
KasiglukKukasi Elders focus onon-

preserving

on-

preMngwaypreservingpreMngwaye.ofeof. way of life
By LouLouise DonhauserDonhauser-
Counesy

Donhauser-
CourtesyCounesyCourtesy C4listaCatista CorporationCorporation-

Kasigluk
Corporation-

KasiglukKasigluk - "PreservePreserve" our wayway-
of

way-
ofof life ," Elders of the Yukon .

KuskokwhnKuskokwim Delta urged at a Ka .

sigluk conferenconferencee.
About 7S75 Elders from the Ca .

lista region gathered in the JaKa{.

sigIuksigluk gymnasium from March 11-

through
1-

throughthrough 3 .,

The Elders spoke in YupikYupik-
which

Yupik-
whichwhichwhichwaswas translated to Eng .

Ushlisp by DaIsy Lamont and Os .

'catcatcai' Kawagley.,

The Elders spoke of the oldold-
Yupik

old-
YupikYupik ways which they feelfeelstillstillstill-
have

still-
havehave value today .,

"TheThe" way of correcting chil .

dren Isn'tIsnt' the same now ," oneone-
Elder

one-
ElderElder said .

Children were never hit in thethe-
face

the-
faceface and they were never startledstartled-
awake

startled-
awakeawake .,

Another FJderElder , Curt Bell ofof-
Hooper

of-
HooperHooper Bay, said he was notnot-
taught

not-
taughttaught to read and write . But hehe-
did

he-
diddid learn survival skills .

"SunSun" shining on ice willwill-

direct
will-

directdirect you to land . FeathersFeathers-
must

Feathers-
mustmust be put underground . OneOne-
day

One-
dayday you may need those feathersfeathers-
for

feathers-
forfor warmwarmththoth-

o"Your
.

"YourYour" snowmachine doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
tell

doesn't-
tell

'
tell you when it will breakbreak-
down

break-
downdown . If you are lost on the tun-tuntun-
dra

tun -.
dra, dig a hole and go in it . WearWear-

mukluks

Wear-

mukluksmukluks on the tundra .,
" BellBell-

said

Bell-

saidsaid .,

While the EldenElders shared theirtheir-
past

their-
pastpast experiences they also dis .

cussed today'stodays' iuuesissues such as eded-
ucation

.

ucation , alcohol and the re .

tention of Yupik names .
When c11drenchildren enter the class .

room the Yupik way should notnot-
be

not-
bebe left behind , said John PeterPeter-
of

Peter-
ofof TTuluksakluksak .

"KidsKids" are going to school andand-
learning

and-
learninglearning Western ways . YupikYupik-
ways

Yupik-
waysways should be included in thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool system ," Peter said .,

He felt the-you-ngtheyoungtheyounger- -
rgenerationgeneration-

should

gen ratinns-
houldshould be included as speakersspeakers-

Continued

speakers-

Continued(Continued on Page Eleven )
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Eliza Chase speaks at the Kasigluk Elders Conference .
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Elders and young perfonnperform at the Kasigluk Elders Conference .

'WeWe' are the shepherd of the youth '
_ _

_ __ u _
_ ,

(ireomPhotos byer Louisew , , ; :. Donhauscr )

(Continued from Page One )

at the conference to creltccreatecreltc-
greater

create-
greater

:
greater impact..

Another issue the Elders dis-disdis-

cussed
dis-

cussed
-

cussed was alcohol..

"IfIf" a father drinks ., the childchild-
learns

child-
learnslearns from the father . If the-
mother

thethe-
mothermother drinks ., there will be nono-
food

no-
foodfood on the table and no cloth-clothcloth-
ing

-.

ing for the children .," said EileenEileen-
Jenkins

Eileen-
JenkinsJenkins .

Alcohol can destroy a family .,

Jenkins said . That is why she isis-

teaching
is-

teachingteaching her youngest through-
love

throughthrough-
lovelove .

UAvoid"AvoidAvoid" strong drink ."," ElderElder-
Jess

Elder-
JessJess Flint said . "UnwedUnwed" mothersmothers-
can

mothers-
cancan be blamed on alcohol.. IfIf-
I

If-
II were to continue to use strongstrong-
drink

strong-
drinkdrink ., what would my life bebe-
like

be-
likelike ?"

On another issue , Elders said

that Yupik landmark namesnames-
should

names-
shouldshould be retained .

"OurOur" lands ., rivers and lakeslakes-

have
lakes-

havehave Yupik names . They shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe posted .,

" said Elder PaulPaul-
Jenkins

Paul-
JenkinsJenkins .

Another Elder said many ofof-
the

of-
thethe place names in the Lower 4848-
were

48-
werewere named by the forefathersforefathers-
ofof Native residents . He said thethe-
same

the-
samesame thing should be done inin-

Alaska

in-

AlaskaAlaska .

While the Elders felt theythey-
should

they-
shouldshould be. respected ., they alsoalso-
said

also-
saidsaid they had a responsibility toto-
teach

to-
teachteach young people .

UBy"ByBy" working together withwith-
the

with-
thethe youth ., we will have a betterbetter-
way

better-
wayway of life today ,

"" said EdEd-
Weis

Ed-
WeisWeis of Tuluksak .,

"TheThe" responsibility is notnot-
alone

not-
alonealone with the youth . The

world is changing . The EldersElders-
have

Elders-
havehave remained silent.. They havehave-

not
have-

notnot carried out the responsi-responsiresponsi-
bility

-

bility of teaching . We are thethe-
shepherd

the-
shepherdshepherd of the young people .

tt"tt-

JamesJames Block added that if thethe-
Elders

the-
EldersElders do not pass on theirtheir-
skills

their-
skillsskills ., then the skills will be for-forfor-
gotten

for-
gotten

-

gotten .

Because many Elders feel thethe-
Jack

the-
lackJacklack of respect , they urgedurged-
young

urged-
youngyoung people to honor theirtheir-
father

their-
fatherfather and mother .

"YouYou" should serve and honorhonor-
your

honor-
youryour parents . Make your parents

happy because without themthem-
you

them-
youyou will handicap yourselves ,

"

said Joe Beaver , an Elder fromfrom-
Goodnews

from-
GoodnewsGoodnews Bay .

The EldersElden went on to dis-disdis-

cuss
dis-

cuss
--

cuss many other topics , such asas-

sharing
as-

sharingsharing, humility , cooperation ,

domestic skills , avoiding conflictconflict-

and

conflict-

andand respect for nature .

The conference was mademade-
possible

made-
possiblepossible through personal donadona-donadona-
tions

-.
tions from Dick UncolnLincoln , a Tu-TuTu-
nunak

Tu-
nunak

--
nunak resident ; Alex Raider ,

.CalistaCalista. Corporation president ;

and GordonCordon Schadt , attorney .

Cities and corporations makingmaking-
donations

making-
donationsdonations were Bethel NativeNative-
Corporation

Native-
CorporationCorporation , Calista Corpora-CorporaCorpora-
tion

Corpora-
tion

-

tion , Chevak Company , City ofof-
Bethel

of-
BethelBethel , City of Tununak , CityCity-
of

City-
ofof Mountain Village , City of StSt..

Mary'sMarys' , City of Napaskiak , Tu-
nunrmiut

Th-ThTuTh-
nunnniut

-

nunnniutnunrmiut Rinit Corporation , Iq-IqIq-Iq--
fijouaqIqfijouaqCompany , Inc . , Kusko-KuskoKusko-
kwim

Kusko-
kwim

--
kwim Valley Native Association ,

Kwik , Inc . , and NunapitchukNunapitchuk-
Umited

Nunapitchuk-
LimitedUmitedLimited .

John Angaiak, general managermanager-
of

manager-
ofof Orutsaram1UitOrutsararmuit Native CouncilCouncil-
of

Council-
ofof Bethel , was the organizer .


