Miss WEIO plans space-age future

A yOung who has
sarticipated in subsistence ac

woman

livities such as berry picking
and clam digging and hopes to
ome day work for the National
AEroapace
-"Ilr'IF'l||1L"

selecled the

Administration as a
scientist, has been
1982 Miss World
Eskimo Indian Olympics

Paula Vivian White, an |8
year-0ld graduate of East An
chorage High School, was
chosen 10 wear the ivory and
bone crown of Miss WEID by
judges who had to question her
and the first runner-up three
times before making the difli-
cult decision of who
wear the crown

would

I'he firsl runner-up was a vi-
vacious young Apache woman
[rom the White Mountain Kes

Lueen Paula White and her court. Left to right is Pauline Harvey, Miss Congeniality ; Rose Abraham, second runner-up;

ervation in Arizona, Jo Ann
“Oni” Benally

Second runner-up ‘was Miss
CINA, Rose Abraham, and
Miss Congentality, the
voled upon by the contestanis
was given o Paula Harvey of
Kotzebue.

The judges had a difficult
time in deciding whom w0
award the title to because both
Miss White and Benally were
expert in knowledge of their
culture according lo one judge.

Miss White said that before
the announcement of winner,
the judges told all contestants
that there had been a fie
but, the judges didn't say
which place the tie was lor.

Miss White and Miss Ben-
ally were called out and each

award

asked, "Who is president and
vice president of the World Es
kimo Olympics? “We answer-
ed the same, word for word "
said Miss White

Once again they were called
out and this time were asked,
“What is the most important
issue facing your people and
culture today? Miss Benally s
answer is not known but Miss
White answered “subsistence.”

“I said | feel it is important
because when you take subsis-
tence away you take away part
of our culture, Whalmg, fishi:
ing, hunting, because that’s
what our ancestors lived ofl
of "

Miss White said that although
she knows the mportance ol

her subsistence heritage sht

LT
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Paula, JoAnn Benally, first runner-up, and Anna Pickett, Miss Tundra Times.

sometimes has difficully prac
ticing it because she lives b
the urban wrea of Anchorage
“especially my Flingit her
lage.”

But not being able 1o fish
as much as her ancestors did,
had not kept her from partici-
pating in things that make her
and others aware of her hen-
tage.

Miss White is a member of
the National American Indian
Youth Association which this
spring organized the first An-
nual American Indian Youth
Leadership Conference;, she
was vice-president of the Easi
Anchorage High School Na
tive Culture Club, and is a
continuing member of the Na-

e y
e

PHOTOS BY BILL HESS

tive Dress Review in Anchor-
age. '

The Native Dress Review is
an organization ol young Na-
tive students who learn to
make thelr traditional clothes
and model them for any or-
ganization which is interested.
The Dress Review is guided
and supervised by Audrey Am-
brose Armstrong Who c0OT-
dinates the Miss WEIO compe-
tition,

Miss White says she is ac-
tive in these organizations
because of her deep love
for her Native people. “To
represent the Eskimo and In-
dian people in something like
this really touches my heart. |
just love my Mative people and
I hope | do a good job repre-
senting them.”

She says that during her
reign as Miss WEIO she hopes
to be able to “lel young people
know thal being an Eskimo or
an Indian is something to be
proud of. That 1 very Impor-
tant. Be pioud of who you
are and where wvou came
from.”

She said she hopes to travel
(o Southeast Alaska this sum-
mer Lo work in a lish cannery
and o participate in
ol her people's celebrations

After that, she will attend
college at the University ol
Oregon majoring 0 compuler
science.

She chose thal major be
cause “| did a study of research
in the areas of study and felt
the thing 10 get into is compu
ter sciénce becausé my strong
point is mathematics.”

She comes by that sirength
naturally, Her father is a cwil
engineer in Anchorage and has
worked as-a Land Law Exam-
Iner

sOome

Who could be so bold as to judge a baby? Tough decision though it was, Reggie Joule the Third of Kotzebue presented himself well before the judges

and won the baby contest.




