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Robert Ivan prepares toto Unhitch his.dogs.hisdogs.hisdogshis. dogs.dogs. ' PHOTOS BY BILL HESS
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It is mklafterrioonmidafterfoon into AkiakAklak ;

very quiet , veiyvery stilLstill.. The tern.terntam.tam.
pcritureperature restrests at a fewtow'tow

'degreedegrees
below zero.indzeroindzemand.,

the bare bran-branbran..-
cheches of lnanymany birch trees create
a patternpattern'' of,"darklacedarklace

" darklace , acrossacross

the face of the falling Kin.Kinson.son.
Somewhere out on the edge

,of the village , ,,.-aa. a single dog
'suddenlysuddenly' lets out with ta shrillthrill
gelpyelp ; another takesbakes the cuecut and ,

'addsadds' his voice.voice. Then Just about
.everyevery.
,very'very' dog in , AkiakAk* jobs.jobsjoins., in
andfind the stillness ,,' the quetness ,

1sIs completely
,
go"negoneone

" ;, . replaced
Insteadinstead bytheby

t
the yelpingy.ryr. ,g, birkingbarking

*
and howlinghdw4rg iecoipfcedrpcoji e by the

t* AlaAAlaskanrietari a1; a symphony ,.totw-
.

w
. W.bnceWbncezA11,4izA114i, .bn6e"4.bn6e4bn6e4.

", tbe" t.t,.Aktekp"p".
'togatoga'floge who'arewhoarewho"aro'iwhoaroi"' 'BotWtIng ap
pcirononeofthettOipear on one of the wh1ebid)

,.cutcut.cut through thetheY1t? , pic corn'corncom'dcomd'
j'munltyjmunlty,,-- 'muiuty.m- uiuty.'-muiuty.m- uiuty- '' ., ninningrunning jasc.jasctet.tet. Beh.indBehindllbhtnd.

,,'themthemsirens'
; eUdesglides i'iit'it'

' *Y-

'
Y 4"3 ,. and Uiethe ,

.4iausher4iausher. (BuKier on 'ltlt'
(t , shootspaot(hoots .partpart., tiiA

Ca Murblur ,
ThiThis is Robert twi.twiIvan ., uand he'heho '

Ts
,
doing what many AlflekansAlaskans ,

'bothboth' 'famousfamous
'
famous and unknownurdcnown ,

4tq
. , doing .thisthis., timetimeof, of year;,
getting a team ofbfdogs reidyready ioIto

'- yace)rue, Although [;the'the
'

leader of
1 this , team ,is an eight-year-oldeightyearoldeight-yeareightyear-

'-
has

h-as
-
'
ald

bitchbltcli calledcalled Orange;, who has
{

'JninJnin' n many'many' races,,, thethq rest arcaia
i

'
0"0qung""? dogs who have.have . yet to

face)face their firstgrst competition.competition.',
',

j "TheThe'The"' besbest thing\'forthing'forforthing"forthingfor\"'
me Isis'is'

itoto start roy'dogsroydogsmy', dogs when they
j 'areare' aa-a- yearear pid/pid914 /,*' Ivan saysays
i after4fler unhitchingpnhitching his dogs and

1

.
'
. fchalnljteha themtheist , back '

too theKtheir

ppstsposts'posts' TTheit"T'hi'nkThink" ' ' they ':.won'.wonwon.won'twont' , 0broke.broke. 'They'They, won'twont' get'get'

sore,
r i1 foot, 'Start'Start'

,

' tfiemthem too'too'youhgtooyouhg' '-youhg
y-

ouhg'
,

; 9

,

they'gettheygetthey' get sowvote Footfoot-foot,*"' '':.y-
IIvanvan has a total of nearly 4040'40'

dogdogs.dogs.
} The"The" nrst.iuriyfllnrstiuriyfllfirst ., ruri , will be

lessleas thanthan"
" s milemile ," IvaiiNazi sayssays of

the break-InbreakInbreakdn- process.processrecess.recess. "TheThe"" next

da/daday"day/," a littlelittle.more.more.more. more.lTherkImorelTherkI. Then/1Then1/ letlet'let'

them get rested out , sometimesomgtimes

a , day.day. Then.Then. nTtiin'themnTtiinthemI'UIU' drain ' them a
milemile.,. Then , after ,

,
they'retheyre'

stretched , maybe a milerrirle andand a
half.half. II keep building them; till
they reach 5S milesmresi, thentifa 15IS ; .

, then 111I71'go'I71go' go
'
backbuk'tobukto;

'
to 10.-Back10.Back10.10Back10.10.- Back

and fort3h.fort3hfo'r1h.for1h.for1h
'

. Pretty , soon.'they'v-
e

soon.theyv-
e

soontheyv-
efoon . tkey"vjtkeyvj
' '"

gotgoE mincles.minclesmuacles.muacles . . TheyW'TW'ref4rong.TWref4rong.TWref4rong' ' rong.rong.
Then Ill{ 11 Metake, , them ;;furthcr.furthcrfurther.further..
1I never count ' 'exactly"exactly'exactly ," , butbu( I'I'

take themWend to-
.t-o. thehfllsyrherethe, fill! , ;;vhere ,

they can climbclimb up anddownand own ,"** '
,

,a.an . Ivan"'feeds'hhIvanfeedshh146"146""
,

5'feeds '
,his dopdoy.yhUe-doy.yhUe1hlte.1hlte. -.

N1fhhreoknonIuah,, , sabaoa,; . , Imh andw ptherother
fiA"fiAfish";, Mostmost 6fdf

'
whichwhIchle'whIchleh

'
catches

.himself.himself.himselfhlmxlY.hlmxlY., . .,

IvanIvanr, whowoo is not quiteiqulte SO'SO50',Is1s i'i' veteranvete*, oof{ many races.races. HeHi
; has competed'competed' jn'jn

,
ln' every An1An:

.choragechoragechorsge., Fur'FurFur"'" Rendezvous since
19731973.ixcept1973ixcept,

. except for one.one. Helie at:

wayswsyi runruns in the Akiak .racesraces., races'races'.,
and tries to take in a'aa' few

otherothersprint, sprint racesfaces as'asart
'

wellwell.well,. IvanIvan' '

has mnrun the Iditarod twicetwice ,
M'Including I, the ,firstfast race ever- 'eve-
r

;

back in'1973in1973ill'ill' 1973 ,!
'HeHe', hasha; come In 16th , , for

prize 'moneymoney'
money of $750750$750.750.$ ,. At-At;,-

though he isis'notisnot' not planning toto
race in , any upcomingupcomin4 Idtt-Idtt1d1t.1d1t-.,

arods , he would consider1consider'consider' it if
he had at1 sponsorsponsor , " 1973 wainwas
the roughestrodghest"rodghest,"** lvaiIvarr says of thethe,,

Iditarod , ""youyou" cancart vSask'ask' Joe'Joe'
.,

RcddingtonReddington or any of thoserthose"those"

guys.guys. TheyTlThey7lltU,; ?tlI you-'thc'sameyou-thcsameyou 'the'same.thesame.thesame' .,

story , TieThe( laitarodIditarod1; trafltar1 hadhadi(
never

,

been used in aa Jonglong time.timelime.lime. ;
WWe had to'toto'

breakbleak trail :; ali811 thethe''

way , Sometimes
"

with snow.snowsnore.snore.
shoes.shoes. \ '*

"RightRight"
, ,

now.now., the trail 'IsIs'

'prettypretty' good.good. You don'tdont' have to
breakbreak'' , it ,, new all the way.way. It
is really good ,"

Like many racers , Ivan first
learned to handle dogs when he
wuwas a young boy working trap-traptrap.-.

lines with his father.father. They
would tikelake 50-mile50mile- trips into
the mountain by dog team and

staystay for'for' three to four weeks
at a time.time. Ivan{van used to watch
'thethe' the sled dog races and finally
decided toto'to' try it out himself.himself.

"II" like racing.racing. Because there'stheres'
money in it.it. It'sIts' lots of fun to
race , to try and beat the other
guy.guy. I'runIrunF'run mymy'dogsmydogs'dogs Just about
every day , It keeps you healthy
to work allaU the time.time. It keeps
you younger , more in shape.shape.,

You ncvernever getet tired.tired.""
Ivan enjoysenjoys 'hishis"his'" I dogs , "II"

talk to my puppapa., 1I give them
names.names. I take'take' good

'
, care of

them ; water-water'water-'water' - them andartd'cookartdcook',cook ,

forfor''thern.forthern.forthern'
' them.them. They never fight.fight.,

'II'I never hit them.them. They bec&mebecmebecome'become& '

soto thatthat'that' they understand 'thethe'the
language when I talk to them"themthem ,"
Earlier , ;' the bitch hadhadtaken, taken a'a'

i snap at one , -'of'ofof--TofTof- ' the
younger,, dogs when he tried ,

to, step outout ofbf his Hamess'iooHamessiooTarnesa'ldoTarnesaldo'
soon.soon. r'r' 1'1'

."SheShe" he wasn'twasnt' fighting.fighting.

,She waswas just teaching him ,".
Ivan explains ,

Still , not all the dogdogs$ whichwhich

he acquires can count on havhay-hay-.
ing a permanentpermanent home with

Ivan.Ivan.,
*'T1'1' keep the.thethq

.
., onesones. ,. that ,

,wwa*it! to runruh'ruh,' to work'work' hard.hard. I2da 1** like-tQliketQlike-like- :
,tQ keepbeep -thtlazthtlaz- the azi$

-dogs.dogs.dogs.:"*

-,

IvaA(van is earful'aboutearfulaboutcar,, j'ul'aboutjulabout' ' whichwlticll

*

.ww.

i

dogsdog he breeds , uadand hhe is cue"cuetare ", ',

Ailful about ,, who hishis dogdogs go to
11w1whenwhen he 'isis' ready to let them

go.go. "II" don'tdont' want totar sell my
dogs when somebody may not
take good care of them.them. Ill171

give a dog to tomeonesomeone who I

know is going to"toto" take care of
it, but I won'twont' fedsell to someone
who won't.wont.wont' .

"
Ivan has several nephews.nephews.,

some of whom showstow interest
in dinningrunning dogs themselves
(Continued on PagePages Twelve)



Akiak musher is happy
(Continued from Page Three )

"ItIt" makes me happy , because
they'retheyre' going to race after
me.meme ., maybe when I'mIm' old.old.

They'llTheyll' take over.over. . . . You
know that fellow , David lvan'lvanIvan'i'
Helie looks like he'shes' going to be a

%goodood dog musher.musher. I'dId1'd1d' like to
1

help him raceace someday.someday . I'dId'
learn him wliatw at I know.know.

"OfOf" cour iee ,;" Ivan addadds with
a laugh , "hihi"hh" ; might think he'shes'
smarter thantha me , but I'llIll' tell
him off ! "
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