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LOi
OiOilI not worth the riskriskAl-

askansAlaskans and Alaska Natives are facing one of thethe-
biggest

the-

nlgge'tbiggestnlgge'tnlgget' threats to the state'sstates' resources ' future that theythey-
have

they-
hdvehavehdve ever faced-

All
fatedfacedfated-

All
fated-

AllAllAllininIII the name of three years oil , the Secretary ofof-

the
of-

theIthelie InteriorIntenor James Watt is pushingpushmg ahead with plans toto-
Iease

to-

ledeleaseledeIease, millionsmdloons ofofacresacres of the Outer ContinentalContmental ShelfShelf-
for

Shelf-
torlorfortor mlodoiloilexplorationexplorationxploratlOn and dnlhng-

One
drillingdnlhngdrilling-

One
drilling-

OneOne look at the study that the InteriorIntenor DepartmentDepartment-
produc

Department-
producedproducproducedd on the effects of the exploration and dnlhng-
ho

drillingdnlhngdrilling-
shows,showsho " , that anydny such exploration has more than a lIttle-
pOf

littlelittle-
potentialpOfpotentialntlal for disasterdisaster-

Th
disaster-

The
disaster-

TheThThe words fairly leap out from the pages of the stustu-

dy
stu-

dy
stu-stu¬-

dy WIJWhetherther the report is discussing commercial fishingfishmg ,
,subsistenceuns"tenceunstence" fishingfishmg , en'dangeredendangered'' species , cultural resour-
ces

resour-
es

resourresour-¬-
,ceses transportation ,. ,. or cultural and historicalhlStoncal impactstmpacts ,
it kekeepsp ' repeatingrepeatlllg the same words considerable adverseadverse-
Impact

adverse-
ImpdcfimpacImpdcfImpacttImpdcfThereImpactTheretThereThere are other ominous words and phrases spnnk-
led

sprink-
led

sprinkspnnk-spnnksprink-¬-

led through the hastilyhastl1y thrown-togetherthrowntogether-- amendment toto-

the
to-

thethe OOC( SSImpactimpact study They include such phrases as ""un-
d"Jlddhle

"un-
esoidahle

"unun"un-¬-

avoidabled"JlddhledJlddhleesoidahle" destructiondetructlon, to a significantslgmficant amount of wildlifewtldhfewildlife-
habitat

wtldhfe-
hdnltathabitathdnltat probablyprobdbly resulting in local population reductions ,
includingIIIdudlllg those of subsistence resources ; " ""ifif fresh oiloil-
'p.1Is

oil-
spills'spills'p.1Isp.1Isp1Is. reachreachsensltavereachsensitivesensitivesensltave biologicalblologJcal features ... . localized severesevere-
mortahlles

severe-
mortalitiesmortalitiesmortahlles , probably selective , and functional impair-
ment

tmp3lr-
m

impairtmp3lr-tmp3lrimpair-¬-
mment would probably occur ( amongamongmarinemannemarine mammals ) , ": : ias'{ :: frto dwouldI stresst s-

Prthe infrastructuret of Nome and subsistence-
based

subsistence-
hased

subsistence-subsistenceu -

basedhdedhased, villagesVl1Iages economieseLonomles and sociocultural systems of sur-
rounding

sur-
roundlllg

sursur-¬-
roundingroundlllg 'villages"lageslages" inflation1II0atlon , housing shortages andand-

boomtown
and-

hoomtownboomhoomtownboomtowntown conditions ,.
" ""ww"willwill"willincreasellIncreaseincrease the adverse imim-

pacts
irn-

pdL
irn-irnim-im¬-

pdLpactsts on those sensitive breedingbreedmg grounds
.

and feedingfeedmgfeeding-
areas

feedmg-
dreadreaareas .,"' inIII the Norton BasinBasmBasin-

I

Basin-

lIl he report says the chance of oil011 spspillsls is greatestgreatest-
Inin the Barrow Arch and DiapirDlaplr Field and states that thethe-

propo
the-

proposedpropoproposed>ed increasedIIIcreased drillingdnlhng inm the DiapirDlaptrDiaper Field , coupledcoupled-
with

coupled-
withwith oil development inIII the Canadian Beaufort Sea ""willwill"will-
Increase

"will-
increaseincrease the nskrisk ofofadverseadverse effects on bowhead whaleswhales-
from

whales-
fromfrom oilod pollution and human disturbance The degreedegree-
and

degree-
andand significanceslglllficance of this is not known "

AllAllinin111 all ., the report spells potential disaster for thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople inIII Alaska who make their livelihoods - commer-
cially

commer-
cially

commercommer-¬-
cially or on a subsistence level - from the sea or otherother-
natural

other-
naturalnatural resourcesresources-

And

resources-

AndAnd to what end does the state of Alaska suffersuffer-

this
suffer-

thisthisthis'1this1'' All mIIIin the name of an estimatedesttmated 3 years worth of oiloil-

for
oil-

forfor the UnitedUlllted States Three years of oilotl for folks inmin-

Los
m-

LosLos \Angeleso\ngelesongeles and Dallas drivingdnvlng alone inIII their b'lgblgbigft' cars toto-

their
to-

thentheirthen air-conditionedairconditionedalrondltIonedalrondltIonedofficesairconditionedoffices-,- offices Three years ofofwastewaste .

If the federal government had even shown any inch-
nation

inch-
nation

mch-
nation

inch-inchmch-mch-

nation to encourage development ofofalternatealternate powerpower-
sources

power-
sourcessources or publicpubhc transportationtransportatton in the big cities of thethe-
nation

the-
nationnation ,. one might be more inclined to look at the oil exex-

ploratIOn
ex-

ploration
ex-ex¬-

ploration off the coast of Alaska .

But no such committment has been forth coming .

One of the first cuts made by the Reagan admPnistration-
was

admhristration-
was

admrhistrationadmPnistrationadmhristration
was federally subsidized development of solar power..

And publicpubhc transit systems are non-1Xnon1Xnon-existantnonexistant--:5tant .

The federal government is asking the people of Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
AlasAlas-¬-

ka to nskrisk untold harm to their commercial and subsis-
tence

subsis-
tence

subsissubsis-¬-
tence way of lifehfe without the government making anyany-
committments

any-
commlttmentscommittmentscommlttments to change the wastefulwastefulwayway of lifehfe in thethe-
Lower

the-
LowerLower 4848-

The
48-

The
48The
The state of CaliforniaLalifornia , alreadalready ) faced I!) with a simisimilarsimilar-

explorataon
similar-

explorationexplorationexplorataon program which that state sees as a threat toto-

Its
to-

itsits scenicscelllc beaches , has challenged the program . The statestate-
of

state-
ofof Alaska , with its heavy emphasis on commercial fishingflShmgfishing-
and

flShmg-
andand subsistence livinghvmg , has much more at stake in thisthis-
matter

this-
mattermatter
matterNorthalreadyhasNorth Slope BoroughHorough Mayor JaJacob'b Adams already
has vowed to fight this proposal withwith'everytin-

g

witheverytin-

g

everyting he cancan-
muster

can-
mustermuster . He should be joined by other village , borough ,
and regional governments to fight for our way of life .


