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WATER , WATER ,. WATER - One of the games Tanana Chiefs Conference swimming instructor JoshJooh; WeiserWei\erWeier\ usedlI\cdlIcdlIcd-

this

used-

this
\

this summer to get kids ready for a swimming lesson was to get them muddy , hot andandrCddyandreadyreadyrCddy lorfor thethc water.. TheseThe\lThelThese-

young
\'

young Athabascans near Rampart , havinghavingseeminglyseeminglyseeminglycrossedcrossed Death ValleyValleycrawlingcrawlingcrawlingalongalongalongonon their belliesbl'lIicbllIic' , seemseem-

anxious
cell1cell-

1anxiousanxious to jump into a cool Yukon eddyeddyandandandgetget on with the lessonles on . Accidental drowningdrowningIdrowningisisI a leadingIcadll1gIcadll1gcallleadingcausecausecall !> c ofofof-

death

of-

deathdeath for young people in Alaska . The Tanana Chiefs Conference and the Camp Fire GirlsGirl !> arearc two organizationsorgarllzatlorhorgarllzatlorh-

working
organizations-

workingworkingworkingtoto reverse the grim statisticsstatisticsJOSH. -JOSHJOSH-JOSII WEISER PHOTOGRAPH

TeachingTefrehing itidskids how to swim along the Yukon
By JOSH WEISERWEISER-

"Come

WEISER-

"Come"ComeCome" in ! " was the roar thatthat-

wenl
that-

wentwentwenl through the log cabin doordoor-

tn

door-

inintn response to my three knocks .

'WelcomeWelcome"Welcome'""' to Rampart , young

feller.. Have a seat and belch outout-

the
out-

thethe good news ! "
"I'mIm" ' here , isn'tisnt' that goodgood-

enough
good-

enoughenough ? "
"WellWell" , I can hardly celebratecelebrate-

until
celebrate-

untiluntil I know who you are and

what you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e' up to Dani1DamDarnDarnI 1I MyMy-

prpe

My-

pipepipeprpe wentwen toutout againagam you got aa-

match
a-

matchmatch '?"' "

Sourdough Jacklack they calledcalled-
him

called-
himhim He'dHed'' firslfirst come to RampartRampart-

Inin 1918 . In years past , he was a

gold minermmel , aJ trappertl Jppel.,. he cutcut-

wood
utut-

woodwood lortOIfor the steam-shipssteamshipssteanHhlp- ,. he'sheshehe's-

fished

'\
fishedf shed the Yukon ,. builtburlt tisli-tislifish-fishtisli-

wheels
fish-

wheels
fish-

wheels
-

wheels and.11101110. log cabinsCJblns ,. lie'slieshe'sheshe '
aJJ-

storyteller
a-

storytellerstoryteller ( of the thirdtlmo kindkino )) .

( See YUKON , Page 9)9)
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Yukon mud-bathsmudbaths-- ticare all a part of the fun .
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A young life may be spared from the grim statistics .
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Swimming skills are vital in everyday life on the Yukon .
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This winter , salmon strips will help bring back memories of thethe-

Yukon
the-

YukonYukon summer ..

teteachinge.. kids how"otot" to swim8tel. -
Doing the Yukon summer thing

Photographs by JOSH WEISER

((Continued from Page 1)11)-

old

1)-

old

)

old Jack did itII all and in hishIs-

words
his-

wordswords , "AllAll" my life , I'veIve'' beenbeen-

dOIng
been-

doingdoing the Yukon Thing WhatWhat-

else
What-

elseelse is there to do in this councoun-
try

coun-
try'stry7try'strystry ?' But , I'llIll'' tell you , eacheach-

summer
each-

summersummer the Yukon does itsits-

thing
its-

thingthing andandcouldcouldcouldcarecare less aboutabout-
your

about-
youryour life or mine It'sIts' no riverflver toto-

fool
to-

foolfool around with . Before you gogo-

out
go-

outout onto that river , you have toto-

think
to-

thinkthink first about what you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e' dodo-do-

ing

¬.-

ing . I ask myself ,. 'DoDo' 1I havehave-

enough
have-

enoughenough gas9gas ? What is the condicondi-condi-
tion

¬.-

tion of my boat7boatboat?" Do I have aa-

paddle
a-

paddle9paddle9paddle? Should I take some grubgrub-
along

grub-
alongalong9along? What is the weather like9like'slikeslIkelike's-

Am

"'

Am I likely to hit large waves9waves'1waves1waveswaves'1-

Do

"'

Do I have matches9matches? ' I ask myselfmyseltmyselt-
all

myself-
allall kindslunds ot01of questions .. TheseThese-
days

These-
daysdays , a lot of young people dodo-

not
do-

notnot ask such questionsquestons! TheyThey-
take

They-
taketake the riverflver for granted SomeSome-
will

Some-
willwill even take on the riverfiver whilewillIewillIe-

they're
while-

they'rethey'retheyre' half-shothalfshothalf.shothalfshot-. ! So it doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-

surpnse
doesn't-

surprise

'

surprisesurpnse me that each summer ,.

people drown in the big 'YukYuk' ! '

The river took six this summer .,
"

That'sThats' when I piped up andand-

said

and-

saidsaid , "SaySay" , that'sthats''' why I'mIm''' here !!

I'mIm'' going to .

."
He raised his hand indicatingindicating-

that
indicating-

thatthat I should hold my tonguetongue-
"I

tongue-
"I"II" know you'reyoure' a swimmingswunmmg teatea-teatea-

cher
¬.-

cher I listen to KJNP and theythey-
told

they-
toldtold me all about it You workwork-

for
work-

forfor Tanana Chiefs in FairbanksFairbanks-

and
Fairbanks-

andand this is the second yearyear-
they've

year-
they'vethey'vetheyve' been teaching people toto-

swim

to-

swimswim . You'veYouve' just come fromfrom-
Beaver

from-
BeaverBeaver where you taught for twotwo-

weeks

two-

weeksweeks , and before that you werewere-
in

were-
inin Huslia for two weeks . In Hus-HusHus-

lia
Hus-

lia

-.

lia , you swam in aa. clear wateiwatelwatel-
lake

watei-
lakelake located about four milesmiles-

outside
miles-

outsideoutside of town There was aa-

loon
a-

loonloon that lived on the lake , andand-

each
and-

eacheach day that beautiful birdbird-

helped
bird-

helpedhelped you teach those kids . TheThe-

water
The-

waterwater was sometimes on the coldcold-
side

cold-
sideside , but you always had a firefire-

going

fire-

goinggoing that gave your kids salmonsalmon-
legs

salmon-
legslegs .

"
"NowNow"" wait a minutenHnute , how dodo-

you
do-

youyou know all these details ? HowHow-

could
How-

couldcould you have known that . . .-

n
n.
"

"HoldHold" your mouth , boy ! " hehe-

yelled
he-

yelledyelled , sitting up suddenly as ifIf-

ready
if-

readyready for an assault upon mymy-

curly
my-

curlycurly hair "I'mIm"'' not through

reading your mindmmd "

At this last statementstatement.I\lstatement.Ilstatement.IstatementIl., Imhis\ !. serserI-

OUS

ser-

iousicusIOUS expression instantlymstantIy transtram-tramtrans-tram-
fanned

trans-
formed

¬-

formedfanned itself intomto a roar otofof-

laughter
of-

laughterlaughter I was gettinggettmg nervousnervous-
Nevertheless

nervous-
NeverthelessNevertheless ,. he continued withwith-

Ius
with-

hishisIus amazinglyama7Jnglyama7ingly accurate mindmmdmmd-
reading

mind-
readingreading . "InIn" addition to swimSWlll1SWlll-

1mIng

swim-

mingming , you taught first-aidfirstaid- andand-

boat
and-

boatboat safety On your oft-timeofttimeoft -. tIme ,.

you taught games for allaUaUagesallagesagesages-

from
ages-

fromfrom allalloverover the world YouYou-

even
You-

eveneven had a drama class wherewhere-
your

where-
youryour kids learned ways of tellingtelhngtelhng-
and

telling-
andand actingactmg out stonesstories , legends ,

folktales andandvLllageandvillagevillagevLllage history AtAt-

ter
At-

terter two weeks ,. you picked youryour-
fanny

your-
fannyfanny up and flew itII to BeaverBeaver-
where

Beaver-
wherewhere you diddIdaa repeat of Hus-HuslIus-lIusHus-

lia
lIus-

ha
Hus-

ha
-

liaha Ah , butbul not in a clear waterwater-
lake

water-
lakelake and without the aidaidojaidofotojof aa-

loon

a-

loonloon You swam in a sillysIlty YukonYukon-
eddy

Yukon-
eddyeddy Still you had your fireretirettire-

and

re-

andand
and"HOLD

"

"HOLDHOLD" IT '' HOLD ONON-

THERE
ON-

THERETHERE FOR ONFONE-ONEONESECOND- SECOND ,.

YUKON JACK , PLFASt-PLFAStPLEASE'"PLFASt-
Sweat

PLf ASE-ASEASE-

Sweat
-- "

(Sweat was rollingrollmg down mymy-

brow
my-

browbrow ) How did you know allJIIJII-

thIs

all-

this9this9thIs ? You weren'twerent' there Why ,.

I'veIve''' just met you1you ' "
With a Cheshire Cat smile ,. hehe-

replied
he-

repliedreplied . "WeWe" old people have aa-

few

a-

fewfew trickstflcks which youthyouthcannotcannotcannot-
comprehend

cannot-
comprehendcomprehend LetLeI s lust| ust say that II-

'caught

I-

'caught'caughtcaught' the wind ' and leave it atJtJt-

tha
itit-

thatthattha t...
"

As I turned for the door ., JackJack-
yelled

Jack-
yelledyelled out one last comment ,

'JoshJosh"Josl\"JoslJosl"Josh"Joslyou""' \ , you come back after youyou-

recover
you-

recoverrecoverecoverr from meetmgmemeetmgmeeting me OK '*)' "

I nodded yes and passedpassed-
through

passed-
throughthrough the doordoor-

Man
door-

Man
door-

ManMan ! Did I have goose-bumpsgoosebumpsgoosebumps-
over

-

over every square inch of mymy-

body
my-

bodybody . A little boyboywhIzzedwhizzed byby-

on
by-

onon his shiny blue bike and yelledyelled-
back

yelled-
backback over his left shouldershouJde r ,

"YouYou"" look sickslckf'"""
After refilling my mouth withwith-

another
with-

anotheranother dip of Copenhagen ,. mymy-

face
my-

faceface found its normalnonnalnonnalcolornormalcolorcolor and II-

was

I-

waswas ready to find the pulse ofof-

Rampart
of-

RampartRampart ,, to discover the peoplepeople-
with

people-
withwith whom I was to live and toto-

teach
to-

teachteach swimmingswunming for the nextnexnext-
three

(

three weeksweeks-
Walking

weeks-
Walkmg

weeks-
WalkingWalkingWalkmg back towards the vilvIIvil-vilvil-

lage

¬.-

lage , I had the warm feelingfeelmgfeelmg-

inside
feeling-

insideinside that it was goinggomg to be anan-

excitmg
an-

excitingexcitingexcitmg and busy three weeks


