer-¬.-
guson of Kotzebue (Itt wouldwouldmakemake bootleggingbootleggmg a felony except forfor-
first

for-
fmtfirstfmt offense which would be a misdemeanor punishablepumshable by up toto-
a

to-
aa vearyear in10 (jaillallail and a $S5.000S5000S5OOO$5,0005000., fine It would also be a felony to makemake-
an

make-
anyanany> sale or ""exchangeexchange" of liquorhquor to a minormmor , and convictions wouldwould-
hung

would-
nnnghnngnnnghung up to10 five years in )!jailaail and sa $$30,00030000S30.000S30000,. finefine-

The

fine-

TheThe bill may get eevenseven tougher when it'sits' considered in the HouseHouse-
Rep

House-
RepRep Nels Anderson of DillmghamDllhnghamDillingham said he wwill l push amendmentsamendments-
toloto require for forfeiture of airplanes andandotherother vehicles usedl1Sed by

.bybootleggersbootleggers
bootleggersSucVibootleggersSuch

SueSucViSuch), legislation isu needed to put more teeth into the laws protectingprotectmgprotecting-
communities

protectmg-
communitiescommunities that volevote themselves ""drydry " but findfmd they ststilll can'tcantcan't-
keep

can't-
keep

'
keep booze away CombinedCombmed with more work on the ""demanddemand "
side of the problem , people in10 communitiescommunilies likehke Barrow may somesome-
day

some-
daytheydecidedday hear quite different storiesstones about what they did after they
decided to fight alcoholismalcohohsm themselves


