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ANMC REFUTES IUD CHARGES
ChiefChiefofof Native AffairsAffairs-

Denies

Affairs-

DeniesDenies ImplantationImplantatiImplantatinn ofof-

Birth
of-

BirthBirth Control DevicesDevicesB-
yBy JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Jerry

Writer-

JerryJerry Ivey , ChiefChiefofof Native Affairs for the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Medical Center in Anchorage , refutedrefutedchargescharges thatthat-
IUD's

that-
IUD'slUD'slUDsIUD'sIUDs' ((Intrauterine devices for birth control ) have beenbeen-

implanted
been-

implantedimplanted in native women withoutWJthout their knowledge oror-

con
or-

consentconsentcon Cnt'> .
.

Ivey saidJldIIsaiditJld ilIIit wasw J "- impossiblei- mpossible"m1posm1pos"- impossiblei- mpossible"i-

mpossiblethat" lblelble-

thJtthaithJtthat ilIt could lijvehJvehave happenedhJppened .

Therer[ here are regularregulJr procedures lorforfor-

thJt
for-

thatthatthJt sort of thingtlung Women areMeMe-

counseled
are-

counseledcounseled , thevtheythe .
, see,ee a socialMlclalMlcla-

lI.orker
social-

workerworkerI.orkerIorker'. ( who is) anJIl AmericanArneflCJIlArneflCJI-
lIndian

American-
IndianIndian ) andJnd they go through aJJ-

complete
a-

completecomplete process beforehelore birthbirth-

control
birth-

controlcontrol devices are implanted .
.""

IveyIvev said' , lid staff$ tJff doctorsdoctor at the
Center'enteente('( '-

enter
e- nter' ; were indignantmdlgnJllt atJt chargescharges-

that
charges-

thatthat medicalmedicalexperimentatIOnexperimentationexperimentatIO-
nhJ

experimentation-
hadhadhJ been conductedcnruJucled on nativenJtlvenJtlve-

pJtlents
native-

patientspatientspJtlents
patients"ThepJtlents"The

"TheThe" PublicPublll Health Service isI-
Sone

is-

oneone of the most conservativeconservative-
groups

conservative-
groupsgroups inIII this country ," he addadd-add-

ed
add-

ed
¬-

ed 'TheyThey"They'" are not inclinedinclllled toto-

be
to-

bebe experimentalexpenmental We have somesome-

very
some-

veryvery highhIghcahbrehighcalibrecalibrecahbre physicians onon-

our
on-

ourour staffstaffandand they come herehere-

because
here-

becausebecause they want to work withwith-

natIve
with-

nativenative people "

"IfIf"" there are problems andand-
legitimate

and-
legitimatelegitimate gripesgnpes ,

" said Ivey ,

let'slets' bringbrmg them out "

But he emphasizedemphaslled that it isJis-

necessarynecessarynece sary to "ferretferret" out factsfactfacts-
fromIromfrom fantasy "

IrresponsibleI rre ponslble charges andJndJnd-

sensJtlOnal
and-

sensationalsensationalsensJtlOnal press coverage , saidSJldSJld-

demorallLlng
said-

demoralizingdemoralizingdemorallLlng to the staffstaffatat thethe-
hospital

the-
hospitalhospital .

"MyMy" concern isI thattlut wewe'r-
e

wer-
e

we'regOJJJ-

g

we'r-
e

wer-
e

we'regoin-

g' re
goinggOJJJg to1t1 be losinglosmglosmgsomelosingsonicsomesonic of ourour-

top
our-

toptop career people here .
"

Ivey saidSJld that to his knowknow-know-

ledge
know-

ledge
¬-

ledge there was no such thingtungtun-
gJ

thing-

as
!

asJ anall AlaskaAla ka Native MedicalMedical-

CenterCenter( '-

enter
e- nter' SurvivorsSUrvIVor Committee ,

andJnd hospitalhosplthospitalofficialsJIJIofofficialsof f.clalsfclals. areJre notnot-

meeting
not-

meetingmeeting withwithsuchsuchsuchaa committeecommilleecommittee-
"When

commillee-
"When

committee-
"When"WhenWhen" the Violet ArrowArrow-

deJth
Arrow-

deathdeathdeJth first happenedhJppened ,. there waswas-

aa great dealdeJIdeJIofdealofolof emotionemollon andand-

there
and-

therethere was a meetingmeetmg , in1/11/ fact ,

there were two meetingsmeet1llg inHJ thethe-

samesameame day . Someone stuck thatthat-

name
that-

namename on those meetings , andand-

that's
and-

that'sthat'sthats'' what hitl1\tl1t\ the papers andand-
1100ded

and-
floodedflooded1100ded the news .

"
AAconcernedconcernedconcernedandand responsibleresponsible-

commIttee
responsible-

committeecommittee that is meetingmeetlllg withwith-

Continued
with-

Continued
with-

Continued( Continued on page 4)4)



ANMC Official . . .
( Continued from page 1)1)

ANMC officials is called thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Ad Hocfloc HealthHealth-

Committee
Health-

CommitteeCommittee . Headlead![ of the AdAd-

IIoc
Ad-

ilocHocIIociloc committee is Mike Harper ,
RurAL CAP , Brenda Itta , newlynewly-

appointed
newly-

appointedappointed AFN Health advisor ,

and Carl Jack , director of thethe-

IIealthnte
the-

IlealthriteHealthnteIIealthnteIlealthrite Program .

Ivey called the Ad HoclIocfloclIoc-

group
floc-

groupgroup a "positivelypositively" orientedoriented-
group

oriented-
groupgroup . " HoweverlIowever , helie addedadded-

that
added-

thatthat ANMC also works veryvery-

closely
very-

closelycloselycloselywIthwith the Alaska NativeNatIve-

Ilealth
Native-

IlealthHealthIlealth Board , whichwhichonlyonly rere-rere-

cently
re-

cently
¬-

cently reorganized to conformconform-
toto the twelve region concept

.
ofof-

the
of-

thethe Land Claims Act..

"WeWe" look to them for ofof-of-

ficial
of-

ficial
¬-

ficial direction ,
':". ' he stated . "WeWe"We-

can't
"We-

can't

"
can'tcant' listen to fifty differentdifferent-
voices

different-
voicesvoices .

"

Brenda Itta confirmed thatthat-

the
that-

thethe Alaska Native Ad HocfloeHoc-

Committee
floe-

CommitteeCommittee was formed to looklook-

into
look-

intointo the deathdeathofof Violet Arrow .

"WeWe" were given specific inin-inin-

structions
¬.-

structions to look into the

treatment and policies onon-

alcoholIsm
on-

alcoholismalcoholism ," said Ms IttaIIta , butbut-

she
but-

sheshe added , "ItIt"ItIS" is evolvingevolvmg intomtomto-

something
into-

somethingsomething bigger than that.. "
The Ad Hoc Health ComCom-Com-

mittee
Com-

mittee
¬-

mittee was reviewing the PatientPatIent-
Bill

Patient-
BillBill of Rights , a unique paperpaper-

developed
paper-

developeddeveloped by the AmericanAmerican-
Medical

American-
MedicalMedical Association andandrevisedrevisedrevised-

by
revised-

byby the Public Health Service .

Ivey said the ANMCANMCISis thethe-

only
the-

onlyonly hospital inm the state thatthat-

even
that-

eveneven has a Patient BillBillofofof-

Rights
of-

RightsRights .

"ThereThere" is a section in it onon-

expeTlmentation
on-

experimentationexperimentationexpeTlmentation , NOT to allowallow-

experimentation
allow-

experimentationexperimentation , " said Ivey .

IttaIIta did not see the Ad HoclineHoc-

committee
line-

committeecommittee as a permanent oneone-
but

one-
butbut one that is acting inm thethe-
in

the-
interiminterimin terim period .

"II" know there are many , '

many things that are dehumanizdehumaniz-dehumaniz-
ing

dehumaniz-
ing

¬--

ing to the patient ," shesite said ,

"andand" that'sthats' what our committeecommittee-
isis working on .

"


