NG CO. GOES

Machines Hum Rolling
Out Bush Readers
And Bilingual Books

By JACOUELINE GEASGOW
Statt Writer

Fquipment i sull amving,
the press is warking a-night and
day shitt, book pages are stacked
onsorting carts, book spines are
alued while  other books are
punched and bound with spiral
[V]J\II\‘ holders

The bskimo. Indian. Aleut
Printing: Company s ottt and
ened into being only this
spring. the new company had
ot of ground o cover to il
it first orders for the Alaska

Reading and Language Series for
rutal schools scattered through-
out the entire state.

Keith Neilson, production
manager,  sorted  the  orders.
They read like the complete
map of Alaska © St Marys,
Shishmaret.  Alakanuk, Shung-
nak, Tatitlek, every corner of
the state.

Congressman Don Young an-
nounced Tast week that the new

company has been awarded a
ST3.000  contract from  the
Burcau ot Indian  Affairs to

print materials for the readers.
Those who believe that the
future ot Alaska should be con-
trolled by Alaskans would be
heartened by the activity at the
new plant, temporarily housed
at Hope Industries in Fairbanks
“I'meovery  pleased that the
Burcau has awarded this con-
tract to an Alaskan-firm to help
other Alaskans.™ said Young.
The firm presently has about
70 to 75 per cent native hire.
Stating a goal of training native
people in the new industry . the
company - was  somewhat  sur-

prised to find two keyv people,

alrecady well trained and ready
o go i«\\\ull\

Jimmy Kaganak, an Fskimo
from Scammon Bav. runs the
night press. Kaganak a service-

e has worked i Washington,
DoCoas a printer and s now
stationed at B Wamwright.

When he is released from the
service, Kaganak plans to work
full-time for the new company,
learning — every phase of the
operations.

Diane Albert, an Athabascan
Indian gl from Nenana, went

to Calitorni to - enter beauty

school When o the class she
was tooenrollinowas over-
crowded. Diane looked around
for another coune ol study

With the help o BIA and a bit
ol chance.  the new printing
company - had another trained
pressoperator

Inaddivion o printing the
Aliska Readers, the new come
pamy i branching out into other
lictus It has printed news
letters tor the native corpora-
tons, letterheads and business
business firms, and
\laskan
at Hope

cards tor
advertisimg
sreenhouses
Industries.
But perhaps the most exciting
material coming oft the press
are the books tor the Eskimo
Language Workshop's bi-lingual

posters tor
built

program.

There is a strong feeling of
history being made holding in
one’s hand a book in a native
language. written by a native
author, illustrated by a native

artist, printed by a native com-
pany. and pliced at last in the
hands  of @ native child in a
remote village school.

There will be other books
inall the Tanguages of Alaska's
native peoples. A people who
once had no written word and
no - hooks are now  creating
their own educational materials
Selt-determination is no longer
something: one dreams about in
the tuture.

Lyverv emerging
structure. social
group of idealists eventually
comes to know the power ot the
\\IVI\!

political

Tundra - Times™  columnist
Grace Shwooko ence wrote
about this power: “Writing s
G treasure L the markings
that curve so beautitully and

tellreally el e so wondertul

letters and words they
are so - hiede and can el lots!
My, see how important writing
o

The Bskimo,  Indian. and
Aleut Printing  Compuany will
now begin to print the letters
and words of native people. The
people. commg fully of age,
truly have a voice.  They will

be read.

A REAL PRO - Jimmy Kaganak learned print-

ing trade in the service.

Kaganak hopes to stay

on and grow with the new Native company.
Jimmy s from Scammon Bay.
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INTO OPERATION

BIA TRAINING PAYS OFF — Diane Albert of
Nenana finds employment close to home after

training outside as a press operator

Photo by Ki
’%

ITH NEILSON

1t Howard Rock

with Presider

Photo by Jo GLASGE

orders,

SCHOOLBOOKS

for shipment.

FOR THE BUSH - stack up

Production manager Keith Neilson

goes over

PRESS GOES AROUND THE CLOCK — Diane
Albert demonstrates for Eskimo executive the

production potential of the multilith press
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