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DepartmentDepartmentofof Public SafetyS fety Trains 126 Village Policemen
By DICK NORTHNORTH-

The

NORTH-

TheThe village police trainingtraining-
program

training-
programprogram was initiated in 19711911971-

by
II-

byby the Alaska Department ofof-

Public
of-

PublicPublic Safety . Funded by thethe-

Law
the-

LawLaw Enforcement AssistanceAssistance-
Act

Assistance-
ActAct , 126 village policemen and
29 magistrates have receivedreceived-

training
received-

trainingtraining over the last two yearsyears-

at
years-

atat schools held by DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Public Safety personnel aidedaided-

by
aided-

byby persons from the courtcourt-
system

court-
systemsystem , Public Defender , andand-

Department
and-

DepartmentDepartment of Law . Eighty-twoEightytwoEIghtytwo-
villages

Eightytwo-
villages

-

villages now have policemenpolicemen-
wIth

policemen-
withwith some degree of trainingtrammg .

Results of the first two yearsyears-

operation
years-

operationoperation of the program havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen encouraging . They show aIta,a-

definite
,

definite trend in reducing thethe-

amount
the-

amountamount ofofcasescases which wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave necessitated the services ofof-

aa state trooper . In 1972 , villagevIllage-

policemen
village-

policemenpolicemen handled ten felonyfelony-

cases
felony-

casescases , 4184418misdemeanorsI misdemeanors8misdemeanors8 , andand-

numerous
and-

numerousnumerous noncnminalnoncnmmalnoncriminal comcom-com-

plamts
com-

plaints
¬-

plaintsplamts .

Seven of the felonies and
128 of the misdemeanorsnUsdemeanors resultresult-result-

ed
result-

ed
¬-

ed in court action . One hundredhundred-
fiftyone

hundred-
fiftyonefifty-onefiftyone- of the misdemeanorsmisdemeanors-
werewere handled by villagevtllage councils ,

andandoneone hundred thirty-ninethirtyninethlrty-nmethlrtynmethlrtynme-
were

thirtynine-
were

-

were resolved by village policepolice-police-

men
police-

men
¬-

men without court action .

Alaska State Troopers visitVISi-
tthe

visit-
thethe many villages which havehave-

aa trained policemen . In Bethel ,

Corporal Lorn Campbell andand-

Trooper
and-

TrooperTrooper Paul Bartlett patrolpatrolaa
90,00090000, square mile area concon-con-

taining
con-

taining
¬-

taining 56 villages . They averaver-aver-

age
aver-

age
¬-

age one trooper per 9,0009000, resiresl-reslresi-resl-
den

resi-
dents

¬-

dentsden ts .

A typical day for troopers inin-

Bethel
in-

BethelBethel may see them cover anan-

aggregate
an-

aggregateaggregate of 700100 miles by planeplane-
and

plane-
andand 40 or 50 by snow machine .

One such day occurredoccurredrecentlyrecentlyrecently-
when

recently-
whenwhen Trooper Paul Bartlett flewflew-

to
flew-

toto Quinhagak and talked withwith-

village
with-

villagevillage policemen John Mark .

Next he flew to Eek wherewhere-

he
where-

hehe conferred with Joshua WhiteWhite-

and
White-

andand WalterWaIter Brown . Sam Carter ,.
who is a PEP employee andandaand-

graduate
and-

graduate
a

graduate of the advanced villagevIllage-

police
village-

policepolice training schoolschoolInin SitkaSltka ,

and Frank Brown , who is alsoalso-

aa village policeman , were outout-

hunting
out-

huntinghunting .

Peter Carter translated forfor-

Bartlett
for-

BartlettBartlett in his conversations concon-con-

cerning
con-

cerning
¬-

cerning the village . Bartlett saids3Jds3Jd-

he
said-

hehe wouldwouldattendattend a councilcouncil-
meet

council-
meetingmeetingmeet 109 in the near future .

From Eek , Bartlett flew toto-

TuntutuJlak
to-

TuntutuliakTuntutuhakTuntutuJlakTuntutuliak where he met villageviJJageviJJag-

epoliceman
village-

policemanpoliceman Paul Andrews . AnAn-An-

drews
An-

drews
¬-

drews informedmformed the trooper that

- -
110111101-

1d

, f1T>

d
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TROOPER PAUL BARTLETT talks with village policemen EdEd-EdEd-

ward

Ed-

ward

¬-

ward George and Tony Phillips at KwigillmgokKWlgillmgokKwlglllingok .

a girl had been bitten by a dogdog-

the
dog-

thethe day before and flown toto-

Bethel
to-

BethelBethel..

Next stop was KongigonakKongigonak-
where

Kongigonak-
wherewhere village policemen TommyTommy-
Mute

Tommy-
MuteMute and James Lewis , andand-

Dick
and-

DickDick Kionia , council presidentpresident-
met

president-
metmet the plane . They were havhav-hav-

109

hav-

ing

¬-

ing109 the usual problems ofofsnowsnowsnow-

machine
snow-

machinemachine speeding and loose dogsdogs-

over
dogs-

overover six months old .

Last stop before Bethel waswas-

Kwigillingok
was-

KwigillingokKwigillmgokKwigillingok where Bartlett talktalk-talk-

ed
talk-

ed
¬-

ededwithwithwithvillagevillage policemen EdEd-EdEd-

ward
Ed-

ward
¬-

ward George and Tony PhillipsPhiJJips .

Bartlett returned to Bethel at
5 p.mpm. . Corporal Lorn CampbellCampbell-
returned

Campbell-
returnedreturnedreturnedaboutabout the same timetime-

from
time-

fromfrom a flight to GraylingGraylmg andand-

Shageluk
and-

ShagelukShagelukShagelukconcermngShagelukconcerningconcerningconcermng severalseverasevera-
lthefts

!
thefts .

The troopers ate dinner andand-

then
and-

thenthen climbedclimbedintointo snowmachinessnowmachines-
forfor a trip to a village councilcouncil-

meeting
council-

meetingmeeting being held that nightnight-

m
night-

ininm NopakiakpaklakNapakiakN . Trip was about 2020-

miles
20-

milesmiles and tooktookaboutabout 40 minutesminutes-
The

minutes-
The

minutes-
TheThe meeting started at 8:008008:00-

p.m
8:00-

p.m
:

p.mpm. . Corporal Lorn CampbellCampbell-
and

Campbell-
andand Trooper Paul BartlettBartJett sat atat-

the
at-

thethe head table with villagevillage-

policeman
village-

policemanpoliceman James WillieWilhe , councilcouncil-

presIdent
council-

presidentpresident Wassilie B . Evan , andand-

council
and-

councilcouncil members . CorporalCorporal-
Campbell

Corporal-
CampbellCampbell introduced himselfhimself-
He

himself-
HeHe pointed out that villagevillage-

pohcemen
village-

policemenpolicemenpohcemen are selected by the

village councils , and that AlaskaAlaska-

State
Alaska-

StateState Troopers give assistance toto-

them
to-

themthem by backing them up whenwhen-

needed
when-

neededneeded .

CorporalCorporaJ Campbell said thatthat-

problems
that-

problemsproblems in the bush could bebe-

handled
be-

handledhandled two ways . The ofof-ofof-

fender
of-

fender
¬-

fender could be sentenced byby-

the
by-

thethe village council or he could bebe-

sentenced
be-

sentencedsentenced by the magistrate oror-

distnct
or-

districtdistrictdistnct judge .

The State Trooper said therethere-

were
there-

werewere advantages in the council'scouncilscouncIl's-
handling

council's-
handling

''
handling local offenders themthem-them-

selves
them-

selves
¬-

selves . ItI t keeps the offender inin-

his
in-

hishis own village , it saves onon-

paper
on-

paperpaper work ,. it reduces transtrans-¬-

portationportatlon costs , andmd, lessens thethe-

IOconvemence
the-

inconvenienceinconvenienceIOconvemence to allIII, concerned .

Campbell added that in manymany-
cases

many-
casescases the village council willwil-

lbetter
wil-

lbetterbetter understandunderstandaa situation inin-inin-

volving
in-

volving
¬-

volving an offender than a courtcourt-

outside
court-

outsideoutside of the village .

Corporal CampbellCampbellandandand-

Trooper
and-

TrooperTrooper Bartlett answered questquest-quest-
ions

quest-
ions

¬-

ions from the people until thethe-

council
the-

councilcouncil meeting was over . TheThe-

two
The-

twotwo men did not get home toto-

Bethel
to-

BethelBethel until 1:00100I:00a.m1:00a.m:0000: a.mam. . and theythey-

stili
they-

stillstillstili had reports to filltill out..
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When we began ourout quest for oiloil-

In

oil-

inin Alaska , we were well aware of thethe-

problems
the-

problemsproblems to be faced . The shiftingshifting-

ice

shifting-

iceice and extreme tides of Cook InletInlet-

made

Inlet-

mademade us uneasy . So did the permaperma-

frost
perma-

frostfrost , remote exploration sites , andand-

unpredictable
and-

unpredictableunpredictable climate . But we stayedstayed-

with
stayed-

withwith itft . Good planningplannmg and carefulcareful-

research

careful-

researchresearch solved the problems AndAnd-

now
And-

nownow , nearly two decades later , we'v-
e

wev-
e

we'v-
e

wev-
e

we'veproduce-

d

we'v-
e

wev-
e

we'veproduce-

d'

produced enough oil011 to light andand-

heat
and-

heatheat a city the sizeSlle of San FranciscoFrancIsco-

for

Francisco-

forfor many yearsyears-

In

years-

In

years-

InIn doing so we found that eveneven-

greater
even-

greatergreater challenges lie ahead For youyou-

and

you-

andand for us . Oil development meansmeans-

progress

means-

progressprogress - hundreds of new jobslobs andand-

million

and-

millionmillion dollar investments in our statestate-

The

state-

TheThe pricepnce of that progress is planning .

And only your involvement inIn-

planning
in-

planningplanning for the years ahead willwill-

Insure

will-

insureinsure balanced development of everyevery-

Alaskan

every-

AlaskanAlaskan resource . The opportunitiesopportunities-
ofof progress represent a major challenge .

But the rewards can mean a betterbetter-

way

better-

wayway of life for us allall..
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