
Stamp Amendment-AmendmentAmendmentIAmendmentU-
se

-
.

I

Use Food Stamps for Ammunition
Senator Ted Stevens hashas-

written
has-

writtenwritten a letter to Senator CarlCarl-
Curtis

Carl-
CurtisCurtis , chairman of the SenateSenate-
Agriculture

Senate-
AgricultureAgriculture Committee , urgingurging-
the

urging-
thethe committee to adopt hishis-

amendment
his-

amendmentamendmentStampActto the Food Stamp
Act of 1964 .

Wednesday the CbmmitteeCommitteeCbmmittee-
turned

Committee-
turnedturned down the amendment onon-

the
on-

thethe opposition of pro-gunprogun- concon-con-
trol

¬.-
trol Senators .

Basically , Stevens ' amendatnend-atnendamend-atnend-
ment

amend-
ment

¬-

ment would allow Alaskan NaNa-NaNa-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives ,. or those who have adoptedadopted-
the

adopted-
thethe Native subsistancesubslstance way ofof-

Me
of-

lifelifeMe , to purchase ammunitionammunition-
with

ammunition-
withwith foodfoodstampsstamps and ease thethe-

i

the-

requirements
the-

requirementsi requirements for eligibility toto-
I

to-

allow
to-

allowI allow more persons to purchasepurchase-
the

purchase-
thethe stamps .

Stevens introducedmtroduced similarsimilar-
amendments

similar-
amendmentsamendments in both the 91st9191st-
and

stst-

andand the 92nd Congress .

The Department of AgriculAgricul-Agricul-
ture

Agricul-
ture

¬-

ture hadhadopposedopposed the purchasepurchase-
ofofof"nonfood"non-food"nonnonfood" - items suchsuchasasas-

ammumtlon
as-

ammunitionammunitionammumtlon " with foodfoodstampsstamps .

In answering this argument ,
Stevens stated in his letter thatthat-

"Residents
that-

"Residents"ResidentsResidents" ofofcoastalcoastal and ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska have a physiological ,

psychological andandculturalcultural dede-dede-

pendence
de-

pendence
¬-

pendence on locallocalanimalsanimals forfor-

subsistance
for-

subsistancesubsistance . . . they wastewaste-

nothing
waste-

nothingnothing ..
"

'TheThe1'he1he"The'"' harsh environment , subsub-sub-

sistance
sub-

sistance
¬-

sistance economy and culturalcultural-
background

cultural-
backgroundbackgroundbackgroundrequirerequire the utilizatutilizat-utilizat-
ion

¬.-

ion of every scrap ofofanimalanimalanimal-

hide
animal-

hidehide , meat , bone andandsinewsinew ,"
the Senator continued .

"AlaskanAlaskan" Natives cannot buybuy-
this

buy-
thisthis meat... The stores are smallsmall-
and

small-

andandandstockstock only a few items .

Beef , pork andandchickenchicken are alal-alal-

most
al-

most
¬-

most never available , and whenwhen-

they
when-

theythey are they are prohibitivelyprohibitively-
expensive

prohibitively-
expensiveexpensive . "

Stevens emphasized , "IfIf" ourour-

purpose
our-

purposepurpose is to give poor AlaskansAlaskans-
food

Alaskans-
foodfood with the food stamps , thethe-

be
the-

bestbestbe t way we\< e can do this is toto-

permit
to-

permitpermit them to buy ammunitionammunition-
with

ammunition-
withwith foodfoodstampsstamps so they cancan-

hunt
can-

hunthunt for subsistance .
"

Stevens reminded the comcom-com-
mittee

¬.-

mittee that during hearings onon-

the
on-

thethe Marine Mammals Protection

Act specialspecialconsideratispecialconsiderationconsiderati.-bnconsiderati- bnconsideraticonsideration. n waswas-
given

was-
givengiven to Alaskan Natives.1Natives1NativesNatives.1-

"Such
. II-

"Such"SuchSuch" a specialspecialattentionattention toto-
be

to-
bebe paidpaidagainagain ," said the Senator .

"WeWe" have such a unique situat5ituatsituat-situat-
ion

¬.-

ion in Alaska , with the numbersnumbers-
of

numbers-
ofof both Natives and non-NativesnonNativesnonNatives-
who

nonNatives-
who

-

who depend on the landlandandand thethe-
ocean

the-
oceanocean for the basic existanceexistance-
and

existance-
andand comforts . "

Stevens emphasized that hishis-
amendment

his-
amendmentamendment wouldwouldapplyapply onlyonly-
to

only-
toto Alaska where such pressingpressing-
and

pressing-
andandandunusualunusual needs are present...


