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Editorial -
Setting the RulesRulesI-

n

, \

In some ways , Natives in Alaska have faredfaredwellwellwellunderunder U.SUS.. . adminadmin-admin-

IstratIOn

admin-

istration

-

istration . Their cultures are basically'basically'
intact , although we can'tcant' telltell-

how
teltel-

how

l

how long they may stay this waywwayy , given the current course of eventseventevent-
Unlike

.

Unlike many other arctic regions , where . the means of peoplespeoples'lpeoplesl' liveliliveli-

hoods
veli-veliveli-

lIoods

¬-

hoodslIoods are preserved in museums and institutions , Alaska villages areare-

the
arar-

the

,
the stronghold of some of the last active hunting cultures in thethe-

world
thth-

world
e

world .. Given present politiespoliciespoli ies , or the lack of such , neither can we telltell-

how
toto-

how
il

how long this situtation may persist..

In the absence of a clearly-statedclearlystatedclearly.statedclearlystated-. national or international policypolicy-

onon the arctic , confusion and controversy and conflict reignfeign supremesupreme-

inin10 Alaska . ThisTlus is evident in the agony over land-uselanduseland.uselanduse-. policies , includinclud-includ-

109

includ-

ing

¬-

ing109 subsistence . There is an absence of coordinated planning and acac-acac-

tivity

¬.-

tivitytlVlty for resource development questions , such as development ofof-

off.shore
oo-

offshore
f

off-shoreoffshoreoff.shoreoffshore-. oil011od reservesreserves in the Beaufort and Bering Seas and in otherotheother-
Alaskan

othe-

Alaskan
r

Alaskan waters . Education policypo icy is disjointed , adapted loosely fromfrom-

models
frofro-

models
m

models from other regions of the world , with meek bilingual1ilingual? andand-

bic
anan-

bicultural
d

biculturalbic ltural programs tacked on as an afterthoughtafterthought . Severe externalexternal-
pressures

externextern-
pressurespressures weigh heavily on locallocalandand original populations ]); as demondemonJdemon-
strated

*',

stratedstratedinin10 such issues as bowhead whale and walrus traditions , in thethe-

fur
the-

furfur seal harvest , and confused game management policies . Ignorance19horance19horance-

prevalls
Ignorance-

prevailsprevailsprevalls of needs for economic self-sufficiencyselfsufficiency- , as in lack of attenatten-atten-
tion

¬.-
tion given to requirements ofofvillagevillage corporations . There is also greatgreat-

Ignorance

great-

ignoranceignorance of the need for political self-determinationselfdetermination-- , with constantconstant-
threats

constant-
threatsthreats to home rule powers of such entities as the North Slope BorBor-Bor-

ough
Bor-

ough
¬-

ough
oughPerhaps

Perhaps the most cruel evidence of the problem is the lack ofof-

pnde
oo-

pride
f

pridepnde inIJ1 arctic cultures , and the lack ofofmeaningfulmeaningful commitment toto-

cultural
to-

culturalcultural development and preservationpreservatiqn . Other northern nationsnationnations-
take

nation-
take

s
take great pride in original peoples . In the United States , the north-northnorth-
em

north-
ern

north-
em

-

emern Native cultures are more often considered a blight on the councoun-coun-

try
coun-

try
¬-

try . It is often a given assumption that the original cultures are toto-

disappear
tt-

disappear
o

disappear in the transition which occurs during the meeting of culcuIcul-cul-

tures
¬.-

tures .,. How many times , and in how many issues , has the phrase "NaNa"Na-"Na-

tive

" ¬.-
tive problem " appeared in this country ??

Not only do other northern nations take pride in the existenceexistence-
and

existence-
andand promotion of original cultures and peoples , a commitment jsjs-

made
11-

made
s

made in terms of policy and financialfinancial support . Concrete efforts ofof-
national

oo-

national
f

national programs , backed by substantial funding , and under locallocal-

Native
local-

NativeNative control and direction , are found in every other northern nana-nana-

tion
¬.-

tion .. Canada supports Native electronic and print media , and subsisubsi-subsi-

dizes
subsi-

dizes
¬-

dizes artistic expression . Greenland has its Inuit Institute , DenmarkDenmarDenmark-
supports

Denmar-
supports

k

supports an Institute of Eskimology , and the Scandanavian countriescountriecountries-
underwrite

countrie-
underwrite

s
underwrite the Sami Institute . In the Soviet Union , government as-asas-

suance
asas-

suance
-.

suance is given that Native languages are officially-recognizedofficiallyrecognized- and inin-

primary
ii-

primary
n

primary use in the arctic republics . These countries , though , areare-

negligent
asas-

negligentnegligent as the United States in forcing economic development prespres-pres-

sures
¬.-

sures to become sensitive to original cultures and peoples ' desires .

In a more subtle , yet equally effective manner , northern NativeNativNative-

cultures
Nativ-

cultures
e

cultures are being as ruthlessly destroyed as Indian tribes in AmericaAmericAmerica-
werewere in the last century by overt military action . Something must bebe-

done
bb-

done
e

done soon to recognize the right of these cultures to remain alive onon-

this
on-

thisthis earth . A culture which persists only in museums and institutionsinstitutioninstitutions-
is

institution-
is

s
is a dead culture , and a vanished treasure of humanity .

This country , and the internationalinternationalcommunitycommunity , needs an arcticarctic-
policy

arctic-
policypolicy to govern all types of development , and a policy which recogrecog-recog-
nizes

recog-
nizes

¬-

nizes human tradition and activity to be central . Pride in the culturesculturecultures-
we

culture-
we

s
we have should be encouraged , not destroyed . A commitmentcommitment-
should

commitment-
shouldshould te'bebe' made to promote , preserve and naturally develop the oror-

iginal
*.

iginal cultures . Even basic observation of declarations of the UnitedUnited-
NatIons

UniteUnite-
Nations

d
Nations of human rights and the rights of minorities would help .

Some will say it is too late for this effort to be made . Yet , we sussus-sus-

pect
¬.-

pect that many in villages , wanting to remainrem n close to the chosenchosen-
ways

chosechose-

ways
n

ways of their people , wouldwouldwelcomewelcome relief fromfrom the awesome prespres-pres-

sures

¬.-
.-

sures of destruction .


