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Robert Ivan prepares to unhitch his dogs.

Portrait of a dog musher from Akiak

By BILL HESS
Tundra Times

It is midaftemoon in Akiak;
very quiet, very still. The tem-
perature rests ot a few degrees
below zero and the bare bran-
ches of many birch trees create
a pattern of dark “lace across
the face of the falling sun,

Somewhere out on the edge
of the village, a single dog
suddenly lets out with a shrill
yelp; another takes the cue and
adds his voice. Then just about
every dog in Akiak joins in
and the stiliness, the quetness,

gone, replaced
instead by the barking

and howling recogaized by the
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cut through the. com-
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they get sore foot.”

Ivan has a total of nearly 40
dogs. “The first run will be
less than & mile,” Ivan says of
the break-n process. “The next
day, a little more. Then: I let

mile. Then, after
stretched, maybe a mile and a
half. | keep building them till
they reach 5 miles, then 15;
then I'll go back to 10. Back
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way. Sometimes with snow-
shoes.

“Right now, the trail is
pretty good. You don't have to
break it new all the way. It
is really good.”

Like many racers, [van first
learmed to handle dogs when he
was a young boy working trap-
lines with his father. They
would take 50-mile trips into
the mountain by dog teamn and
stay for three to four weeks
at & time, Ivan used to watch
the sled dog races and finally
decided to try it out himself.

“I like racing. Because there's
money in it. 1t's lots of fun to
race, to try and beat the other
guy. | mn my dogs just about
every day, It keeps you healthy
to work all the time. It keeps
you youmger, more in shape.
You never get tired.”

one_~of the
younger dogs when he tried
to step out of his hamess too
soon, * “She wasn't fighting.
She was just teaching him,”
Ivan explains.

Still. not all the dogs which
he acquires can count on hav-
ing @ permanent home with
ivan. “l' keep the ones that
wiht to ruh, to work hacd. |

like 0 keep the h'luy
dogs.”

Ivan is car:ful about which
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dogs he breeds, and he is care-
ful asbout who his dogs go to
when he is ready to let them
go. “I don't want to sell my
dogs when somebody may not
take good care of them. I'l
give a dog to someone who |
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know is going to take care of
it, but [ won't sell 1o someone
who won't.”

Ivan has several nephews,
some of whom show interest
in running dogs themselves

(Continued on Page Twelve)

Ivan after making a run inte the count ryside near Akiak.
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Akiak musher is happy

(Continued from Page Three)  good dog musher. I'd like to
“It makes me happy, because help him race someday. 1'd
they're going 1o race after  learn him what | know.

me. mayhe when I'm old “OF course,” Tvan adds with
They'll take over. . . You a laugh, “he might think he's
C kmow that lellow, David Ivan”  smarter thas me. but U el
| He louks like he's going to be @ him off""




