
Part Two : -

r Barrow recognizeses alcohol problem l
BvBy WILLIAM DiBAYDuBAYDiBAY-

The

DuBA-

YTheThe Interpretation of the DataData-

The

Data-

TheThe Center for ResearchResearch-
onon the Acts of Man was en-
gaged

enen--en-
gaged

¬-
gaged ""toto analyze social andand-
cultural

and-
culturalcultural relationships amongamong-
the

among-
thethe population of Barrow ,.
AlaskaAlaska.i-

n

Alaskai-
n

,. ..- hi
h-iin light of wider socie-

tal
sociesocie-socie-

taL
-¬-

taltaL, economiceconomic and governmentalgovernmental-
organizations

governmental-
organizationsorganizations of Alaska ,.:"' givinggivin-
gparticular

givin-
gparticularparticular attention to ""thethe dis-

tribution
disdis--dis-

tribution
¬-

tribution ,. consumption., andand-

abuse
and-

abuseabuse of alcohol in and aroundaround-
this

around-
thisthis community ." The validityvalidity-
ofof the interpretations ,. of course ,

depends much .nhDl.6n6n the vailidityvalidityvailidity-
of

validity-
ofof the originalorigin11l research dede-
scribed

de-dee-e-e-
scribed

¬-

scribed above .

Much-ofMuchofMuch.ofMuchof-. the report is givengiven-
to

given-
toto a description and analysisanalysISanalysIS-
ofof the effectiveness of the deten-

tion
detendeten-deten-

tion
-¬-

tion program andandoffeandoffersoffeoffers sug-
gestions

sug-
gestions

sugsug-¬-
gestions for its improvements .

Several other chapters are-
given

are-
given

are
given to an analysis of the alal-

cohol
al-

cohol
al-al¬-

cohol problem and its relation-
ship

relation-
ship

relationrelation- ¬-

ship to factors of rapid socialsocial-
change

social-
changechange that has accompaniedaccompanied-
thethe industrialization of the North .

Making referencedreference'toreferenceto' other rele-

vant
relerele-rele-

vant
-¬-

vant literature and their ownown-
findings

own-
fmd.ingsfindingsfmd.ingsfmdings.,. the authors presentpresent-
the

present-
thethe position that today'stodays' alcoalco-alco-
hol

alco-
hol

-¬

hol problem is a direct resultresult-
of

result-
ofof the new social bureaucraticbureaucratic-
stratification

bureaucratic-
stratificationstratification of their societysociety-
that

society-
thatthat hasbas been caused by ouoil

and gas development on thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope .

The authors attempt toto-

blame
to-

blameblame the drinking problem onon-

the
on-

thethe creation of a ''newnew local .-
bureaucracy in the oUfunded-
organizations

oil-fundedoilfundedoU-fundedoUoilfunded-
organizations

--
--organizations-organizations such as thetb.etbe. NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope BBoroughrougb. and Arctic SlopeSlope-
Regional

Slope-
RegionalRegional Corporation . TheyThey-
theorize

They-
theorizetheorize that the lack ''-of

o-f'- of
o-f'- of
o-f exex-

perience
ex-

perience
ex-ex¬-

perience in dealing with thesethese-
bureaucraci

these-
bureaucracies

-
bureaucraciesbureaucracis causescausescauses-anomiecausesanomiecausesanomieonomieanomie .,

a sense of helplessness whichwhich-
leads

which-
leadsleads some1Iome to alcohol as aa-

"remedy
a-

"remedy""remedyremedy .,"" This oversimplifiedoversimplified-
andand undocumentedundocumentedviewview of thethe-
social

the-
socialsocial processes in Barrow igig-

nores
ig-

nores
ig-ig¬-

nores tiiethe fact that these locallocal-

organizations
local-

organizationsorganizations offer not only thethe-
only

the-
onlyonly political ""handlehandle"bandlebandle " bybywhichwhichwhich-

the
which-

thethe Inupiat can control theirtheir-
destiny

their-
destinydestiny ,. but are the mainmain.sourcesmainsourcesmain.sources-
of

sources.sources-
ofof jobs andandservicesservices that werewere-
entirely

were-
entirelyentirely absent before the ad-
jvent

ad-adad-

vent
ad-

vent
-

-jvent-ventvent of the oil industry . In otherother-
words

other-
wordswords ,. the growth of the insti-

tutions
insti-

tutions
instiinsti-¬-

tutions the authors have chosenchosen-

to
chosen-

toto attack maymay be ., in fact ,. thethe-

very
the-

veryvery forces which have preven-
ted

preven-
ted

prevenpreven- ¬-

ted a breakdown of the tradi-
tional

tradi-
tional

traditradi-¬-
tional social values in the faceface-

of
face-

ofofofrapidrapid socialsocialchangechange.. TheThe-

statement
The-

statementstatement that the problem ofof-

heavy
of-

heavyheavy drinkingdrinltinginin-Barrow-beganBarrowbeganBarrow-bega.nBarrowbega.nbega.nBarrowbega.n-
in

Barrowbegan-
in

- .
in 1973 (pageage 25)25) with thethe-

opening
the-

openingopening ofor the liquor store isis-

based
is-

basedbased on very weak data .

A Community BetrayedBetrayed-

The

Betrayed-

TheThe residents of BarrowBarrow-
were

Barrow-
werewere most offended that thethe-
researchresearch'esearcbesearcb' group ,. basing their can-
clusions

c0n-
clusions

conc0n-c0ncan-can-¬-
clusions on the samplings de-
scribed

dede--de-
scribed

¬-

scribed above , would presumepresume-
toto hold a major press confer-
ence

conferconfer- ¬-.
ence in New York to publiclypublicly-
characterize

publicly-
characterizecharacterize Barrow as anan-
"alcoholic

an-
"alcoholic""alcoholicalcoholic society " that isis-

rapidly
is-

rapidlyrapidly disintegrating and inin-

danger
in-

dangerdanger ofofextinctionextinction due to tistis-
social

tis-
socialsocial organizationorganization-evenorganizationeven--even be-

fore
bebe->-¬-

fore the report document waswas-
presented

was-
presentedpresented to the fundingfundinga-
gencies

fundinga-
genciesagencies . The day after the presspress-
conference

press-
conferenceconference ,. a 58-page58page5t3page- e synopsizedsynopsized-
version

synopsized-
versionversion of the larger reportreport-
was

report-
waswas widely distributed in Bar-
row

Bar-
row

BarBar-¬-

row ,. describeddescnbeddescnbedasas ""AA FinalFinal-
Report

Final-
ReportReport on Alcohol Use in Bar-
row

Bar-
row

BarBar-¬-
row . " The larger ,. 309-page309page-- ,.

report was widely distributeddistributed-
among

distributed-
amongamong-among- state offices but not toto-

Borough
to-

BoroughBorough officials or others inin-

the
in-

thethe community .

There is no question thatthat-
the

that-
thethe people of Barrow knowknow-
they

know-
theythey are faced with a severesevere-
alcohol

severe-
alcoholalcohol problem and the 'im-

pact
t'tn-

pact
im-imt'tn-t'tnttnm-

ipact
mi-mi-

pact ofofrapidrapidrapidsocialsocialsocialchangechange .

And theytheyrecognizerecognize the rightright-
and

right-
andand responsibilityresponsibility-ofof--of research-
ers

research-
ers

researchresearch-¬-
ers to publicize their findings .

But the communrycommunty also knowsmowsknows-
they

mows-
theythey have a right to fairness ,.
competence in research tools

and techniques ,. sensitivity toto-

cultural
to-

culturalcultural differencesdiffeiences ,. recognitionrecognition-
ofof socialsocialstrengthsstrengths and accom-
plishments

accomccom-ccomaccom-accomccom-
plishments

-¬-
plishments of the community .

Otherwise,. the very purposes
forpurposesforwhich the researchresearchwaswaswas-
insbtutedsolving

was-
institutedsolvinginstitutedinsbtuted-solvinginsbtutedsolvinginstituted-solvinginstituted-solving '.'thethe.the prob-
lems

probprob-probl-
ems

-¬-
lems of alcohol abuseabuse-willabusewill--will bebe-

undermined
be-

underminedundermined .
., This reportreport-andreportand-and the sen-

sational
sen-

sational
sensen-¬-

sational publicity promoted byby-

its
by-

itsits authorsauthors-isauthorsis-is only the mostmost-
recent

most-
recentrecent example of the colonialcolonial-
uses

colonial-
usesuses of science in the North .

Almost without exception in thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic ,. scientific research hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen used to deny the people ofof-

the
of-

thethe North the benefits theythey-
enjoy

they-
enjoyenjoy : their resources ,. culture ,.

heritage ,. wildlife , and now theirtheir-
political

their-
politicalpolitical and economic organi-
zation

organi-
zation

organiorgani- ¬-

zation .

Through their organiza-
tions

organiza-
tions

organizaorganiza-¬-
tions ,. the Inupiatlnupiat in particularparticular-
have

particular-
havehave called for the cooperationcooperation-
ofof science in the developmentdevelopment-
ofof their community as wellwellasasas-

of
as-

ofof their resources . But they havehave-
also

have-
alsoalso pointed out the colonhi1-
fram

colonialcolonhi1colontalcolontal-
fromframfrom or in whichwhichsciencesciencescience-
has

science-
hashas alwaalwealways beenbeencarriedcarriedcarriedoutout inin-

the
in-

thethe ArctiArctis , If science in thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic is to be objective andand-

creative
and-

creativecreative ,. iiLismot' otof to be carriedcarried-
out

carried-
outout againstogainsagains the Eskimos or fortorfor-
them

tor-
themthem ,. but with them . The peoplepeople-
of

people-
ofof the North Slope hve yet toto-

see
to-

seesee thatthat gccur9Ccur .


