Googie blends traditional with modern world

By BILL HESS
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As she st
-skin parka beneath hot tele
vision lights, outgoing Queen
Googie Glazier epitomized the
blending of an ancient sub
sistence culture with an on
rushing modern world, A sec
ond vear student in business
administration at the
sily of Alaska at Fairbanks
Glazier had tanned and smoked
the moose-skin which made he
parka herselt, along with some
help from her mothe
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Fhis mixtare of old culture
and neéw technology was most
appropriate, lor Googie be
lieves thatl the subsistence cul
ture and the
must advance side by side ino
the future, or much of value
will be Jost

“I think the ITajo
concern of Native people today
15 preserving their culture,”
she had explained earlier from
the lobby of the dorm in which
she and the contestants who
were hoping to replace her as
queen were staying. Here, she
wore 4 sleek pants outfit,
in  which she would have
looked fashionable and sharp
in the heart of New York City.

“I feel a lot of it is slip-
ping away as the older people
are dying. The younger people
aren't keeping it all.”

Yet, said Glazier, much is
being done to keep the tradi-
tions alive. “There are classes
i school which are being
taught by village people. Lan
guage. Cultural enrichment.”
Although she speaks with fine
Enghsh and radiates a poise
which would be appreciated in
just about any group, Natjve
or otherwise, Glazier claims the
litestyle as her

modern  world
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“l have grown up with Ma-
tive culture,” she stressed
“With subsistence hunting,
berry picking, beading, with
the songs and dances, and
many of the other traditional
ashe has heard firsi
hand what the elders have 1

Customs,

say, hopes (o learn more {ron
them, and then to teach ¥
those coming up behind hes
Although she can not speak
the Atlabascan
ently.  Glazier
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Certainly, the traditiona

lothing which Glazier wore to
win her title and then as Queen
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itestyle. Not only did she do
the tanning, beading, and sew
ng, bul her brother, Tim, shot
the moose from which the
hide came. The entire outfil
wias trimmed in beaver, the
rults of the parka were made
of woll, and the mukluks were
sewn by Lily Northway, wife
of  traditional Chief Walter
Northway

“In our village of Northway,
we have a store, and we go
we still turn
back 1o our traditional ways
We hunt, we fish, we have the
potlateh.”

Some opponents of Alaska -
subsistence law claim village
people do not need the prior
ity, saying that Native cor
porations supposedly have lots
of money and village people
can get along just fine by
going to the store like every
Hud‘_r else

the mowvie, bt

Mot so, said Glazier. Native
corporalions must Keep re-in-
vesling their EAIMINGS D 11y
and build themselves up, and
individual  stockholders  see
little if refurming
in. Without that

any money
subsistence

fare, many would not be able
to afford much nutritious food
at all

Besides, Glazier stresses, sub
sistence 1’8 much than
just hunting and fishing. “It's
been our way of life for hun
dreds and hundreds of years

more
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Glazier has not decided what
she wants to do with her life
once she is finished with col
lege. She feels she would prob
ably like to lind work which
would allow her to “help with
my corporation.”

she & certain she will stay
in Alaska, and she is certain
her reign as Miss WEID will
help. “When | was first asked
o run, my first words were,
‘are you crazy? | was very
shy . . . being queen has really
brought me out of my shell.”
Glazier  gained  confidence
through speaking to crowds of
people, and by modeling her
traditional clothing before the
£y es 01 many.

Besides appearing at WEID
evenis, Glazier won the talent
award during the National Con-
gress of American Indians pag-
eant, altended the Festival of

‘MNative Arts as a VIP, handed

out the medals for Native
sports during the Arctic Winter
(Games, spoke at Native Youth
Leadership Conference in An-
chorage and participated with
the Mative Dress Review,

“I'd like to encourage other
Mative girls to enter, It has

really Helped me. It has opened
my eyes (0 Native issues "
Before, Glazier says she was
unaware of just who many of
the MNative leaders were, and
the did nol KEnow there was an
NCOAL, advocating for all the
Native peoples of Alaska and
the Lovwer 48
I'he response from others
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people will tell me
very proud of me for bemig
Queen, and they encourage me
Litle kids will say,

Queen? What't it like? Older
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Outgoing Queen, Googie Glazier

people will smile and shake
my hand."”

Pageant coordinator Ardrey
Armstrong |'|r.u:u.'d (o larzier an
one of the best Jueens ever,
and hopes to help her enter
mare pageants, perhaps includ
me Miss  Alaska,  Armstrong
Glazier  has  excellem

chances of winming
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