
Karen Clark Teacher of Year-YearYearT-

wo
YearT-

wo
YearT-

wo
-

Two Rivers Teacher Educates Indian Children
Karen Clark , head teacher atat-

the
at-

thethe Two Rivers ElementaryElementary-
School

Elementary-
SchoolSchool in the Fairbanks NorthNorth-
Star

North-
StarStar Borough School DistrictDistnct ,
has been selected as Alaska'sAlaskas'
1973 Teacher of the Year , ComCom-Com-

missioner
¬.-

missioner of Education MarshallMarshal-
lLLL.. Lind announced .

For eighteigh t and one-halfonehalfone.halfonehalf-. yearsyears-
Mrs

years-
MrsMrs . Clark has been teaching

youngsters livinghVlng in the ruralrural-

areas
rural-

areasareas of Canada and Alaska , andand-

has
and-

hashas taught at the Two RiversRivers-

School
Rivers-

SchoolSchool , some 18 and one-halfonehalfonehalf-
miles

onehalf-
miles

-

miles from Fairbanks on thethe-

Chena
the-

ChenaChena Hot Springs Road , sincesmce
1970 .

Mrs . Clark'sClarks' preference forfor-

rural
for-

ruralrural teachingteachmg assignments maymay-

stem
may-

stemstem from her childhood in

Oregon and South Dakota wherewhere-

she
where-

sheshe attended small countrycountry-
schools

country-
schoolsschools until she graduated fromfrom-

high
from-

highhigh schoolschoolmschoolinin 1958 .

Her keen desire at that timetime-

to
time-

toto learn more about the IndianIndian-

people
Indian-

peoplepeople led her to the UniversityUOIvefSltyUOIvefSlty-

of
University-

ofof Oregon to study anthropolanthropol-anthropol-
ogy

anthropol-
ogy

¬-

ogy ; she received her degree inIn-

that
in-

thatthat subject in 1963 , and tooktook-

her
took-

herher first teachingteachmgteachmgassignmentteachingassignmentassignment atat-

Lower

at-

LowerLower Post , BritishBntlsh Columbia ,

inm.
an Indian Residential School ..

Prior to coming to Alaska ,

she also taught elementaryelementary-
grades

elementary-
gradesgrades in Pelly Crossing , YukonYukon-
Territory

Yukon-
TerritoryTerritory ., During these years ,

she took post graduate work atat-

Southern
at-

SouthernSouthern Oregon College andand-

attended
and-

attendedattended summer school at thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of British Columbia .

After teaching five and one-oneone-

half
one-

half
-.

half years in small CanadianCanadian-
"bush

Canadian-
"bush"bushbush" " schools , Karen came toto-

Fairbanks
to-

FairbanksFairbanks and began takingtaking-

classes
taking-

classesclasses at the University ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska which would lead to thethe-

awarding
the-

awardingawarding of her Master of ArtsArts-

Continued

Arts-

Continued( Continued on pagepag. 6)6)



Teacher of thethe-theYear- Year , . . .
( Continued from paQepane 1)1)

inIII leachingeachlllg1 in111 the SpringSprll1gSpringofof01

1972 . In 1970 she began teachteJch-teJchteach-teJch-

mg
teach-

ing

¬-

ingmg for the FairbanksFatrbdn"sFatrbdns" North StarStJrStJr-

Borough
Star-

BoroughBorough at the then one-roomoneroomoneroom-
Two

oneroom-
Two

-

Two RiveisRiversRlvel . ElementaryL1e1l1entJryLleinentary SchoolSdlOolSchool-
Throughout

SdlOol-

Thruughout
School-

ThroughtoutThroughoutThruughoutThroughtout hertier teachingteJelllngteJelllng-
years

teaching-
yearsyearsyears , Mrs . ClarkClJrk hashJ\hJhJbeen\ been activeaClveaClveI-

II
active-

Ill
!

inIIIIll variousVdflOUS CanadianCJnadlall teacliersteaclersteactersteaclers-
groups

teacters-
groups

:,

groups , and the NationalNatlondl , StateState-

and
tdtetdte-

andand Fairbanksf-alrballfalrball- " EducationLducJtlon AssociAssoci-AsAssoci-

ation
ocl-oclocl-

atlon
¬-

ationatlon , and the Two101 \\00wo\\ RiversRlvcr PFAPTAPFA-

The
prPTA-

The
AA-

TheThe 1973 AlaskaAIJ\"JAIJ"JJ\ " TeacherTl'adlCrTladlCr.' of0101-

the
of-

thethe YearY edr wjswasWJ becomingbecol11l11 an.InIn. exex-exex-

pert
ex-

pert
¬-

pert m111in cross-culturalcrossculturalcroCulturdlcrocrossculturaleducation\-CulturdlCulturdl\ -CulturdledULJt101leducationedULJt101ledULJt101-

llong
education-

longlong before the termterratermJwjs\\J\Jwascomedwascomed-
"in

\Jl\ coinedDilledl Dilled-

"in"inin" 19I)64he1964she1964-1964()6464) (> 4 ,
"- she\hehe\ reportsreporh , "therethere"there-

wJ
"there-

wasn't
"

wasn'twasntwJ n- 'tn- t' muchIUdl! beinghell1 !' donedOlle inIIItit InIn-InIn-

dlJn
In-

dian
¬-

diandlJn EducationI-dul.ltlollIdul.ltlollIdul.ltlolldulltlollFducation- . "

ihe"IreIre," ; he beganbeginbl' ,111111, hei11l1tier.' firstIlr\1Ilr1\ teachingteaelnngIl'dLIldLIl'dLIIIIIteaelnng-

assignment

' IIIII !
assignment,1\Slgn,11Slgn, \ Illell I l11\11ins111I1111ll>\\ wining\1I1111ll1I1111llsunning\ ! heihelherhelIlOVMIownown-

texts
( ) \\IlIl\\ I-

ltexhtextstexh .milmillI1dand., i.ipmgiipmgIdplllltaping. ! theIIII.' children'schildrensLlllldrl'll\Llllldrl'llLlllldrlllLlllldrl'll-

lecend
children's-

legends
' '\

legendslecend\lecendlecend,111.1\ nnl,111.1111.11111,111(1,111.1IIIIIC,111(1shrines, .( stones\IIIIICIIIIICshrines\ ' InIII I'Xi'sIXisIh190'( ) '

'theth'ethe ( anadian,1I1tdl.1I11I1tdl.1I11I1tdl1I1Inrchm, , ., Broidc.islingBroidcislingBIOIinr Ilk.hllllIlkhllllIdc.lstingIdclsting. ! ( or0101-

por
or-

plrratloitporationplrratloitpor JtlUIl c.imccimcL.lnllLlnlls.IltiesIltie_ . tiomfioltlt J)111J111() luronlo10(111101011110Iurollinn[( toto-

telev"e
to-

televisetelevisetelev"eteleve" heihl'lhllherhl'ltIIdltlh' students\tIIdltlhtIIdltlh\ , doingUlIlI1g InIn-

dlJn
In-

deandiandlJndean dancesdallle\dallledallleIhn\ theyIhntines hadh.JJhJJ. learnedII.HIll'dII.HIlldIIHIlldII.HIll'd.Itlearnedat.' . ' .ititatat-

flume
. .I-

thomehomeflume andJIlJ broughthrollcht to schoolchoolschool-

While
school-

While
,chool-

While 'While in111 the 'YukonYukonYukon Territory ,

she,he developeddeselopedddeselopeda,' clopl'd.lclopld.lclopldl.' a. pre-sclioolpresclioolpre-schoolschoolprepreschool-
readiness

-. choolchool-

reJdlllereadinessreJdllle I! progiamprogiarllprogl .1m1m. andJild wasWJ assistassist-.lslsassist-
ed

. "I-"II"I-

ed
" ¬-

ed by volunteervolullleer parentspJrenl\pJrenlpJrenlgrllId\ , grandgrllId-grllIdgrand-grllId-

mothers
grand-

mothers
, ¬-

mothers and grandfathersgrandfathergrandfathers-
"Tins

grandfathers-
"This"TinsTins"TIllSTIllS"ThisThis" programprogfJI11 wasWJS successsuccess-succesuccess-

ful
, ¬-

ful ,
" MrsMr . ClarkClarClarurl1l1SedClarksurmised" surmised\url1l1Sedurl1l1Sed\ , "bebe"he-"hehe"be-"he-

cause
"be-

cause

" ¬-

cause it dTddiddddnotnot createcreltc, a.II..-
IboundJry

a-

boundaryboundaryboundJry betweenbet\\eenbeteen\ new learningleJrnll1gleJrnll1g-

cxpenellce
learning-

experiencesexperiencescxpenellce andJild the children'schildrensLllIldrenchildren's-
own

''"own heritageherltJge " DuringDllr1l1g the same-same.ImeImesame-

year
same-

year
.Ime-

year
. -

year , shehc formedImmcdImmcd.Iformeda a.II. drama clubcluhcluh-

with
club-

withwith nativenJtlve children Therhefile childchild-child-

ren
child-

ren
¬-

ren collected legendslegend anddnd mythsmyths-
from

myths-
fromfrom the old people and thenthen-

drarnJtlled
then-

dramatizeddramatizeddrarnJtlled them forfur the comCOI11-COI11com-COI1-

1munlty

com-

munity
¬-

munitymunlty
munityUntilmunltyUn

UntilUnUntilsheIIIIIIsheshe left Canada to comeconiccome-

to
conic-

toto Alaska , MrsM rs Clark served asa aa-

consultant
a-

consultantconsultant for two yearsyedfs at thethe-

Yukon
the-

YukonYukon TerritoryTerntory Institute-ConInstituteConInstltute'on-Instltute'onInstltuteonInstitute-Con-Instltute'onv-

entlom
InstituteCon-

ventions

-.(' ¬-

ventionsventlom . At thesethesc andandotherotherother-
Canadian

other-
CanadianCanadian educationeducdtlon conventions ,

she spoke on cross-culturalcrossculturalcroculturalcro -culturalcultural- eduedu-edu-

cation
edu-

cation
¬-

cation and specialspecmlspecmlmethodsspecialmethodsmethods usedused-

in

used-

inin teachingteachmgleaching language arts to InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian children .

Through correspondence , MrsMMrs-

Clark
rsrs-

ClarkClarkClarkconsultedconsulted with the BritishBntlshBntlsh-
ColumbIa

British-

ColumbiaColumbia Department of EduEdu-Edu-

cation's
Edu-

cation's
¬-

cation'scations' curriculumcurrculum developmentdevelopment-
committee

development-
committeecommittee . The many books ,

workbooks , charts and otherother-
supplementary

other-
supplementarysupplementary matenlasmaterilas whichwhich-

she
which-

sireshesire created are stillstili inmuseuse .

Primary readjngreadmgreading texts authoredauthored-
by

authored-
byby Mrs . Clark have also beenbeen-

studied
been-

studiedstudied in anthropology classes

at the UniversitylInIVer\ltlInIVerltUniversityof\ ) oflit BritishBflll\hBflllhBflllh-
Colul11blJ

British-

Columbia
\

ColumbiaColul11blJ
ColumbiaLarlyColul11blJLJrly

LarlyLJrly in 1971I (171171(
,. she,he beganbeg.1I1beg1I1beg.1I-

1conslructlllg
began-

constructing
.

constructingconslructlllg a.II. thirdllIfd! gradegrJJegrJJeOLII1social\OLII1OLII1social-

studies
\ ,

studiestudle programprogrJI11 onoil AlaskaAl.I\"JAl.IJAl.IAlI"JJ. \" lorIurforIu-
rue

for-

useuseu\eue\ in the 1I1.IIIatibitksIatibitksan.IIIIII. banksh.IIlhIIl., " SchoolcIlIlSchool-

District
cIlIl-

J"tflCt
]()

DistrictJ"tflCtJtflCt) " NowNo ," completedUHlIrleted , herher-

unit
her-

unitunit isI usedU\cJUcJUcJInusedin\ in elementaryelemelltJrelententarselententars-
schoolsschoolschooh throughout theI he boroughhouglborough-

Speaking
borough-

Speaking
()[

SpeakingSpea"1I1gSpea1I1g" of01 her experiencel'xpefll'ncelxpefllnce' ' inIn-

IndlJn
in-

IndianIndianIndlJn villagesvdIJgl\vdIJglvdIJglthe' \ ,. the AlaskaAII\\"JAII"JJAII"J-
TeJcher

Alaska-

Teacher
, \\"

TeacherTeJcher of01 the YearYedr stated1.lted1lted. , "ItIt"It-

hJ
"It-

has

"

hashJ been my111 } pleasurerleJ\urerleJure\ to absoihabsolhJh\olJholabsolh-
the

\ hh-

thethe traditionsIrddltloll\IrddltlollIrddltlollJlld\ andJlldJlldvJlueandvaluesvaluesvJlue\vJluevJlueof\ of thethe-

COml11Unlt

the-

communitycommunityCOml11Unlt\COml11UnltCOml11UnltI\ I taughtt.llIchttllIcht. inIIIIll I irvtrstrtrs-

tolo10to breakbrea " the boundariesbJlIIlJdflehoundaresb JlIIlJdfle\JlIIlJdfleJlIIlJdfleIhlt\ thatIhltIhlt-

eXlt
that-

exist
,

eXl\teXltexist\ hl't\\eellhl'thlteellbetweenhl'teelllhl)1' \\ \lhl)1lhl)1lhl1cftool\, lhl)1llIdcftooland)( ) llIdandllIdlLll'Iandsocrcts, \lLll'I\lLll'IlLllIsocrctssocrcts-

file
\ lLll'I-

I

) ' \
Ifilehehethool\thoolthoolschoolschoolis\ 1\1is1111,1\ 111,11111lint, (11Il11Ilone( ' nllllmoremore-

ntelns
) '

l11eIIlntelns, " ojof t.llhllllttllltllhllllttllllira-11111111wlira11111111w(-,!. 111,1111111that111,11l011l, l011l( DillDil-

lannuls111111111\111111111annuls111111111,1\ s, \\,1\,11wail\\ ,1ul, \ ulof IillIda' Ito" IIIL'IIIIILIItheirIIIL'-
IIlhildrell

their-

children
'

lhildrellchildren "

"II" dUlldots It l\l'lllll'lllllllll'llllhelnLse\ ' \ll\ ' Ilil'llIlilllhair( ' ' , Illlielie-

cnlturalls
'

lllltllli/hlllltlllihcnlturalls,/ dL'lllll'lldLllllllldcliuenIdcliuenIref' ' ! 01ref eli/II/Idl\eliIIIdlcitimlllseliIIIdld-
l'prtved

citimllls-
deprived

/ / , \
depriveddl'prtveddlprtved' peoplepcopkpcopk11peopleIrs.,

' Mis\IrsIrs\1111\ ( l.iikliiklnkIllIll-

tlted
lnk-

slated
., "

stated\tltedtltedslated\ , "IheseIhese"II" hl\hlhlIdwh'\(' labelsIdwhllhels, indicatetrldlllletrldlllleO-

I11l
indicate-

some
,

some\OI11lOI11l\ ' inherentJIIhelelltJIIhelellteklllweakness\\eklll\\eklll\\ eklll111.! ' \ In111 m\mnl\nlirism-

classroom
n-

lcI.tol11
iri-

sclassroom
\

classroomcI.t\\ol11cI.tol11cI.tcItol11. \\[() ,. ivg.ndlc.ssivgndlc.ssivgndlcss1\'ll/llle\\1'llllllletegndless1'llllleI\' ! .,/ . \ olof() I thetiletile-

child's
{ lIelIe-

dllldchild'schildsdllld '. backgroundbJc\"gwl/ndbJc"gwlgwlnd\" / ,.
II.1111wjni\\.1111.1111want\\ . himhllnhnnhlln-

to
hnn-

toto havehJV(' a.II. goodgoodl'ltcOllll'ptgoodsellconceptsell-conceptsellconcept\l'lt-cOllll'ptl'ltlltcOllll'ptcOllllpt\ ' - ' II-

WJllt

I-

wantwantWJlltWJllt11111him/1111111111hint/ to feelleel clever and.IlldIlldandaand-

bit
. a.11. .-

1llltbitlllt proudproudofol01of himselfhllmelt "
When askedJ"edJ \"ed"eded\" to describedl\cflhedlcflhe' \ thethe-

the
the-

thethe type ofofclassroomclassroomcI\\flomcIflom,}\) atmosatnnls-atnnlsatnnls-
phere

, I I I11m-I11mI11m-

phere
¬-

phere shesalehe wantedwdnted totocreJtecreate , MrsMr\MrMr-

CIJr
\

Clark'larklarkCIJr( 'larksaid' " saidald , "TheThe" sixIX and.1Ilt1Iltandone. ! one-oneolle-olleone-
half

olle-
hJIt

one-
half

-

halfhJIt hourshour\hourhour.I\ a.II. day myillY studentstlldenl\tlldenlstudents-
spend

tlldenl-
pend

\
spend\pendpendspendin\ in111 schoolLholLholhouldschoolshould(} should\houldhould\ behe limeluneunitelune-

pent
unite-

spentspent\pentpent\ in111 a happylurpy , kind"JIIJJIIJ" ,. interestinterest-IlItereinterest-
mg

l-ll-
II1g

¬-

ingII1gmg placepltce, SchoolchoolchoolhouldSchoolshouldshould\houldhouldhouldcreJteshouldcreate\ createcreJtecreJte1-
1Ie

create-
lifelite11Ielife , notIIOt IfrU\tratlollfrUtratlollfrustrationrust\ ration I judgejuJgejuJge-
my

judge-

mymy successucce\ucceucceby\ by the( lie responsere\pOIl\erepOIle\ \ ofof-

my
of-

lilymylily studentsstudenb Constantlyomtllltly( ( instantly, IImutIinsistmustmu\tmutinsistmutr-

et11lnd
insis-

tremind
\

remindret11lnd mysellmyself not to equateequate-
succe

equate-
successsuccesssucce with\ Ith conformityconlorl1l1ty andJiltand-

docility
!

docilitydocIllly .
"

ThisTIllS outstandingoutstJndlllg teachertedcher wasWJSWJ-
Schosen

was-

chosenchosen as a representative ofof-

good
of-

goodgood teachingteJchll1g inIII the State ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska through the( he Teacher ol01of01-

Year
of-

YearYear program sponsoredponsored jointlyJOIl1jointly-
by

tlytly-

byby the State Department ofof-

Education
of-

EducationEducation and the NEA/AlaskaNEAAlaskaNEA/AlaNEAAla/ "aa" .

Karen Clark , Alaska'sAlaskas' TeacherTeadlerTeadler-
of

Teacher-
ofof the Year , alongalongwllhalongwithwithwllh thethe-

representatives
the-

representativesrepresentatives of the other 4949-

slates

49-

statesslatesstates , will be considered forfor-

Ihe
for-

thetheIhe National Teacher of thethe-
Year

[ fiefie-

YearYear award .

This program , sponsored byby-

the
by-

thethe National Council of Chief'IllefIllef'Illef-
State

Chief-

State
('State SchoolScllC'olScllCol' Officers , emphaempha-empha-

Slles
empha-

sizes
¬-

sizesSlles teachingteachll1g excellence as bothboth-

an
both-

anan achievementaclllevement andandanan inspiraIIlSplra-IIlSplrainspira-IIlSplra-
tlon

inspira-
tion

¬-

tiontlon lo10to young people interestedIIlterestedIIlterestedI-

II
interested-

ininIII joiningjOlnll1g the professionpflfes) lon .


