
--
Hearings a sham , the public is being had , Watt wiwilli

-_

go66-h66hhisis way
By MICHAEL LLJEFFERYJEFFERYJEFFERY-
Alaka

JEFFERY-
AlaskaAtakaAlakaAlaska LgriL.8QIIL8QIILagd.* SSwvicMs.mcsmc.SwvicM-

Mr

vkea,

Mr,. Jeffery representedrepreented, thethe-
villages

the-
vlllDgefillageivlllDgevillages, of KaktovikKakt01lik ., WalnwrlfhtWainwright ,
Anaktubuk PalPutPars, the NativeNative-
Village

Native-
YlJQgeVillageY/lJQgeYlJQge/ of Point Lay recentlyrecently-
during

recently-
duringduring Hearinghearings!, on the DraftDraft-
Supplement

Draft-
SupplementSupplement to the Finalrllud Envi-

ronmental
Envf-

Testimony

Envf-EnvfEnvi-EnviEnvi-
ronmental

---

ronmental Impact Statement onon-
the

on-
thethe propoedproposed, Jivefive-yearfiveyear-year leasingleasing-

IChedule
leasing-

scheduleICheduleschedule for oUoiloUexplorationoilexplorationexploration .

Testimony from the ruralrural-

areas
rural-

areasareas of Alaska Is reaUyreally impor-
tant

unpor-

tant
unpor-unporimpor-impor-

tant for {thehe consideration of thethe-

plans
the-

plansplans of the Department of thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior to completely changechange-

the
change-

thethe way offshore oil and gas lealea-

sing

lea-

smg
lea-lea¬-

singsmg is done . The testimonytestmlonytestiniony fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe village people and otherother-

Nonh
other-

NorthNonhNorth Slope residents IS clearclear-

the
clear-

thethe sales planned inm the ArctArctICArctIC-

Ocean
Arctic-

OceanOcean should not be held dui-

ing
dur-

mg
dur-

mg
dui-duidur-dur--

ingmg the next five years . TheThe-

government
The-

governmentgovernment and the oilall industryIndustry-

areireare moving too fast in havinghaving-

offshore
having-

offshoreoffshore leasing in the ArctJc-

Ocean
ArcticArctJcArctic-

OceanOcean The technology to drilldrill-

safely
drill-

safelysafely and to clean up oil011011spillsoilspillsspillsspills-

m
spills-

ininm allaU ice conditions may be dede-

veloped
de-de.-¬

veloped over the next few years ,
but it is not available yet ; andand-

the
and-

thethe people are sayingsaymg that thethe-

leasing
the-

leasingleasing must be stopped untiluntil-

things
until-

thmgsthmgsthings can be done safely .

It IS a lattermatter of procprocess-ofprocessofprocessof-
how

processof-
how

--
how th'ngsthngsthings' get done . The gov-

ernment
gov-

lent
gov-gov.--

ernmentlent does not give us thethe-

choICe

the-

choicechoICe 5 of takingtakmg out these Arc-

cean
Arc-

tic
Arc-Arc-.

tic Ocean_ cean sales . IfIfwewe hav-

choose
hav-havhave- toto-

choose
to-

choosechoose among the alternativalternatives inin-

the
in-

thethe Draft Supplement ,. the ""NoNo"No-

Action
"No-

ActionAction " alternative (alternativealternative-
nono . 3)3) is the best ,. because thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposedproposednewnew lease sale schedulescheduleI-

SIS far worse than what we havehave-

now
have-

nownow . The new five-yearfiveyear- scheduleschedule-

speeds
schedule-

speedsspeeds up the sales In the Arc-

tic
ArcArc-.-

tic Oceann , and it adds an extraextra-
h

extra-

sale

extra-

salesale min theh "Beaufortaufort SeaSea-

The
Sea-

The
Sea-

mlinedThe ""streamlinedstreamlinedmlined " OCS pro-

cess
propro-pro-

cess
-¬-

cess proposed by the new adad-

ministration

ad-ad¬.-

ministrationmmlStratlon shows that thethe-

government

the-

governmentgovernment aIS no longer interes-

ted
interesmteresinteres-¬.-

ted in paying attention to thethe-

environmental

the-

environmentalenvironmental and socialsocia! p.o-

blems
po-

blems
p.o-p.opo-pop.o-

blems
.,--

blems that are caused by off-

shore
off-

shore
offoff-¬-

shore leasingleastng . The Environ-

mental
EnvironEnviron-¬.-

mental Impact Statement propro-pro-
cess

pro-
cess

--¬

cess establishedestabhshed over 10 yearsyears-

ago
years-

agoago- o is supposed to make suresure-

that
sure-

thatthatat the public and the decdecision-

maker
decISIOndecision-A-

maker
A-A- .-

maker have some ididea< aboutabout-

what
about-

whatwhat will happen to local peo-

ple
peopeo-¬'-

plepie , and to the eartheanh ,. water ,. airal1air-

and
al1-

andand wildlifewUdhfe from the proposed-
activities

proposed-
activities

proposed
activities

Now wee findfmd the governmentgovernment-
admitting

government-
admittingadmitting in the Draft Supple-

ment
SuppleSupple-Supple-

ment
-¬-

ment that it wfllwill simply put toto-

gether
to-toto-

gether
-¬-

gether these EIS statementsstatements-
from

statements-
fromfrom ""existingexisting information " .

And these EISElS statements willwill-

now
will-

nownow cover the entire ""planningplanning"planning-
areaarea " ( that meansmeans,, for example .,

allaU of the Beaufort Sea ! ) insteadmsteadinstead-

of
mstead-

ofof a smallersmaUer area that has a highugh!high-

chance
ugh-

chancechance of being leased .

I do not know if there areare-

areas
are-

areasareas of the VSU.sUs. . inm which thethe-

eXISting

the-

existingexisting informationmformatlon could bebe-

put

be-

putput together in a way to reallyreally-

show
really-

showshow the effects from leasingleasing-

huge
leasing-

hugehuge areas offshore . But I dodo-

know
do-

knowknow <thathat inI Alaska , and espe-

cially
espeespe-¬'-

ciallyclally on the Arctic Slope , thisthis-

information
this-

mformatloninformationmformatlon is simply not avail-

able
avail-

admrts

avail-avail -.

able . Even the Draft SupplementSupplement-
admits

Supplement-
admitsadmrtsadmits that ""criticalcritical"criucalcriucal " informa-

tion
informamformainforma-¬.-

tion about leasingleasingDm\DDin\ the Beau-

fort
Beau-

fort
BeauBeau-¬-

fort Sea and Chukchi Sea wiwillwill-

be
will-

be

"

be ""lackinglacking " in time for the enen-

vironmental
en-en.-

vlronmentalvironmentalental statements aboutabout-

these
about-

thesethese sales .

We are also told that new thethe-

geohazard
the-

geohazardgeohazardgeohazardmformationgeohazardinformationmformationinformation (whichwhich-

simply
which-

sunplysunplysimply means how dangerous thethe-

leasing
the-

leasmgleasingleasmgleasmgwillleasingwillwill be in a certaincertam area )
will no longer be developed byby-

the
by-

thethe government . The oU011oil com-

panies
comcom-¬.-

paniespanICs will simplysunply be asked toto-

find
to-

findfind outOUI this informationmformauon beforebefore-

they
before-

theythey apply for permits to go aa-

head
a-

head
a-a-.

head with their lease acUvllies-

Not
activitiesacUvlliesactivities-

NotNot only will the informationmformatlOnmformatlOn-
be

information-
bebe gathered by the very organ-

IZation
organ-

ization
organorgan-¬-

ization that wants to go ;aheadahead-

with
ahead-

with

'

with the project ,. but the infor-

mation
inforinfor-.-

matlonmation will not be available toto-

the
to-

thethe public for comment . The-

basic

The-

basic
The-The-

basic decISIon to go ahead willwill-

have

will-

havehave been made by the govern-

ment
governgovern-.-

ment based on the sham environ-

mental
environ-

mental
environ-environ -

mental Impact statements andand-

the

and-

thethe hehearmgshearings based on the inade-

quate
inadeinade-.-

quate information provided byby-

such

by-

suchsuch docurdocur-

The
documents .

The Draft Supplement IS realreal-

clear

real-

clearclear on one point . ThThe' newnew-

schedule

new-

scheduleschedule is going to mean a lotlot-

more

lot-

moremore oil011 in10 the water.. In the FiFi-

nal

fi-

nal
fi-fi¬-

nal EIS on the existing five yearyear-

lease
year-

leaselease shceudle we were told (onon-

page

on-

pagepage 146)146) that we can expect
3 59S9 spillsspillsoverover 11,0001000,,000000 barrelsbarrels-

inin10 the Beaufort Sea ,. and 7.357357.3S73S7-357357.3S-

spills

735-

spills

.-.
spills over 1,00010001.000,. barrels inI thethe-

Chukchi

the-

ChukchiChukchi Sea duringdunng the leaselease-

activIties

lease-

activitiesactivities Such information IS-

staggering

isis-

staggeringstaggering
staggeringBut

But cor-JcorJconsider- the'" InformatJoninformationinformation-

in

""rr - "-
in10 the DDraft Supplement (onon-

page

on-

pagepage 26)2626)-26)because) '- because of the huge-

new

huge-

new
huge

new areas opened for leasingleasmg 1-

0Secretary

in10in-

SecretarySecretary Watts ' new schedulee ule.:,

we cann expect 30.693069.. spills over
1,0001000, barrels , including 10.86108610.86-

pills
10.86-

pills
..

{!pillspills over 10,00010000, barrels , in thethe-

Beaufort
the-

BeaufortBeaufort Sea . And we can exex-

pect
ex-ex¬.-

pect 16.491649. spills overOVCT 1,00010001,000-

barrels
1,000-

barrels
,

barrels in the Chukchi Sea ,. inin-

cluding
in-

cluding
in-in¬-

cluding 7.18718.. spills over 10,0001000010,000-

barrels
10,000-

barrels
,

barrels . It all adds up to dISaster-

for
disasterdisaster-

forfor the whales , the fishftsh ,. thethe-

marine
the-

marinemarine mammals,, and the birds-

that
budsbirdsbuds-

thatthat use the ArArctictic Ocean . ThatThat-

means
That-

meansmeans a dlS8Sterdisaster for the healthhealth-

of
health-

ofof the people of the Arctic ,. too .

Yet the government propcproposesproposes-

to
" "

to go rightnght ahead with ththesethese-

plans
these-

plansplans . In recent articles in10 thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorage DallyDaily News and thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks Daily News Miner wewe-

have

we-

havehave readJ that' "Secretarycretary WattWatt-

wUl

Watt-

willwUlwill defimtelydefinitely go aheadlead with thisthis-

dangerous
this-

dangerousdangerous flewnew leasmgleasingng schedule .

Governor Jay Hammond, , , nond pointspomtspoints-

out
pomts-

outout that Secretary Watt IS ""ig-

noring
"ig-"igigJg'-

noring most of the state'sstates' con-

cerns
concancon-¬.-

cerns " in goinggomg ahead with thethe-

schedule
the-

scheduleschedule .

The govgovernment seems toto-

have
to-

havehave abandoned any concern forfor-

a
for-

aa trust respolwllllitvresponsibility for the Na-

tive
NaNa-.-

tive people affected by theIhe dnl-

ling
drildnldnl-¬.-

ling . And the issue of the InupiatInuplatInuptatInuplat-

Eskmto
Inuptat-

EskimoEskimoEskmto title to the area of thethe-

offshore
the-

offshoreoffshore waters beyond thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates'' three milemue limitlunlt remiansremlansremians-

unresolved
remlans-

unresolvedUnresolved .

LookingLookmg at the whole situa-

tion
situasltuasitua-¬.-

tiontlon remindedremmded me of the wntmgs-

of
writingswntmgswritings-

ofof the Old Testament prophetprophet-
Habakkuk

prophet-
HabakkukHabakkuk . He stood on thethe-

watchtower
the-

watchtowerwatchwatchtowerlower ,. praying about thethe-

Situation

the-

situationsituation of Israel ,. with thethe-

Babylomans
the-

BabyloniansBabyloniansBabylomans swsweepingmg across ththe-

land
thethe--

landrand . The LordLordLordanswersanswers his crycry-

for
cry-

forfor help ., showing that the .Baby-

lonians
.Baby-.BabyBaby-Baby.Baby-

lomans

-

lomanslonians will fall-

For
fallfall- '-

For ..rtlJrtlJstill 'the' vutonvision .awaitsawaits-

its "'.
ilits. timtime" , ilit haltefUhastens 10to rhethe end

--itit-IIII willwlJJwid not IilieHe . If it .iee.eeeeseemsseems-

slow

,".,..IowIowslow , wcutwartt for it ; it willwllUT-
eJ

llUTe-llUTesure-

it
sure-

ty
sure-sure-

/JJty/ come ., it willwtllwtllnorwillnotnotnor delay ...

[(IT/ITITheT/heTheTJhe/he arrogant ii-
abide

man ,shallhall notnot-

"bide
not-

abide"abide"bidebide .

Habakkuk 2 3-434--- .

And that is what we are facfac-

ith
facedfaced-

WIth

faced-

withWIthith here . The governmgovernmemgovernment ISI-

Sarrogantly

is-

arrogantlyarrogantly proposingproposmg to rusrush. . aa-

head
a-a.-

head with the proposed leasirleasing-

schedule
leasmgleasingleasmg-

scheduleschedule , no mattermattermattr.: what is said-

in

said
in10 the comments or these publicpublic-

heanngs
public-

hearingshearingsheanngs And when the newnew-

"streamlined" " - - - - - - - *"streamlinedstreamlinedstreamllned |process IS min ef-

fect
efef-.-

feetfect ,. the governgovern-

head
government wulwill rush aa-

head
a-a.-

head with the lealea-

any
lease sales without-

any
wllhoUIwithoutwllhoUI-

anyany meaningfulmeanmgful effortcuuucuuuuu10to> <consi-

der
conslconsi-consi--uuuuuu-

der
'-

der the environmental and socsoc-

cost
socIalsocIal-

cost
social-

costcost of what nIt is doingdomg .

A recent comment from DonDon-

Gamble
Don-

GambleGamble and Max Fraser of thethe-

Canadian

the-

CanadianArcticCanadianCanadianArctic""rctlrctl Resources Com-

mittee

Com-

mittee
Com-Com-

mittee about recent environmen-
tal

envlronmenenvironmen-environmen .-

tal heanngshearings In Canda !eemsseems toto-

apply
to-

applyapply equallequallyequallywell) well herehere-

SuccessiveSuccessIve EAR IlEnviron-

mental
lEnviron-lEnvironEnvIron .-

menIalmental Assessment and ReRe-

view

Re-Re.-

view I) hearmgshearings have servedserved-

more
served-

moremore as a stage for the vent-

ing

ventvent-.-

Ing of public frustrations thanthan-

an

than-

anan effective means of ensur-

ing

emurensur-ensur.-
Ing ngorousrigorous environmentalenvironmental-
assessment

environmental-
assessmentassessment and control.. ThereThereI-

SIS every re.rsonrersonreason. to bebevebelieve thaithatthai-

the
that-

thethe concerned public IS bebeingbeing-

had
109109-

hadhad


