
1980 Native Denali Expedition planned
For at least 10,00010000, years , Alaska Eskimos , IndiansIndians-

and

Indians-

andand Aleuts have admired the beauty and magnificencemagntfmagnificence-

of
cencecence-

ofof the highest mountain on the North AmericanAmerican-

Continent
American-

ContinentContinent.. The Athabascan Indians gave it the namename-

"Denali

name-

"Denali"DenaliDenali" ,, " meaning the "thethe" great one .
"

An Athabascan was among the first successfulsuccessful-
climbers

successful-
climbersclimbers of the mountain . Scores of climberschmber fromfrom-

ethnic
from-

ethnicethnic groups from all over the world scale the mounmoun-moun-

tain

moun-

tain

¬-

tain every year.. But there has never been an orgam/edorgamedorgaOlledorganizedorgaOlled-

expedition
organized-

expedition
/

expedition of Alaska Native peoples to the summit ofof-

Denali

of-

DenaliDenali .

Plans are being made this month for an AlaskaAI lska< NaNa-NaNa-

.tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive.tive. "DenaliDenali" Expedition " duringdunng the spring of 1980 toto-

the
to-

thethe summit of the mountain . In cooperation with aa-

group
a-

groupgroup of prominentprominen t journalists and other associates ofof-

the
of-

thethe newspaper , the Native Denali Expedition has beenbeen-

proposed

been-

proposedproposed by staff members of the Tundra Times"Times"
..

The climb is proposed to begin in late April of thethe-

coming

the-

comingcoming spring , and may be anticipated to last about
25 days , depending upon weather conditions . It isis-

hoped
is-

hopedhoped that members of the expedition would includemcludemclude-

a

include-

aa balanced representation from Alaska Native tribes .

Two Native jounalistsjounal sts from the Tundra TimesTime ,, staffstaff-

writer
staff-

writerwriter Martha Upicksoun and editor Tom Richards ,

Jr . , both Inupiaq Eskimos , have been signed on withwith-

the
with-

thethe expedition .

IIwowo other Natives have alsoal <;o requested to he includII1cIut-II1cIutinclud-II1cIut-

ed
includ-

ed
! ¬-

ed in the party OriginatorsOngmator <; of the expedition propospropopropos-propos-
al

¬-

ala ) hope for two membermembemembers!) of each tribaltnhal group to behchehc-

recrUited

he-

recruitedrecruited by January , when trainingtratnIng is1 <; planned to bebe-bebe-

gin

be-

gin

¬-

gin for those joining the climbclimb-

In

climb-

In

climb-

inIn a;,I* somewhat<;om what ironiclrol1lC yet prudent measuremeJ ure ,. non-nonnon-

Native
non-

Native
non-

Native

-

Native professional mountaineersmountJtneer andandotherandothersothersother) are beingbctngbctng-

requested
being-

requestedrequested to accompany the expedition to turnishfurnishturl1l h lolo-lolo-

gistic

lo-

gistic

¬-

gistic and technical support A minimummll1lmUm ot01of tentell perper-per-

sons
per-

sons

¬-

sons are expected to make the climbclimb-

Professional

climb-

Professional

climb-

ProfessionalProfessional commercial photographers Andy Klam-KlamKlarn-KlarnKlam-

ser
Klam-

ser
Klarn-

ser

-

ser and RobRoh Stapleton , of Stapleton/KlamscrStapletonKlamscrStapleton/KlmnserKlmnserStapletonKlamscrStapleton/Stapleton / Klamscr andanJ AsAs-AsAs-

sociates

As-

sociates

¬-

sociates will joinjom the expedition to provide photographotogra-photogra-
phic

photogra-
phic

¬-

phic coverage of the event.. Stapleton climbed thethe-

mountain
the-

mountainmountain last spring with IditarodIdltarod mushers Joe Red-RedRed-

dington
Red-

dington
Red-

dington
-

dington , Sr . and Susan Butcher , and the late , famedfamed-

mountaineer
famed-

mountaineermountaineer Ray GenetGenet-

Native

Genet-

NativeNative healthhealthexpertsexperts are beingbemg requested to assist inIn-

planning
in-

planningplanning the expedition . Traditionally prepared andand-

preserved
and-

preservedpreserved Native foods are anticipated to provideprovIde-

aa major part of the climbers ' diet TheTile expedition alsoalso-

plans
also-

plansplans to plant a Native-designedNativedesignedNative1esignedNative-Native1esigned--<- "DenaliDenali" " flag at thethe-

summit
the-

summitsummit in support of the proposal that the mountainmountain-
bebe officially known by its originalongmal Native name ,

rather than by its "MtMt" .. McKmleyMcKInley " designation .


