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By NEIL DAVISDAVIS-

During

DAVIS-

DuringDuring the summer salmon runs , fishermen by thethe-
hundreds

the-
hundredshundreds line the banks neafneat the junction of the MooseMoos-
eandKenaiRivers

Moose-
andandKenaiRiversand ;, Kenai ;: Rivers . Now called Sterling , this used to bebe-

Naptowne
be-

NaptowneNaptowheNaptowne . Naptowne nowadays is1s the name of a smallsmaIlsmaIl-
suburb

small-
suburbsuburb just west of Sterling .

Where did this curious name Naptowne come from ?
Did someone stop for a short-shortshortrest-., rest once , or did someonesomeone-
named

someone-
namednamed Sam Nap settle here years ago?

Another , more elaborateelliborate , possibility is that NapNap-Nap-
towne

Nap-
towne

¬-

towne was named after its early inhabitants : EskimosEskimos-
who

Eskimos-
whowho occupied the coastal area of southern Alaska as farfar-

east
far-

easteast as ControllerController Bay , east of Cordova ., Sometime notnot-
long

not-
longlong before prehistoric times , Alaskan Eskimos expandexpand-expand-
ed

¬-.
ed inland to occupy fishing sites held by Athabascan InIn-InIn-

dians
In-

dians
¬-

dians and which , again ,. many years later , were held byby-

Indians
by-

IndiansIndians .

It seems probable that the Eskimos occupied thethe-

MooseKenai
the-

MooseKenaiMoose-KenaiMooseKenai- river junction before the area was re-rere-

occupied
re-

ccupied
re-

occupied
-

occupiedccupied by the Tanaina Indians during the last twotwo-
hundred

two-
hundredhundred years . Evidently the early Russian contactcontact-
soso decimated the Eskimos that they lost land to thethe-
less.affected

the-
lessaffectedless-affectedlessaffectedless.affectedlessaffected-. Indians .

The finaltmalfinal bit of conjecture is that Naptowne is dede-dede-

rived
de-

rived
¬-

rived from theUle 'EskimoEskimo' word "napnap" " or "napanapa" " whichwhich-
means

which-
meansmeans "mm'"*'manymany' ny trees " or 'forestforest"forest'" ' .. " Thus in the Kus-KusKus-

kokwim
Kus-

kokwim
Kus-

kokwim
-

kokwim region Napamute meant people of the forest .

Variations of the name "NapaNapa" " have been attached toto-

various
to-

variousvarious locations of the Kuskokwim , and there is one ,

Napaimute , located on the south shore of IliamnaIliamna-
Lake

Iliamna-
LakeLake , across; s C&okCokCbokC & ok Inlet not far west of Naptowne.. .,

So perhaps the EskimoEskimos;$ who lived at Sterling werewere-
known

were-
known

.
known as peoples of the forest or "napasnapas'"""napasnapas" " and thatthat-

isis how Naptowne got its name .

Geologist have applied the name Naptowne to thethe-

last
the-

lastlast of the five Pleistocene gladationsglaciations that affectedaffected-
the

affected-
thethe Matanuska and Cook Inlet areas . The NaptowneNaptowne-
glaciation

Naptowne-
glaciationglaciation ended about SSOO5500 years ago ; its morainesmoraines-
extend

moraines-
extendextend out westward from the Kenai Mountains as farfar-

as

far-

asas the present-daypresentday- location of Naptowne .
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