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Blue-Ribbon panel named

{Continued from Page Four)

Hensley pointed out that
despite the exisience of the
subsistence law since 1978,
no Sports or COmmerc al users
have gliminated from
hunting or fishing opportiu-
nfies

“If we manage our fish and
wildlife resources carefully i
the future, all competing users
should be able to be accommo-

been

dated

“However, il the antisubsis-
lence initiative 1s approved , the
state’s ability to manage fish
and wildlife will be critically

undermined. Because of federal
law, which provides for subsis-
tence priority on federal lands,
the Secretary of Interior will
be forced to take over manage-
ment of fish and wildlife pro-

duction if the state refuses to
protect this user group,”

Hickel, i an impassioned
speech, said “When people
tamper with the law they are
fﬂrﬂtlting what makes this
slate unigue,”

He joined the group of peo-
ple who warn against the sub-
sistence initiative because it w
would lead to the federal gov-

ernmen! stepping in 10 manage
fish and game. "Wouldn't it
be ironic for Washington D.C.
to have to do that?" He point-
ed out that during the state-
hood fight, “We believed we
could manage our destinies,

protect our interests.”

Miller reminded those pres-
ent  that Interior  Secretary
James Watt said he would en-
force the federal subsistence
provision and that might not
be the best for Alaskan game
management,

After the meeting, Hensley
took questions from the few
members of the press at the
meeting and said that he
supports Sen. Ted Stevens and
Frank Murkowski's proposal to
open up “‘some” of the Na-
tional Parks to sport hunting.

“Those parks are awful big
and could be used.” He added,
however, that he was “‘un-
happy™ about Watt's recent
admission that he doemn’t have
a contingency plan for game
management in Alaska if the
initiative passes.




