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easementase coucourt fightfaq1q0 hherere
lawsuit is transferred

ito anchorage courtroom
by jeffrey R richardson

staff writer

werewed glinggpirtggqing to be in trouble
this was the reaction of one native corporation attorney to

the announcement that one of two lawsuits over the issue of ease
ments across native lands was to be transferred from washington
D C to alaska

the tundra times liashas learn-
ed that US district court
judge oliver gasch inin wash-
ington DC ruled on dec-
ember 22 that the two ease-
ments

case-
ments suits should be con-
solidatedsoli dated and tried in alaska

natives filed suite in april
to protest the policies of the
department of interior in re

serving easements across native
lands to provide access to
public lands and facilities the
suit calistacahita etat aal vs kleppe
was niedfiled in washington where
it was felt the native corpora-
tions could receive a fairer
hearing

Conticontinuedhued on page 8

hootch hashas itsitsimpactimpact0

on nununapitchuknapitchuk
by afxfmargieargie bauibauinann an

NOME knapsack on his
back attorney stephen cotton
was off again encn route tto
nunapitchuk and round ttwov0
of the battle for equal highillgli
school opportunity lorfor rururalra I1

alaska
nunapitchuk isis a small village

in southwestern alaska and a
19 year old high scholl student
there played a key role in
cottons successful fight for
her right to go to high school
at home

cotcottonton a legal services
attorney with thetile center for
law and education cambridge
mass spent more than three
yearscars working on hethe case with
hisaigiig associate bruce Trotrombleynibley
of the legal services ogliceofticeoflice in
anchorage an outut ofourtofcourt
settlement on the case was
readiedreached oct27 after a lucarinlicarinhearing
for thetile state of alaska alland
legallagal services in anchorage

in a nutshell liethe compromise

isssaidIsS said that unless a community
axtlxt lakestakes affirmative action to send

its childchildrenrentoto high school out-
side tthelie village and specifies
that ttheile comminicommunicommunityty docsdoes not
want a high schoolflicyschool chiythiy have 4

right to that school
ourout job right now isJs to

see that thistilts decree which
exists on paper is implementeditpplcincnted
as quickly as possible cotton
said if there are anany problems
presentrc cnt oior looming we want to
bee on totop of them to get them
resolved I1

i

all of which adds up to a
lot of travel for cottoncolin in thetile
last two and a half years hes
logged moreniora than docndoan trips
to alaska for pertperiodsbols of a
couple ofor weeks to iwiwo and a
cobiccooicilahalt Illonmonthsthi t

now lie was back again to
check with the legal services
corporation in nomenoma on tin

I1

progress of ilia settlement then
south to bethel and
nunapitchulnunapillchu4

it was anna tobeluk of
nunanunapitchukditcitc huk whose name ap-
pearedpcarc on the revised class
action suit against hiethe alaska
department of education in a
demand for high schools for
126 rururalal villages

the suit originally filed
inin 1972 was then known as
the I1hootch case for a
old girl named molly hootch
who wantedwaned a hihigh11 school
in her village of fmmonekfmemmonesemmonekEmmonek
emmonak now has a high
school but a number of other
villages do not

last year for example
there was no high school at
nunanunapitchukitcliuk now tobeltobelukuk
and 15IS classmates are carrying
a fullfuw load albeit abnbno frills ina
a sparsely furnished schoolhouse
so chchillyilly the students wearweir
parkas and snowpantssnowpants indoors

cotton said teacher slnrleyshheyschey
grace told him when thetile
winds blowing they keep
their mini I1 tens onoil

but cotton alsoals6alsa noted in a
teletelephoneborichoric interview ISIulcaulcj from
betpiclbethel thaihat there werent all
that many collllaintscomplaints

the last time helie was at
nunjpitchuknunapitcliuk grave tried to
dismiss classoass early so thetile
village council could meet iiri the
makeshift sclioolroomselloolroom and
sonic students didnt want to
quit

the teacher ludhad to physi-
cally take the typewriter away
from the girl who was typing in
order to get her to leave lie
said

anand0 how aboutaboul thetile star of
theilia case anna tobeluk

schools good lots of fun
she said

and wwhatil a t would six teltelf
students in villagesvillagcs that dontdonit
haveliaveleave a high school id tell
them to tell ih6irheir parointsparoparentsints to6
fightright for it ltits good she said

butlut if tilehe legal iliattcrililatiert weicwere
jimironedned out in lietile oct 27 com-
promise lliethe financial end was

jinotajjlhcsolvcjlnot tolalx tcsilvcd
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bicentennial TIME CAPSULE what do you enclosed inin a bicentennial
time capsule at fairbanks alaska at the close of old 19767 well it aouwouwouldntdidntidnt
be complete without a copy of the june 30 issue of the tundra titimesm es that
was the opinion of the fairbanks bicentennial commission headed by helen
walker so inin went tundra times along withvith several dozen other momementosmomentosmentos
of 19701976 in fairbanks the time capsule isis to be on display at tlethe new I1library
for the next 100 years then opened so the new crowd can see what they did
back in the pipeline erasta photo by margie bauman

state wins
selectselectionion

extension
from our anchorage bureauburcan

interior secretary thomas
kleppe has granted the state of
alaska an extension of time to
select lands previously set aside
for native selections under the
land claims act according to a

press release from thetile oll011 ico
of the secretary in anchorage
the state will have preference to
select lands not selectedelected by
native corporations until april
1119771977

the alaska federation ol01of

natives may take legal action to
revoke the extension

withdrawals otof federal land
from which native selections
were to be made were originally
supposed to end december 18
1975 however the interior
secretary extended the deadline
for certain types of native
selections until october I11 of this
year starlingstarting october 2 the
state was to have first chance at
lands not selected by native
corporations for ninety days
the state maintained however
that ninety days was notriot enough
and requested tthelie additional
time which kleppe granted last

continued on page 8

VFO chases ambulance
by canidjan1cejanid HAMILTON
and ANDREW HUME

from the whitehorse yukon
STAR

santa was that you headingleading
back to0 o hethe north pole thats
what two ambulance attendants
tom banks and ken scliolficldscholficid
midlilmiglill1liglit very well be asking them
salver right nownw following a
UFO sightngsundaysigit1ng5undaydjy night

the twotwo were headingcadingli to-
wards haines junction around
730 rmpm to pick up a patientbaticpatic nt
when jhcthcthey firstfirm sighted the
bright white obatobjtobjectC I1 a feww nailesnfilesin iles
north of thelie Takiitakhingtakhinitakiiiiiiiiii bridge

according to sjioincldscholficid we
saw what we thought at first was
a very brigliabriglitbtjht star it seemed
stationaryjilcristationary then all of a sudden
it started 16t move and was right
down in our area in no time

we were in a flat area tile
mountains were maybe two
miles from uieilia highway and lieilia

object seclllcdseemed to be travellingvellingtra
maybe a couple of II11thousandI1 feet
above thetile ground it was travel
ling niayb64maybe couple of thousand
feetfact aboycaldaboveaboycAldalictlic ground it waswag
trara velling siawsldwsidw it looked luto meilia
likelylikeltlike it might tcc lost

sclioloficldscholoricid said they discuss-
ed what jicouldbeaiidtliouglitjt couldbehindcould behind thought

I1

it might be a plane then I1

buddesuddesuddenlyailyjily the object took off
with great speed over the
mountain and they rcaliedrcaliiedrcalied it
could notriot be a plane

at this point they decided to
report in to helie ambulance
station in whitehorse

according to the report the
two attendants made to jhc4hc411c

RCMPRCMI the slspeedbcdecd colourbolour and
manocuvcrabilitymanoeuverability of thetile object
waswash like nothing we had ever
witnessed

it did not turnturturnoutturnhutnhutbut instantly
rcvrscditsrcvc rscdits course

the object buzedbu ed them
several times and they had no
control over the ailambulances
electrical system

banks and scholfieldscholficldscholficid were
now reporting each sighting by
radio at one point the UFO
seemed to be coming right to-
wards them As scholfieldscholficldscholficid told
theiheahe story banks decided to turn
on theilia ambulance beacon to see
what wouldcould happen but for
somesonic reason aliejliethe beacon wanwcnwent
off the object then stopped and
went in reversereverie

banks told thetile RCMP lieila tried
to flash the beacon at the UFO
and theilia obobjectct paced their
vehicle and a brightright light flashed

jbaickbaclbaal

when they approached men-
denhallden hallliall the UFO apparently
leered into the draw of thelie hill-
side to the southwest the two
said they thought it would crash

Icbecausecause it sccmcdsectned to he flying so

low but it skimmed over thetile

mountainmount jin loptop and disappeared
over theilia champagne area at
that point they lost sight of thetile
object

they drove on two or threedirce
milesindes and tossed the menden-
hall bridge scholfield continued
to watch torfor the object out the
left hand side where it had aal-

ways
I1

been sighted up to this
I1

timetinlekinle
suddenly onoil the nghirighi or

nallinrllinoitth side of liethe madroad banks
sasaww theilia ground babrilliantlybrillijntlyilliantlyilliantly
illuminated approximately 100
yards ahead through a clearing
when they readiedreached the area
therelh6rc was nothing there
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