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- (Contihued from Page Nine)

" Yet, Native are increasingly be-
coming more of a minority in
the population of Alaska, even
though they are still the major-
ity in the areas in which the
live. Thus, the political strengt!
to influence policy is constantly
being eroded.

Consideration is being given to
develoment of local political en-

tites organized under Alaska law,
with broad municipal, home-rule
powers. The North Slope Bor-
ough on the arctic slope of Alas-
ka is an excellent example of
the application of state law
to effect local political self-
determination.

The : Borough has made great
progress in achieving local con-
trol over the educational system,
and to provide for development
of vital community services and
facilities, and to exercise control
over economic activity through
utilization of zoning authority.
It has been thwarted in some
respects in its efforts to win self-
determination for its citizens
and improve the quality of life,
and to exercise constitutionally
fuaranleed powers. The state
egislation has imposed limita-
tions on the Borough’s ability to
tax the oil industry, a restriction
without similar precedent in

The Corps of Engineers’ Alaska District Office is preparing a Draft Supplemental ‘

{ Environmental Impact Statement concerning the Tanana River levee in the Fair- |
banks flood control project.
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state governmental history.! -

In response to concerns from
villagers about protection of lo-
cal cultures and lifestyles (inclu-
-ding preservation of subsisterice
resources), the Borough has de-
veloped a comprehensive arctic
coastal zone management plan
to govern development in the
area. It faces strong opposition
from the oil industry, and po-
tential defusion by state author-
ities.

Other efforts to minimize or
contain the threats against
Native organization of resource
management entities. The Alaska
Eskimo Whaling Commission
?AEWC) is such an example. Ef-
orts to halt the Inupiaq whaling
culture and tradition have been
motivated largely be interna-
tional political and economic in-
terest, and to a great extent by
emotional reaction from the
fringes of environmental and an-
imal protectionist groups (who
fail to recognize the human ele-
ment as a valid link in the arc-
tic ecos; stem?l.

The AEWC has countered such
activity through development of
original and significant data a-
bout the status of the resource,
and through imposition of self-
regulation based upon the exper-
tise of the leaders of the Inupiaq
whaling culture.
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| A" similar "approach is being ~ Arctic:
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Walrus Commission. The Walrus:
Commission is advocating forap- :pik an

plication ‘of management exper-
tise of Natives after it has be-

.come apparent that other man-

?Femen_t p'Pproaches have failed.
he Pacific walrus is severely
over-gqpulated threatening the
well-being of that species as well
as the entire ecosystem of the
region.)

The state legislature has provi-
ded some funds for the activities
of both the whaling and walrus
commissions. Other similar ap-
proaches, recognizing local ex-
pert knowledge of the resource,
are being developed for such re-
sources as Bering Sea fisheries.

This will provide a very brief
summary  of  circumstances
which present threats to cul-
tural survival of Native peoples
in Alaska, and a brief description
of efforts which are being ex-
pended to counter such threats.

Now I wish to address the
question, presented in the back-
ground paper for this confer-
ence, with regard to identifi-
cation of peoples who belon,
to indigenous “arctic cultures
in the United States (Back-
ground Paper by Sami Instituht-
ta for Unesco Expert Meeting on

The EIS will address several possible levee extension plans, one requiring crossing |
ariver channel, and another not involving construction in the water. I

Installation of groins (structures built out into the river to direct flow) also is con- |

| sidered in the flood and erosion control plan. One concept involves 13-groins, 2,000 |
to 6,000 feet long, at intervals along the levee. Another would require using 15 |
shorter groins plus two slough blockages.

at all. The EIS will address the impacts, good and bad, of all alternatives.

Persons and organizations desiring to comment on these aspects of completion §
of the flood control project.should communicate with the District Oftice, Box 7002,
Anchorage, 99510, by November 30.

NOTICE

JOINT FEDERAL/STATE
BEAUFORT SEA

OIL AND GAS LEASE SALE
(State of Alaska Competitive
Oil and Gas Lease Sale No. 30)

The Final Joint Federal/State Notice of Sale, specifying the exact description of
the lands offered for lease, the location and time of the sale, and the applicable
terms, conditions and sale procedures ahs been issued jointly by the Commission-

er of Natural Resources, State of Alaska, and the United States Secretary of the
Interior.

Copies of this Final Notice, which has been published in the Federal Register, are

now available.

For more information and copies of the Final Notice, please contact:

The Department of Natural Resources

Division of Minerals and

Alaska OQuter Continental

Shelf Office
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iberian. Yupik
¢ considered ‘an. “arc-

b
itic people.”. Tt is -my recom-

‘mendation that, for the purposes
‘of any future deliberations, con-
‘sultations, confererice, and pro-
{efts or programs related to

nesco’s activity .in arctice -cul-
‘tural studies, that the ’Alaska

Inuit be considered as an arctic

‘people.

1t is my further recom-
mendation that the rest of the
Alaska Native population be
considered as “culturally-rela-
ted” with arctic peoples, and
therefore eligible for inclusion
in Unesco’s activities related to
arctic cultural studies. By the
Ehrase, “the rest of the Alaska

ative population,” I mean to
describe tribal groups other than
Inuit to include Athabascan and
Tlingit and Haida and Tsimpshi-
an Indian tribal groups, Eyak In-
dians and Chugach Eskimos, and
Aleuts, and any other tribal
group of Alaska recognized as

*Alaska Native” by the United
States.

I believe the description pro-
vided above is within the intent
as expressed by the chief part-
icipants of the Unesco Expert
Meeting on Arctic Cultural
Studies held in Paris, Fance in
August, 1978. The Final Report
for those proceedings, Page
3, Secion 8, makes provision
for recognition of arctic cul-
tures. The Final Report also re-

izes that “Some of the ‘Arc-
tic’ people live in sub-Arctic
regions without losing the main
traits of Arctic cultures, and
they identify themselves as rela-
ted to Arctic people with simi-
larities in the field of cultures,
languages and social system.”

My recommendation, I believe,
falls within the intent of that
statement. It is also made in the
absense of any legal definition
issued by the United States, to
the best of my knowledge, for
“arctic peoples.”

Specific recommendations with
regard to the future direction
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of projects undertaken from this
effort, ‘and to the ‘theme of any
such prog'ct! and to ﬁ}e con-
duct and._sfructure - of suc
projects or ‘activites, will be pre-
sented during the course of our
deliberations during the confer-
ence, ..

Lshpeclfic' ‘recommendation
is for the issuance of an invita-
tion to the Inuit Circumpolar
Conference (ICC) in the plan-
ning of future projects and ac-
tivities which may be underta-
ken in the realm of arctic cultu-
ral studies by Unesco. There are
several reasons why I believe the
participation of this organization
should be arranged.

First, the Inuit Circumpolar
Conference is the first effort by
arctic peoples themselves to or-
ganize to consider issues (in-
cluding cultural development
and preservation) which affect
them. Secondly, the benefit of
the expertise of the ICC would
be valuable in contirbuting to
any arctic. cultural considera-
tions undertaken under the
Unesco “umbrella.” Thirdly, the
individuals and leaders who are
among the recognized members
of the ICC are principles in the
circumpolar ‘ cimmunity  and
would be able to greatly assist
with informing their populations
of the arctic cultural studies
effort and arranging their in-
volvement. .

In concjusion, I am encouraged
b?' this attention to the pro-
hlems of the arctic cultures. The
external pressures on arctic

eoples are enormous. ‘This ac-
ivity, utilizing the offices of
Unesco, offers an opportunity
for closer cooperation and com-
munication among arctic peoples
about cultural development, as
well as discussion of common is-
sues and problems.

The international community
has a moral responsibility, if not
a legal one, to allow arctic cul-
tures to pursue their own cul-
tural, economic and political de-
velopment at their own sche-
dule and to be left undisturbed
in the enjoyment of their life-
styles.
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